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Weallow that the ecience of the present doy
hna gone aliead of the great bulk of christisn
teachers, and of most of our popular commenta-
tors, Literary and Theological studies have
in any cases altogether excluded the study
of Natural Scienee, Inthe regard of some,
time is wasted that a student may spend among |
the oljects of nature.  And there are goumd
people, who think disparagingly of a minister
who is known to coltivate for the enlnrgement
of his mind, a scientitic acquaintance with the
works of his Creator.

But this state of things is fast passing away.
Divines of this generation are treading closely
on the heels of the professed cultivators of sci-
eiice, Men are rising up as teachers of refigion
who can bring 1o their professional studies all
the collateral light of modern seience.

Natural Science isafter all but modern. In
the renhus of thought it is yet but an infant of
days and has only recently been brought out
of the wilderness  Or, to change the figure, its
diffused and glimmering rays haveonly a few
Yyears ngo been gathered into lights great and
amall in the firmament of trath, I the con-,
servative rehigrous spirit of the age has not
t*nite been able to keep pace with its prugress, 4
this hns been, partly, Lecause screnc. has sume
what broken Jooze from its natural esponsuls
with religion, and partly becnuse the sagacious
Apirit of christianity always climbs with a cau-
tious step the airy leights of human know-
ledge. ‘The prinees of ecience need not there-
fore chide the more venerable if more tardy
priests of the christinn faith,

We have been led into these remarks partly

in sympathy with many of the wise and truth-
ful statements in the introdnctory chapters of
“Archain,” and partly by theslightest possibile
oljection we have to rome scutiments whiclh it
contains bearing upon the trentment of science
by the teachers of religion, Not that we de-
cidediy object to any statements adsanced by
our authcr, but that we wonld wish to supple-
ment than with kindly apologies for the can-
tilous and it may be unscientific student of the-
ology.
1%} this book the seriptural views of the
physical phenomena of the world, questions
that Jie within the domain of what in medern
times is called Biblical Prolegomena are dis-
cussed with much fulness and  force. Every
1oint is looked at with the eye of a Chnistian
Naturalist. Topies of weighty unpurtance are
introduced to the reader which do not gener-
ally come within the range of ordinary reading,
and are presented in such relations as to inter-
cst and impress the mind,  The regions of es-
oteric debate, which though mainly interesting
to scholars andfbelonging to akind of third hea-
ven of religious cuiture, are here opened up
in many of their practical bearings upon re
ligious faith.  Attentive readers will, we are
persunded, rise from the perusal of “Archain”
with a more profound reverence for the sacred
volume, and with minds refreshed and cn-
Inrged with farreaching and Leautiful aspeets
of its cosmical truths,

On the difiicult subiject of the inspiration of
Scripture, this book gives no uncertain sound.
While insisting that ecience should enter upon
its investigations with an untrammelled and
fearless freedom, it at the same time bows with
submission to the revealed word of God. It
shows clearly “that thereis no hypothesis short
of that of p{cnnry ingpiration that will allow
us to attach any value whateverto the biblical
records” While the primitive civilization wus
by no means despicable, it yet cannot be said
to have attained to such n kuowledge of the
laws and phenomena of the universe as could
constitute a basis for the cosmogony of scrip-
ture. Ourauthor justly remarks that the nar
rative of creation bears no internai evidence
of having been the result of inductive enquiry,
but appeals at onco to faith,” It refers to con-

ditions of our planct respecting which science
has even now attained to no conclugions sup-
ported by evidence, and is not in & position to
make dogmatic assertions”  In regard to the
mythieal hyvpothesis, the great dream of Ger-
mnn fidehity, he combats the views of Prof.
Powell, of England, and points out the fallacy
ot many of that able writer's nositions.

Onr author is disposed to take a high view
of the allusiuns to nature formed in seripture,

tlhc creation of the vegetable and animal king-
dom

The second part of Dr. Davwson's book whicly
treats of the unity of the human 1ace, ably
discusses the diflicult topies which itinvolves,
aud is worthy of attentive perusal. In this
department our author i in advance of many
Naturaliets of the present day.  Iis treatment
of the whole subject exhibits a ripeness of
thonght, clearness and acntencss of pereeption,

while he does not go the length of saying that | together with a solriety of judgment not of-

the representations of nature in the Bible are
revelations he yot insiste that they hiave Leen res
corded under the guidanee of inspiration, This
we conceive i3 thetrue positlon to take. We
do not tind the Creatar revealing that which
can be dizcovered by the fuculties he has given
us. In all His relations with men he honors,
much more than philozophers do, the wonder-
ful organs of perception with which he has en-
dowed the human race. The Creator has faith
in human eyes and ears.  1le knows that they
are“very good.” In regard to those things,
therefore, which lie within their reach, he
gives no recelation, but when such things stand
related to the spiritual truthis which pertain
to the mural gosernment of mankind, then he
tw guides the prophets that no human weak

ness or prejudice shall mar the perfest action
of their pereeptive organs,

Taking 1his view of the auestion we may
expeet to find in the Bible allusions to natural
phenomena, which in their truthfuluess rival
the demonstrations of natural science,

Thefirst part of the book discusses the ques-
tions involved in the Mozaic account of the
creation.  Although not much that is new has
Leen said about this difficult matter, our author
hasyet stated well and favorably the argu-
ments in defence of the view which he adopts.
His views are essentinlly the same asthose first
broached Ly Cavier, and sinee his time gener-
ally adopted by scientific men.  We cannot
altogether approve of the system of excegesis
on which he, along with others attempts to es-
talish the by putliesis of day periods of crea-
tion, as the proper interpretation of the crea.
tion days. ‘This idea is ‘»ecoming less tenable
every day. The critical enquiry into the
teatisleading scholars to a more literal ac-
ceptation of its words than the day-period hyp-
othesis will admit of.  The recent discoveriea
in Geology are too giving views of the world's
ancient history, less reconcilealle with this
theory than those upon which even Miller
founded his opinions. It is not now contended
that the Carbonifervus period synehronises with
the third creative day of seripture.  We are
now referred back for that period topthe
region of the crystalline unaltered rocks in
which as yet not a vestige of organic re-
maing has been found, but for this conjec-
ture, there is scarcely a vestige of scientific
proof. Geology is thus shifing its ground,
and professes now ounly to give usan account
of the fifth day of creation, beginning with
the Silurian pcriod in which animal life first
appears.  We apprehend that the uiltimate
inductions of Geology will lead to the conclu-
sion that the world has been formed and fash-
ioned Ly a sericsof ereative acts,continued in all
the departments of organic life up to the time
when man appears This being the sase, thein
ference will possibly be that the Mosaie records
contain & representation of the creation in the
form of six literal days in which there is com-
prehended in epitome all that is necessary for
us to know concerning the origiu of the phys-
ical phienomena of the universe. This view of
the case to which the profound speculations
of Kurtz in his “Bible and Astronomy,” bas
led, and towhich Hugh Miller in his “Testimony
of the Rocks” has aseribed great value, reloases
the teat from its supposed figurative significa.
tion, and Geology, from the necessity of dis.
covering certain distiney warked periods of

ten to be found in writers upon the direursive

questions of Ethnology. ‘To those desirons

of becoming acquainted with the present con-

dition of Ithnological rescarches we cun

xl‘)ccommend nothing Letter than Dr. Dawsen'’s
ook,

We trust that the reading public will show
their appreciation of this able book, and of the
enterprize of its Canadian publishers by speed-
ily purchasing the entire cdition.
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