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THE AULD MAN'S FAREWELL TO
11[S WEE HHOUSE.
BY 106G, THE RTTRICK SHEPHERD.
1 liko yo weol, my weo auld house,
Though laigh thy wa’s and flat thy riggin®,
Though toun® thy lum * the sourock grows,
An rain draps gaw thy cozy biggin’.

Lang hast thou happit mino an® me,

My biead’s grown grey anoath thy kipple,
An’ ayo thy inglo cheek was frco

Baith to the blind man and the cripple.

What gart my ewos thrive on tho hill,
An’ kept my little storo incroasin® ?
The rich roan nover wished mo i,
Tho pwie man loft mo aye lus blessin®,

Troth [ maun greot wi’ theo to part,
Though to a batter houro I'm flittin’;

Sic joys will never glad my hoart
Aal'vo had by thy hallan sittio®,

My bonny bairns around mo emil’d;
My sonsy wife sat by me spinnin';
Aye liltin o’er hor dittios wild,
In notes sao artless an’ sac winnin',

Our frugal meal was ayo a feast;
Our ¢’oning psalm a hymn o’ joy,

Aye calm an’ poacsfu® was our rest;
Our bliss, our love, without alloy.

I canna help but haud theo dear,

My auld storm-batter'd hamely shiolin’,
Thy sooty lum an’ kipples clear,

1 botter loc than gaudy ceilin’.

Thy roof will fa’, thy raflersstart,

Ho.v damp and cauld thy hoearth will be!
Ah! sae will soon ilk honest licart,

Tuat orst was bauld and blstho in theo!

I thought to cour aneath thy wa’,

Till doath had closed my weary eon,
Then left theo for the natrow ha’,

W) lowly roof o’ swaird sao green.

Farowcol, my houso an® burnic clear,
My bourtree bush, an’ bouzy tree,

The weo wiile I maun sojourn hero
P’ll never find a hame hke thee.

* Chimney.

GULLS.

When peaple talk of certain persons being
casily gulled, ot that they are stupil gulls,
meamng that they are of a sunple credalous
Jharacter, and may be anposced upoa wath an-
pumty, they follow a vary erronevus idea of
considuinble standing, namely, that the species
of sea-turds, known by the name of gulls, pus-
sess an telhigence wfenor to the rest of the
fembered tribes, There could be notl g more
unfeir as respects the genus and habits of tiese
poor anunals.  Tastead of bewng stapid, of
over-sumple, the gull is a nght keowiag bied,
active w lus pursuits, and wise 1o his contri-
vauces. Those who have any duubts on the
subject may be referred to the recently pub-
hshed volume of Amesican Oraithoiugy by
Audabon. 'This enterprising naturalist gives
us some amusing sketches of the different de-
seriptions of galls an the North American
coast, from Florida to Labrador, from which
it appears that these birds are ever on the
watch for self-praservation from man’s rapa-
city, and ingeminus and persevering 1n their
schemes buth while seeking for food-and choos-
g localiues fur their habnation.  Speaking
of the Herring Gulls, at White Head Island,
in the Bay of Fundy, the author expresses

his surprise on finding that these birds had
changed thesr natural hubits of building nests
on tho ground to placing them on the branch-
es of trees, I was greatly surprised (snys
he) to see the nets placed on the branches,
somo ncar the top, others about the middle
ar on the lower parts of the trees, while at
the ume there were many ou tho ground. It
1s true I had bLeen informed of this by our
captamn, but T had almost believed, that, on
arriving nt tho spot, I should find the hirds not
to be gulls. My daubts, however, were now
dispelled, and 1 was dehighted to see how
strangely naturo had provided them with the
neans of securing their oggs nnd young from
thetr arch-enemy man, My delight wes great-
v increased an bhemng afterwards iformed by
Mr. Frankland that the strange bubit in ques-
won had heen acquired by these gulls within
his recolleetion, for, snid he, * wheu I first
came here, many yoars ago, they nll built thewr
nests on the moss, and i open grouad ; bat
as my sons and the fishermen collected most
of their cggs for winter use, und sudly annoy-
ed the poor things, the old ones gradually be-
zan to put their nests on the treesin tie thick-
cst parts of the woods. The youngest birds,
however, sull kave some on the ground, and
the whole are hecoming less wild since I have
forbidden strangers to rob their nests ; for,
gentlemen, you aro the only persons out of my
fanmly that have fired n gun on White Hend
Istand for several years past, and I daresuy
you will not commit any greater havoc among
them thau s necessary, and to that you are
weleome.)  { was much pleased with the hu-
manty of our host, and requested him to let
me know when ail the gulle, or the grenter
part of them, would abandon the trees and re-
sume therr former mode of hreeding an the
around, wlich he promised to do. But laf-
terwards found that this was not hkely to hap-
nen, becuuse, on some other 1slands, uot far
distant, to which the fishermen and egegers
hnve free access, these golls Lreed nltogether
on the trees, even when their egys and yonng
are regularly removed every year, so thattheir
ortginal habits buve been entirely given up.
My opinwan, that, after heing thus molested for
some time longe-, they may resort to the in-
accessible shelves of the high rocks of these
Istands, was strengthened by Mr, Frankland’s
informng we that many pairs had already ta-
ken refuge in such places, where they bred
1n pertect secunity.  The most remarkable ef-
fect produced by these changes of Jocality is,
that the young which are hatched on the trees
or high rocks, do not leave their nests until
they are able to fly, while these on the ground
sun abuut in less than a week, and hide them-
stlves at the sight of man vinong the moss and
prauts, which frequently saves them frum Leing
carried away. The young on the trees are
slinhen out of their uests, or knocked down
with pules, their fleah being considered as very
zoud by the fisherimen and eggers, who enllect
aud salt them fur winter provision.

Shy and wary, in as great a degree as the
Wack-bached gullis, (continues Mr Audubon),
they were with dafficulty obtained, nnless we

approach them under cover. The least nose
made them instantly leave their perch; and
although there were six of us, each f{urnished
with & goud gan, and some sufficiently expert,
not more than a dozen were killed that day,
and all of them while flying.  The moment
ane started, it would sound an alarm, on which
hundreds would rise and sail over us, at such
a heght that it was useless to shou’ at them.
Now and then, one accidentally passing low
over the wonds, was brought down. While re-
turting in the cvening, we shot one at a great
height, having merely broken the tip of its
wing. Having caught it, we placed it on the
narsow path, on which it ran before us nearly

to the house of the governor, as Capt. Frauk-
land is called. It offered no resistance, butbit
severely, and now ond then Iny down to rest
for o few moments, It ran fast enonghto keep
scve.al yards before us, cuckling all the while,
opa once suddenly made off from the path at
& rapid rate.”

The above traitsof character do notindicate
anything liko either stupidity or simplicity on
the purt of the gull 5 and its reasoning power
on cause and effect—or what the phrenologists
call Cnsuality—is pleasingly illustrated by the
author whon desenibing the manner in which
it procures its food, wiich is principally the
fry of the herring.  * T'hey also feed on other
fishes of small size, shruups, erabs, and sholl-
fish, ns well ns on young hirds und sinnll qune
drupeds, and suck all the eggs they can find.
"Pho rocky shores of the islands on which I
tound them breeding are covered with multi-
udes of sen-urchins, having shore greenish
spincs, which give them the semblance of a ball
of moss. At low-water, the hersing gulls fra-
quently devour these animals, thrusting their
bill through the shell, and sucking its contents.
They also take up shells in the air, and drop
them on the rucks to break them. Wo saw ong
that had met with a very hard wussel, take it
up and drop it threo times in succession, be-
fure it succecded in breaking it, and I was
much plrased to seo the bird let it fall each
succeeding tire from a greater height than be-
fore.”

Lot no one after this imagine that gull isan
appropriate synonyme for dlackhead.

AnivarL FugL.--Animal matter is sometimes,
although rarely, used ns fuel. The Arabs, how-
ever, who dwell in that part of their coumry
bordering un Egypt, must bo regarded as forin-
ing, in somo degree, an_exception. 10 the re-
mark ; for they draw no inconsiderabl2 portion
of the fuel with which they couk their victuals,
from the exhaustlees mhmmy-pits so often de-
soribed by travellers. ‘I'he extremely dry state
of the bodies, and the inflummable nature of
the matters with which they have been sntu-
rated. during the process of cnbalining, render
 them excecdingly convenient for thenbove pur-
pose. We have n still moro striking instance :
wood was formerly so scarce at Buenos Ayres,
and cattle so plentiful, that sheep were actu-
nlly driven into the furnaces of lime-kilns, in
order to answer the purposes of fuel: This
fact could hardly have been mentirned as cre-
dible, however undoubted, if a decree of the
King of Spain, prohbiting this barbarous cus-
tom, were not still preserved in the nrchives of
Bucnos Ayres.— History of Fossil Fucl.

Oricin oF Tne Tery Dunninc.-—Some false-
ly think 1t comes from the French, where dun-
nex sigmfies ** give me,” jmplying a demand
tor sometlung due 3 others from dunan {Sax-
on}), * to thunder3” h:fie the true origin of this
exprossion-owes s birth to uue Joe-Dunn, a
famons buhff ofeLincoln, so extremely active,
and so dexterous "t ‘the management of his
rough business, that 1t became a proverb,when
a man.refused tu pay his debts, to say, *© WLy
don’t you:Dunn lim 1% that is, ¢ Wy don't
you send Dunn 1o arrest him.”  Hence.it grew
into o custom, and 18 now as old as since the
days of Henry VIIL

AGENTS

FOR THE BEE.
Charloitetown, P. E. .—Mt. DExxis RepDIn
Miramichi—Rovd.Jonn McCurpy.
St. John, V. B.—Mr A. R Truno.
Ralifax—Messss. A &W. McKinLay.
Truro—Mr.CHARLYES BLANCHARD,
Antig onish—Mr. RopERT Purvis.
Guysboro’—RopERT HARTSHORNE, Esq.
Tatmagouche—Mr. Jastes CAMPBELL.
Wallace—DaN1EL MCFARLANE, Esq
Arichat—Joux S. BALLAINE, Esq




