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is my prayer book, aad I find in the Paalus, and
in the Epistles, prayers fitted for every rauk and
all conditions, not in ** words which man's wis.
dom teacheth ;” the apostle tells ug that * we
know not what we should pray (or as we onght ;
but the Spirit itsell maketh ntercession for ue
with groanings which cannot be uttered.” [om
viii. 26.] 1 am afraid, therefore, that by & wrnite
ten fortn which cannot always suit every case, |
s+ quench the Spirit’* (1 Thess, v. 19), which the
apostle forlnds ; wnd 1strive through gmee to um.
tate rather the apostle’s example, who suid, ** |
will pray with the Spirit, aad [ will pray watl; the
understanding alsa.” [1 Cot. xiv. 13, ]

VHI. Uax a Presnyrensay, because the Preshy.
tetian Church is surpassed by none for 1ts apinit ‘ol
Evangelical zcal, conciliation, and chanty : s
missionaries are Iabouring at liome, 1n the colo-
nies, among the Jews, and amon the hieathen j—
we ‘s honour all men aad love thietn oy brethren,*
that acknowledge Emanuel, ¢ God made manifest
in the flesh ;** and ulihough the Presbytesian
Church has often endured persecations from othets,
we know not an instance in which the Presbyte.
rian Church has persecuted others.

IX. I as o Presgrrertas, because I Jove unity,
steven the umty of the Spint in the bond of
peace.” [Eph. iv. 3.] Butin order to obtain
this unity, [ tind that it need be butlt on truth ;
for * ¢hie wisdom that is front sbave s fiest pure,
shen peacenble.”  (James wi. 17.] Aod winle
the apostle says, ** Mark them which cause divi
sions, and avoid them [Rom. xvi. 17], e speaks
of wicked men that separate fromn the truth, not ot
believers that separate from crror; for in telstion
to a corrapt Church, the Lord himself says,—
+ Come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing :
and [ will receive yon.” [2 Cor. vi. 17.] Aund
again, the express command in relation to Haby-
loa [every system that corrupts the truth of God)
is, **Come outof her, my pcople, that ye be not
partakers of her sins, and ye receive not of her
plaguee.? [ Rev. xviii. 14.]

X. 1 ax A Presnyrentas, because the Seripture
tells me 1o be subject to **the powers that bLe
{Rom. xiii. 1], and ** tosubmit 10 every ordinance
of man for the Lord’s sake.” {1 Peteru. 13 ]
But it also tells me to distinguish things that diifer
[Phil. i. 10], ** 10 render unto Cxsar the things
that are Cwsat’s, and to God the things thut are
God's.” [Mate. xxii. 21.] And that God +* wall
not give his glory to nnother, ncither his praise to
graven images.”  [lsa. xlii. 8.] It 13 the glory
of the Preabyterian Chuich, thut whiie she trains
up her children to ¢ lead a quiet and praceable ‘e
in all goodliness and honesty.” [1 ‘Iwun. ii. 9],
and has always set an eniinent example of reuder-
ing ‘¢ honour to whotn lonour is due” [ Rowm. xui.
17]: she also maintains that ¢ Christ alonc is
King in Zion* [Pe. ii. 6], aud that agrecably to
her confession, raified by the State, ** The Lord
Jesus as King and Head of his Chinrchihath there-
in appointed & Goveramnent in the hand of the

Church, officersdistinct from the civil magistrate.””

Westminster Confession 30, scc. i.] At the Re-

ormation in England, the reigning mnonarch there
was declared to be the head of the Chureh, and so
is the law of England to the present day ; but at
the Reformation in Scoiland the Lord Jesus Chnist
was declared to be the only King and Head of his
Chutch, and 80 ie the law in Scotland to the pre-
sentfday. My niotto, as u Presbyterian, is, ¢Fear
God, and honour the King. "

X1, 1 aw A PrEssrrriax, because the Presby-
terian Church has the marks of Christ’s Church,
it is persecuted by man, and yet blessed by God.
*If the world hate you” [John xvii. 14.] *If
they have culled the master of the house Beelze-
bub, how much more,” &c. [Matthew x. 25.]
The Presbyterian Church has this mark of the
persecution of man; and, therefoge, I conclude
that it is Christ’s Church. But what confirms me
the more is, that ‘“as the sufferings of Chiisi
shound in us, 80 our coneolation also aboundeth in
Christ,” [2Cot, i,5.] The Presbyterian Church
has the mark of being blessed by God ; the revi-
vals in that Church have beea many, and io many

laces, und these all the more remarkable that they
:ave occurred at & time when the opposition of the
world assailed her in testifying tc the Headship of
Him whois ** King of kings and Lord of Jords.”

‘X1T. 14w a Pressrrnian, because I can find
ao form of doctrine, discipline, and government

better than the Prestiytering,  That we have favlis and to the yoke of Jesus Chrt, in all places
1n our practice, however pure our system, { geant ;. where hie ehall hiave eatablished the ttue discipline,
but | ean find nothing fanttless upun earth. And although the edicts of eanhly magatmtes be cone
winle § tless God that 1 a-a n Presbytenian, and n trary thereto,”—thus teaching that, when eatihly
member ol that Churcly, enther i Eugland or ngisuatea suel commwands prolututing them
Scottand, | judge no tian wherever 1 tind the * lom sobmmting 1o the diecipline of the Chuteh,
image of Chnst, in whatever person or under | they wete bousad by thea sl exmnce 1o Chust to

whatever creed, then I adore Guod for his grace, and | dirobey them.  “Thee declare (A1t 20) that ** the

would remember that all such are brethten.  Lhee
lieve God hins his people among astlerent denaime
natione of profesmng chtisuans, and whie { rejoice
1 the light thae 1 possess, 1 pray that all that ate
villed by Chast's pame may have this mark of
being lua disciples, that *ihicy love one another™
(Johin xin. 333, ** that Eplioum miay not envy Ju.
duh, nor Judah vex Ephnnm® (s, x1. 13), that
the watclinan iy **ace eye to eye when the
Liord shall bring agun Zion' [l lu. 8], and
¢ that the Lonl’s way way be knawn upon the
carth, and lus saving health among ull nations.
{03 dxvid, 2]
CONTRAST BETWAHRN TUHI FRENCH CHURCH o
THE REFORMATION AND TUL PRESENT R

true Church ought o be goveracd by that discie
pline which nur Lotd Jesus Liath established, s0
that thete shoald be s the Church pastors, eiders,
uud desvons, —that th pute docttine imay huve its
course, and vices tay be relotmad and avppresse
cdy""—and thus teach, that they cansider that the
three otdera ste app unted ol God 5 that thie vilice.
beuters have 1o evescine disciphine, and that ue
discipline 1s to be exeseired lor the putpose of pree
serving sound doctnne, aud suppressing the vices
that appear awonyg the mewbers of the Church,
‘They proclm (\it. 31 **that 1t 1s not lawful
tor nny nan of oy own authouty to take upon
himselt the government of the Church, but that

everv one ought to be adnutted theteunto by o
i lawlu elecuon, o the Lotd perimt (although they
allow that somwetnes, the state ot the Church

FORMED CHURCH OF FRAMUK ~IMPURTANME | Yoy aitertupted, God Lins tieed up torue persons
OF RECALLING THE MSTORY OF THE PAST. ! 1 an extravidinary mnnner to tepas the ruins of

The lstory of the ereetion of the Relormed
Church m France 13 one of the deepest suterest.

the Chureh),” thus denyrag utterly the aglhit of
' the Cvit Magistiate ta sutettete i the governent
yob the Chotea ot Chnste Fiaally, they aseert that

The hght ot the Retormanon hud burst through | afl ¢ true pastors have all the sune suthonty sud
the gloon, and svon began to scutter the clouds of | equal power antong themsehy es under Jesus Chuist,
Popish darhuess.  ft had penctrated even to the  the only Head, the only Sucescuen, aud only Unse

court of Francis I It had stlumsated the upnd
of lus mster, who thencelorth ditiosed the imld ra-
diance of hier ety around her.  Aund fierce per-
secution, v the course of wliuch many s martyr
litted up with lns dying breath hiis noble testmony
for Christ, the number of the funhtul sncieased.
Atter a tune the Psaltus of David were turned
mto verse by onc of the French poets, uud began
10 be sung by the Protestants 1w all parts o1 the
land. Then, too, there came forth in French that
wonderful woik, ** fustitutes of the Chnstian Re.
hgton,** by Caivin, th= thost remackable ot all the
Reformers for the uccumacy and profund:ty ot tus
kaowtedge of the Holy Scriptures, and the streagths
and depth of s undersianding, which lad e
foundations of a decp, vigorous, and cotprehiensive
theology. At length came the year 1559, memo-
rable tor the first General Assembly, when the
foundations were lmid of the futute Relurmed
Church, [t was held 10 Paris itself, 10 the very
face of a hostile court, by an wuthonty denved
from Chigist alone.  ‘The sble and excellent meq
who consttuted that Assernbly at ouce wok the

| eorsal Bishop ** ‘Ihus thiese desoted micn ane
nounced thar resulution, without teserve, withe
out selectian, withont hesitat.oa, to folluw out the
laws of therr Kiug and Head, and a0 ihe clenrest
manter proclauned lus sole supramacy over hid
Chutgh,
1t 15 mteresnng 1o remark, 1 pasaing, that the
very ueat yoar to that of the calling of the first
General Assembly i France wus that of the sume
mottug the hest Arzetnbly of the Cliutch of Scot-
land. I'ne Protevtanis of us kingdam had first
addressed a petition to Pathawenr, praying ihst
** the doctines of the Pupsh Chuteh should be
s discarded as antichnistinn, and punty of worship,
| as eacinptitied 1 the discipline of the pnnnnive
Church, be restoted,” whea Pathament, fully
Jcnmpn-hcndmg 1y own posttion, sunply requested
i the 1tote tant thaesters, whose office it wasto act
1 the namie of Chnst, ** to prepare 3 summary of
1 doctnine which they held comoguiable to Scnp-
tuce.””  This wasepeedily done, and the Conles-
sion of Fauh, protessed aud beleved by the Uro-
testants iy the teabin of Scotland, was tatified and

Word of God as their only etatute-book, and pro- ; approved by the Jaiates of Parlwinent, as “*whole-
ceeded, not to fashion ductnines not 10 cuact laws  rome and vound ductnine, grounded on the intuili

of their own, but to uscertain and cinbody it u  ble truth of God's Ward.” Atterwards the Church
Confesaion the doctrines and the laws which were | procecded to sitaw tp the Furst Book of Disciptine,
found in that Word : and they produced au adin- 1 1aking the infalible Word as ns only rule, and
table Coufession, full of the clearest aud 1nost | consuiting nesther King, Lotds, nor Commone.
comprehensive views of the great doctnaes ot tuc | Fually, on December 20, 1560, she held her fiest
Word of Gud, which are so bound together, that | General Assemldy, by the 1ztunsic suthonty

scalce any one can be onutted without casting ob-
scurity over the whaole of the rest, and such uy
wonderfully coincided wuh the Confession of the
other Churches of the Refuriation.

But it never vccurred to these excellent men,
wlule they took the great statute-book ot Heaven
in their bands, thata Churcls was to follow the di-
rections of that statute-book m regard to doc-
trincs, but not 10 regard to order, to government,
and to dizcipline. They found the apostles, by
virtue of an authority wlich they denved from
Christ, layiug down laws 1a regard to the chamc-
ters and the wortk of the office-bearers of the
Churches, and the qualifications they were to pos-
scsy, und the manner 1 wiich they were to be
chouzen, and the goverament which they were to
exercise, and all of them addressed esther to
Churches generally, or to the office-bearers 1n
particular, a3 to the only persons by whowmn these
laws were to be catried 1nto cxecution.  They felt
that the same Divine authority which hud revealed
doctrines for their faith, had revealed rules of dis-
cipline aud government, which, according to the
light that was given them, they were bound to
follow by their allegiance to theic Divine Lord.
Hence they declatrcd (Art. 25) that ¢ the good
order in the Church which was esuablished by
Christ’s aothority ought to be kept sacred and in-
violable.—that they were (Art. 26) ¢ bound to

submit themscives unto the esmmon iastructios,

which the denived eolely from her Divine Head,
and procecded, without fear, and without hesita-
ton, 1o discharge ull the functions of a free a
wdependent Chutch ot Chnist,  The French As-
sembly had been hcld but the year before; the
doctrines and the pnnaples of governinent man-
taied by both were the same, both drew them
directly from the Word of God,~—their only and
perfect stotute-hook.  Since thien, long peniods of
stumber or of disaster have accurred both in
France and 1n Scotland ; but our own Chutch has
begun to awahen from 118 sleep, and to return to
the principles, uud, we trust, in svine measure to
the zeal, of her forcfathers.  Let us hope that our
Urotestant Urethren 1n France will also awske,—
will gecall the principles and the history of their
forcfathers,—the days when the Church ia Franee,
fasthful to her Loid and Head, went forth, ia the
glunous normog of the Reformation, fresh, and
young, and beautful, spatkling wiih the dew of
her youth.

We have said that that the first French Asseme
bly was hield 10 1559. It consisted oonly of cleven
ministers, just as that of the Church of Scoiland
of only twelve. Iut they must bave been men of
lurge views,—of vigorous understandings,—~deeply
versed in the Holy Scriptures,—and of that energy
und courage, tempered with moderation and jndg-
ment, which led them fally o carry out the prine

ciples of the Word of God. Asd God seemsin s
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