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NEWCASTLE FARMER.

Swedo turnips which do not at this
timo complotely cover tho ground, should
not be longer neglected 1f any descrip-
tion of weed romains among thew,~—or
wildew, which will cheek their growth
and prevent the enlargement of the ball,
will certainly bo the consequence.

A meoting of Delegates from tho Ag.
ricultural Socictics of Canada West, ud-
vertized to bo Holden in IHamilton on the
20th instant for tho purposo of forming a
Provincial Agricultural Association, was,
wae rogret to say, very thinly attended,—
only swwen Districts out of the tiwenty of
which the Province is formed, having sent
mombers. We cannot, tn this number
ol the Newcastle Farmer, make room for
the procecdings of the mecting further
than to publish the names of the oflicers
appointed; but in the Star § Gazctte
will be found all tho Resolntions passed,
together with our remarks thercon,

To the Editor of the Netwcastle Farmer.
GOO0OD AND BAD FARMING.

Ste,~The old adage, that ** appearances are
decaitful,” is never more aptly verified than in
farming opetations, for althuugh it is a fact
that a succession of’ %ood crops, 13 tolerable
good oviaenco ol tho rulo of a master spirit, a
practical operator , still, the very revorse, ocea-
sionally, should by no means lead tothe hosty
conclusion, that a want of either scientific, or
practical knowledge, is the cause of partal or
even successive fmlures.

Therce are some extremelv fortunate persons,
who, from a bination of cir nees n
their favor, have this sezson 1calieed o crop of
spring wheat, when there has been, as is very
gencrally acknowledged on almost all sides of us
even to the extremes of the Province, a decided

failure in that crop. Oh, say these fortunate
ones, the thing is casily accounted for, ¢ where
thero is a good farmer, there isa_good crop,’
ifsuch be the fact, wo are extremely sorry to ob-
sorve, how very lew good farme:s there are in
this and the adjoining townships, as there is
scarcely one goud field of spring wheat, lo filty
with halfa crop and less ¢ and yet here have
‘been practical farmers engagred from most of the
counties of ngland aud Scotland, and very ma-
ny of them, men whose skidl and industry have,
by their forser crops, been made very apparent;
the grain in question fas come in its usual rota-
tion, according to their several views in the most
approved manner, the operations have been per-
fectly well performed, and still, whether on 2
fallow, or after turnips,.corn, peas, or poiploos,
cr on winter or spring ploughing, the result hos
been the same,—**a fuilure.” The sced was,
’n most cases, wel! put into the groundyand in
good scason, the weather was favorable and
propitious, the young blade exhilited: a. very
healthy appearance up 10 a certain pertyd, when
from natural causes alone, the plant throughout
the greater part of the Provinée, assunied simul-
tanegualy, 2 most unhealibiy. hue, ‘zad m most
instances, suffered past rccovery 3 wo account
the failure to have resulted, not from want of
attention or skill, but from causes beyond the
control of the most skilful agricalturisy, quite
as much as the rust itsell’; well may a celcbra-
ted writer observe ¢ Agriculture, 18 a subject,
which, viewed in all its branches and to their
fullest oxtent, is not only the most important
and’the most difficult in'rural cconomics, but in
the citclo of human arts and sciences,”” for ¢ fter
all thatunwearied industry, and skilful manoge-
ment cau cffect, the agriculturist 15 suill liable
‘tosuffer atotal and it moy bea ruinous loss by
any atmospheric change which may oceur.

Now although we have asserted the pecubiar
applicability ot the old adage to farming opcra-
tions in particular, still we must conless that
thero are o ypeerances which indicate ut once und
afford certain cvideacoof good or bad farming,

but even here again, sllowanco must bomade (or
illuces or poverty, or many wund sovere tmsfor-
tnues, atising from seusons, accidonts or otler
citcumstances,

Certainly, if wo saw o farmor’s ficlds conti-
nually foul, and overrun with weeds, which need
nought but persevesanco to deatroy, if we -
variabiy observe the operations performed in a
slovonly and carcless nasnner, wiliph by the
commonest attention to what ispassing <round
right be casily remedied , if wo see the conti-
nual recurrence of the samo crop en the samo
fond, without any nttemnpt to restore to the soil,
those subsiances necessury o supply that, of
wh ch the plont is continually draning it; if
we notice all the stock vl thie farm turned on the
meadows Gl the end of April, which sad mea.
dowa aia to be mown in Junc; i’ the stock, of
whateveritinay consist, is without sufficicnt
shelter and attendance during our most incle-
ment winters, and put on short allowarce into
tho bargain, wo should not for a moment hesi-
tato to aflirmn such to be bad farming, and if on
the upposite extreme, we sce a vast expenditure
and an aim at appearance only, however goud
the crops may be which may follow such an out.
1y, sill it in the Jong run it does not pay, what-
evor mny be the amount of sclf gratulution or
amusement which it mny afford, itis still but bad
farming.

Wa consider that it is eseentially neceesary to
good fairming, to possess some ectentific know-
ledge, however acquired. Loudon justly re-
maiks, ¢* the recent dsccoveries in chemistry
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tutely necessary to form tho straw of that grain,
while n cvop of pons might bo produced, whose
only dangur would be their owa luzuriance,
tending tiore to haulm than pods )

1t in gvident, {rom both theory and experlenco,
that change ol crop is necessary, and that is the
best farming, by which cach successive crop is
made remunerative, and at the samo time is fit-
ted. by its nature and inode of culturey 1o scrve
as a preparative o the ono next ensuing.

We would not be supposod te advocato change,
merely for the sake ol change, without science
s a rule, and experience for a guide, for thén,
without answering any ono good purposo, we
should soon be in the predicament of the man
who was well, wanted to Lo better, took physic,
and dicd.

Again, the question of a market being disiant
or near, will necessarily have an influenceé, and
must be tnken into considorativn in rof to
the nature and extent of any particular crops to
bo 1aised ; produce of some kinds, in the vicinie
ty of largo towns, which could be euccessfully
grown, such ns peas, (green) in the pod, pota-
tos, turnips, cubbages, &c., could not be thought
of boyond the farmei's home consumption for
hiouse and cattle, with a market at a dirtance of
30 or 40 wmiles, for with such bulky articles, the
cost of transport, would, in many instances, bLe
equal to their volue, taking into account tho
fact, that the season of demand would occur,
cither at the busiest time, or at that period of the
ycx:]r gvhcn thy rondf aro at their very worst
an t il e

and physiology, have led to the most important
improvemonts in the culture of plants, and the
brecding and rearing of animals, Agriculture
is, in conscquence no longer an act of labor,
merely, bur ol ecience, henee the Jadvantage of
scienufic knowledge to agriculturists, and the
susceptibility of the art ol progressive advance.
ment 3’ and with a little common zense, close
observation, n willingness to receive information
whether written or oral, an attention to the per-
formance of every department of the operations,
in a judicious manncr, and in proper season,
these combined with persevering industry can
scarcely fail to resultin good farming, even if'it
should not, sometimes from untowurd circum-
stances, be so successfnl as might be desired,
and itis most corih, the reverse of this prac-
tice can neither ensure, nor deserve success,

It must be allowed, that the foundation of
good farming, must require 2 knowledga of the
nature, and capabilities of the soil about to be
brought under cultivation.

The eoil is, s0 to speak, the raw material from
which is to be procured an article for market, by
the sale of which a remunerating profivis to be
returned ; it is therefore of the highest impor-
tance, to be fully aware of the suitability of the
soil to furnich the various p:oduce required, or
the mcans whereby any soil, if deficient in any
quality, may be artificially supplied with tho
needful ingredients for the end proposed.

ltis at the same time as important to be con-
versant with the suitable adaptation of crops to
any descnprion of soil, in such n monner, ond
at such periods, as shall yield the greotest
amount of profit in return for the labor bestow-
ed. We would not however have it inferred,
that the amount rea'ised from one or two good
crops, is any evidence of itsell in favor of any
particular mode of operation, for it may be that
by extraordinary endeavours, the land muy be
pressed to its utmost, and sterility for somo
years after be the consequence, this would in-
deed be killlng the goose which lays the golden
cggs, in expectation of being suddenly enriched,
and 1he worst results must ensues

Itis iable, that a ion of crops of
grain, on the same soil, of whatever description
it may be, must end in failure ; somesoils, from
their very nature, and-constituent paris being

deprived of'the qualitics ossential {or that parti-
cular plant, whi'o, at the same time, they may
and do retain, the ingredients needful lor a crop
of « different description ; so, stiff, compact
clays, however rich they may be made by ani-

.soaner cxhausted than others, thdtis, they ate |

It is unquestionable, that the greatest amount
raiged por acro is realised by those, whe supply
the towns with vegetables, but it must be re-
membered, that a Jarge amount of lubouris ré-
quired per acre, and that but comparatively jew
can be employed in that way, without glutting
the market, as the supply would soon excced the
demand. But whatever.mode is adepted; what.
ever systom 1s pursued, in the department of
agricultnre, these ean'bo no question, but thay
e thunking, diligent, and carelul, must .hove a
decided advantage over the careless, idle and
thoughtless, and although ¢t *Tis not for montals
to command succ2ss, ho 18 most i zely to succeed
who endeavours to deserve it,”” and welny it
down asa truism, that that is the best farming
which remuncrates, and heis the best fapmer
who makes it pay.

A NORTHUMBERLAND FARMER

Hamilton, August 22nd, 1846.

To the Editor of the Neaccastle Farmer.

S :—If the following experiment:made to as-
certain the proper time for cutting wheat be
thought worthy of 4 place in your paper you are at
liberty to publish it. )

On he 111h of July I cut a handfut of wheat, 3t
was then beginmng to turn a little yellow, and
the grain was passing out of the dough state.  On
the 1Gth of July I cut another handful, the straw
was thea quite yellow, the heads quite erect, the
grain still soft.

On the 22d of July, the time I commenced cut-
ting the field, 1 took anether handful, it was then
fully ripe, the heads beginning to turn down; and
the grain beginning to harden.

On the Ist of August, I took the “three parcels
and rubbed out the wheat, it was then sufficiently
dry 1o grind, after cleaning i, 1 measured from
cach lot nearly & gill, very carefully; and -then
weighed them, the result was as follows:—

No. 1, weighed 1065 grains, sample inferior.

0.2, -do. 1123 do., sample very fair.

No. 3, do. 1145 do., -sample about the
same as No. 2.

Making o difference between the first and second
cut of 6 per cent. and between the second and
third of nearly 2 per cent.  JOHN WADE.

Hamilton Gardens, Aug. 3d, 1846.

TOWNSHIP CLUB MEETING.
Hanruroyn.—1st Saturday in Septeinber, at the
Town Hall, in Cobourg, at 4 o'clock, . M.—
Svlyeer for discussion,—Lall and Spring Plongh-
mg. ’ N

mal manures, would soon, by rep eated cropping,

b weapadle of producing wheat, by rcason of
the expansion of those silicious patticles, abso
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