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c.t 1 ture Of womeîî andc chljdren to be
,..n ri-cd into slavcry xvere no longer the
nlai îObject citiier of the prince or o:

J uic ariiy. Thie Catholie clerc), were
aIdmitted into the councils of the nation,

1n by' their salutary influence tiot only
u-i-aduallv clevatedi legisiation andi the
moraIs of the people, but preventeci to
t1heir tmost uiseless and. bloody wjars,
and niitigated the cruielty of suclh as
thie% coulci not prevent. XVars ivere
cwiried1 on for other motives than miere
conqst and plunder :they were the
instruiment by which civilization and
%vtl ih religion, as pread anong the
SavagIce tribes iii the north central parts
of Eutrope.

France thus at that early ,agçe did
noble wvork for the cause of christianity.
And lias -she not donc so throughiout
flic ages since ? Did tiot the ý.word of
Chies Martel save christian E urope
fronm beîng cruslied under the iron hecd

o Malionmet ? The naines of Chiarle-
magne, of Goclirey de Bouillon, of St.

Lois, Kin- of France, are insepaiably
connected -with the extension of the
true faith. Moreover the royal house
of France is the only one wvhich pre-
sents ta the wvorld. a lîne of kings wvho,
foir over twelve hundrecr years, have
resistcd the inroads ofhleresy. Not for a

sigerehin lias a, heretic sat on its
tirone. H-enry IV alone wvas a Pro-
test ant for a part of bis life, but lie
becanie a Catholic as the result of a
renmarkable controversy hield in bis pre-
sence. T'le Protestant andl the Catholic:
causes wvere ably defended by repre-
sentatives of eachi denonîination. Dur-
flic course of the discu:,sion Hcnry
askcd the Protestant mnîisters if a
Im-rsoiî coulci le saved. in thic Catholic
I*Caithi. They auîswerecl iii the affirmia-
Liv e. H4e then said tliat sIii - accord-
ing ta thieir admission, a person cottui
lie saved iii the Catholic faith, and also
suuîccaccou-ding ta the Catliolic doctrine

1t3

one could not be sav'ec outsicle the
Catholic cliurch, lie %voulcl choose the
safe sicle aind becomie a Catholic.

Wliat may wve say of the sons of
France? The ternis Freuicli andi Catholic
are almiost synio-.,nîous. XVe are al-
wavs su rprised to meet a Fr-ench lîeretic.
Heî-esy does not tlîrivc iii tleir country.
Rather thaui enibu-ace Protestantismi
tliey drift into uîibelief ; but the nation
is esseuîtially Cath)oli c, 1.îcl tlioughi
godlessness lias reigned iii France andi
bias not yct been detlîronecl, it is certain
tlîat thîe truc feling of thîe niationî will
ere long assert itself. France will
overtlirov thîe miortal enerny that lias
placed a wvitlîeriîîg hand on lier fair
brow. Thli people wvill risc andi; follow-
ing% the example of their fatlîcr-z, wvill
becomie thîe faitlîfül clîilclren of the
cliuî-cl. Have tliev iot iii tlîcir lîistorv
sonie af tdie g1ýreatest examples of chris-
tian dlevotion, of christian hieroisin ?
1 t is fromi France thaýt camie tlîose nîoble
*souls, wvho, abandoning- everythi ng that
wvas clear to tlîcn, friends, bomne and
country, sailed ta thetheui bléali shores
of Northî Amnerica, andi tauglît thîe
lindian thîe way tlîat leacls ta God.
French îîames ai-e cverywvhere con-
nected xvitl thîe t -cn af the faitli af
J esus-Christ. Iii China, in japaii, thie
naine of St. Francis Xavier, is a biouse-
hold wvorld aniong thie clîristians ; - in
Canada, thie manies of Fathers Breboeuf,
J agues anîd Lalemient hev'e became his-
torical as mudùcels of christian mission-
aries ; iii Africa ; iii fact iii aIl parts of
thec world the dcvoted sons of France
have shawn tlîeniselves thic truc soldiers
of Christ. May we not tiien liape that
they xvill yet triumphi over tlîeir dcadly
eneniy at hoameî, and, followiiuîg their
noble motta Gos/a( Dei per Fi-ancor,
restore their country to its truc lposition
among the catlîolic nations ai thîe
wvorld -
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