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wiiich w'c can find no other chiannel
of expression. WVc have notlîingr to say
hierc in rcpiy to sci.phiiosohiicai.- refuta-
tions of prayer as a dynaniic force.
Enoughl for us to insist upon it as a
spiritual power. WC arc vcry sure that
thie hceart %without prayer is like a ship)
withictt a ruddcr, which the currents of
passion li carry against the pitiiess
rocks. No omie Who lias ilot tricd can
tell whiat a sccurity a devout cjaculatioîi
wiil prove -against teniptation, or how
singular a solace a fcwv words of prayer
will afford in tUic Unic of doubt ýand dis-
appointnient. Alas for praycriess nmen 1

F7or what arc " thcy a better than sheep)
and goats

That nourisli a blind life within Uic brain,
If, knowing Gocl, they lift flot hicarts of

prayer
iloti for thcmselves anid- those %vlio cal

theni triend ?
FAr so the whole round earth is every

way
Bound by gold chiains about the feet of

God.»
Mfany oreat and ail good mcen have

been prayerful nmen, seckin- with huiiity
of spirit an ininiiate comîmunion u~it1î
thecir Divine Master. l'le ficry soul of
St. Francis of Assisi, the Stcn hcart of
Butler, were alike subdued and sainctificd
by prayer. Brave nien like Columîbus
have found in itan aspiration of the truest
courag e. It has brough-lt a wonderful

calmniiess of endurance to, poets like Mil-
ton and statesmen like Gladstone. It
supportcd the saints and martyrs as they
stIffered at thc stake. It clîeered the
,-allant hcart of '-;Ieridan as lie rode into
b.atde. It satictificd the genius of Fra
Angelico as lie brcathcd life into, the
paintcd canivas. Tiiere can tic no suc-
cessful work without prayer, whicli is its
crowîî and consecration ; " prayer," as St.
Auuustiîîc says, "flot tlîat Godas ivili may
bc aiîcred, but that it may be donc ; that
wc nîay bc kcpt out of ail cvii and deliv-
ercd froni ail tenipiation which may pre-
vent our doing it; îlîat we niay have thc
.daiiy bread" given to us in body, sou],

spirit. and circunîstance, wlîici ill just
enabie us to do it and no more ; that the
naine of Hini to wlîoin we pray nîay be
lialiowed, feit to be as noble and sacred
as it is, and acted on accordinglyY l
Prayer, offéed up) in this humble trustful
spirit, nîay flot bring down God to, us,
but ih wiil raise us up to God.

"Prayer," says St: Francis, '&opens the
understamîding to the briglitness of Divine
light, and the will to the warmth of
heavenly love; noilhmng can so, effectually
purif, tic iind froni its nmany inoacs
or tic will fromîî its perverse affections. It
is as a heiing water whlich causes the
roots of our good desires to send forth
freslî shoots, îvhich waslîes away the soul's
imperfections, and aliays the t1îirst of
passion!*


