
'rHE CHIL.DRUN'S R£CORD.

STRANGE CUSTOMS IN CELINA.

In China every man is believed to have
three souls. In life ho inay lose one or
more, and is thon told that hoe should dig
or hunt in somo given place for his lest
possessions. Any one else's soul, tee, may
trouble him; and hoe must be sure to attend
to those of his ancestor-. or et any relative
dying bof ore him.

When a man is thought te bc dying he is
washed, and dressed in his best clethes, put
in his coffin, and taken into the hall of his
houso. Usually this treatrnent kilis hlm.
Then a priest cornes, who exherts the seul
te beave the body. Thus departs the sotal
which afterward dwells in an ancestral
tablet, such az you see in the picture.

On the twenty-first day ef mourning,
huge papor birds, raised on long poles are
suppoed to, carry the second seul te
heaven.

Fit ty days ot mourning are observed, the
body being kept in the heuse in a clesely-
sealed coffin.

During this period, on each day, the tam-
iiy go out into the street, and, kneeling
dowvn in front of the house, wail bitterly.

AIl the relatives send food and spirit-
money oftorings te be placed in front ot the
coffin for the use et the seul which romains
in the body and is buried with it. Rats or
aught eIse may cat tho food, but stili it is
said that the seul has eaten it.

Whea the professors et fung-swvei er good
luck (who must always be consulted on
such occasions as on overy ether) , decide
on the day and place best socuring good
luck the body is at last buried; and if the
place is righit the seul will net return te
torment the living, and the family will have
good luck.

The weed of the coffin is very thick, the
nails are imbedded in cernent, and packages
of quick-lime are placod under and around
the body, se that, as Dr. Martin says in his
"Cycle of Cathay," there is nover any odor,
though it romain unburied two years, as
not iunfrequently happons.

M-any are the steries told about fung-
swe i.

A Strange Story.

Tho o 1 best remernber is of an em-
peror. A man's father had died, and th le
prefessors, duly censulted, decided that the
body must be burned, the ashes put in a

bag, and the bag taken te the bettom et a
certain deop lakc and placcd in the meuth
of a stono dragon thore. To have the body

burned was easily accomplished, and the
ashes were placed in a bag, but the man
te dive te the bettom et the lal<e was flot
obtainable. It requirod the mest expert
te stay under the water se long.
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