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ho clubbed ber, put her in the oven, and left her
to bo covked. Presently he retuened, opencd
the oven, and eat as mach of the budy as ho
coulds “I'lus dune, he again covered the oven up
wih carth,  Day by day he returned, unul he
had  caten the whole.— Weslegan Missionary
Jotices.

————
THE SUPPORT OF 'THE MINISTRY.
We trust our readers will excuso us for 1e-
curring once more to this all-important subject.
Wo feel that we are treading on the very verge
of superfluity and excess, than which few things
tend more to weaken a cause; still, cven ut
this risk, we canuot allow the Lecord to go
torth again over the Church without surring up
the minds of vur readers, * by way of remem-
brance,” on this great duty, thuugh we have
uolhmg new i fact,or novel in argument to urge.
Wo have urged various arguments in our
various addresses on thus subject.  Wo have
urged the sucial, material, and pecuniary benefit
which tho couniry derives from tho gospel.  Of
all the institutions in our land, by far the most
valuable, and that to which the country owes
wost, is the Pulpit, Aund of all classes in the
cuuntry, its greatest benefactors, even on the low
ground of order and wealth, are jts ministers.
Without the gospel there can be no conscicace ;
and without conscience there can beno Juw ; and
without Jaw, property has no value, because no
security, It is the gospel in tho ultimato result
that creates propesty ; and surely it is in tho
lnghest degree both impolitic and unjustto with-
hold from the gospel what it needs of that which
1t creates, and especially when it gives back all
iat it gets, and adds hercumo an hundredfold.
But all these and similar considerations are
weak compared with the one paramonnt argu-
ment, that this is an Ogvivaxce of Christ. Weo
spezk now not to the feehng of self-interest;
uut to the principles of equity or justice ; ot to
the dictates of the reason : we speak to the con-
science,  Mimsters are Christ's ambassadoss;
and “the Lord hath ordained, that they who
preach the gospel should tive of the guspel.”
Thiz, then, 13 1 matier that bears the stunp of
Chuist’s authorty. 1t is a Divine .couunaml,
quie asmuch so as that which enjoing s to
wait on the preaching of the Word or to sancufy
the Sabbath,  Aud seeing the will of Christ has
been expressed in this watter, the Christian will
wnhe conscience of giving obedicnee m this asin
cvery other thang m which duty is involved.
‘They that preach the gospel are 1o live of the
aospel.  They are to live wholly by it, and not
parily by it and party by some other profession
or calling.  The time, the hears, the sncngth of
the pastor, are to bo wholly given, in ordinuzy
circumstances, to the care of the flock—to the
word of God.  Such is the command of' Chnist,
and such is his own ordimation vow: and that
divine arrangement is never depagted from bet
with obviously injurious results.  But if the min.
1ster must give himself wholly to Ins worki, he s
entitled to cxpect 1o bo whoily suppunted by it.
The onc is the corrclative of the osher.  1f the
people have & right to require the one duty ot
thesr pastor, ho has an equal right to r-quisc the
other duty of his people ; and if that isnot ful-
filled, hie cannot dischargo his ministry, at least
as Chirist's command and its own infinite impor-
1ance tequito that it should bo discharged.—
Shreds of his time and thoughits he may devote to
it, but nothing more.  For some time the change
way not be pereeptible, either to himself or to
others.  He may continue to draw npon his for-
mer stores, and 1o be floated by his formicer attain-
ments aud habite, but by and by the sickly hue
of sinking spiritual health will come over him:
Ins nunistrations will become less spirital, less
feeding ; the fire will at last go out ; and the
sad effects will disclose themselves both in pulpit
and in pew of contravening and contemning the
vrdinance of Christ.

But, furtner, they that preach the gospel ato to
live without caretoluess.  We do not say that
. they are to hve atiluentiy or Juxuncudy, or that
j they ate to be putatt a pusition 1 which they
; may amass pehes, and vie with ihe worad 10 the
fstyfe and costhmess of therr estsbishmens,

‘This is not the meaning of their Lord's appoit.
ment, DBut of not uaunes, ordimary comborts
undoubtedly como within the scope of that ap.
pomtment ; 1f not placer, which may be tho
abude of spicudouc—which ay be the home
of comfurt; 1f not apparel  wiich may  tos.
cter pride—=taiment whalt may  becume  the
stition 3 of nut veands which may patper theap-
{ petsie, lood winch niay promote the body's health,
j and mamtam s streogih 3 s the 1aw of Chinst
jrequies,  And why ! Because withont these
the uunsster cannot dischargo the duaes of tis
office as they ought to bo dizcharged.  He has
nesther mental composure nor physical enerygy
to du so. Even hiterawro requires mental tran-
quilisty 1o 18 successful prusecution, how much
moro the sacred oflice, with its anxieties and
responsialities, 1 distracted every day and
every hour of every day by tho thought of how
hie and lus fanndy are 10 be provided wath food
and clothing and the other necessanes of life,
, how can he bend the calin strengih of s mand
i to the study of the Word 1 Iow can he think
of the flock, consider tho condition of each,
bear them an Ins spint 1 prayéer! How can he
make hunselt acquamnted wah coutemporary
hiterature, aequire the vaned iteligence and the
j many accomplishments necessary 10 the suse
| tuned efliciency and variety of tus mtmistrations,
It surrounded 1 hus ibrary by an atmnosphero of
j anxeety, how can he study § af he earnes every
| Sabbath monnng 10 the pulpit a burden of de-
i pressing cares, how can ho preach?  ths
thoughts are seattered, bus strengh 13 wasted,
; and his encrgies are dissipated, aund 2 mututude
of corroding and enfechung goels and anxtetes
j about worldly matters. At extraordmary junc-
{ures, or i thnes of pereecution, the mmister
jmay be bifted above wml these, and s viguur,
spntuality, and efficieney mamtaned 10 despue
jof them, e can then expeet the countervarhing
j grace of the Holy Spint. But congiegations
i have no night to expeet special communseations
to their pastor 1o compensate for their neglect,
They must lay therr account with teaping as they
sow, in tlus respeet, atul o receiving back s
tual blessings m measure proporitoned to that
in wluch they have given temporad good thungs,
On the low grouud of seif-mterest, then, con-
gregativus ought to make a more adequate
support for their pastors.  For alt the Lindness
shewn  them, they may contdently cxpect a
return mamfold 1 the mereased power and iee-
dom of ther ministrations.  “1us dorsaat imply
that financial arrangements are paramount with
unisters, or thut they prosecute their calbing
with the sante commercial mouves asother men,
¢ It simply acknowledges that they aremen of
1 hike passions with their hearers: that cares depress
thems, that coldness clalls them, and that
they will do mure work, and do it better, when
there powers are invigorated and their affections
warned by the symphathy and kinduess of their
flocks, than when treated with neglect, or left
to sirugglo with want, Next to the support and
consolation which they denve from the prescace
of their Master, is the strength which they draw
from the attachinent of their congregations.
Nor can a full measure of blessing be expeeted
from aboveif a congregaton s neglectlul of ats
duty hereine  Its temple-door may not be shut ;
but the heaveas over it inay be se.  ‘The pastor
may daly appear every Sabbath in the pulpit, but
the Great Minisier may bo absent.  Tho word
may be spoken, but the Llessing withlield ; and
if the blessing be withheld, what pleasuse can
be enjoyed, what profit can be reaped from ordie
nances ! “Thiey have become ** dry breusts, and
miscarrying womhs.”  Doubtless the state of
matters which has prevailed, as regards tho sup-
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putt ot tho mumstry, over alt Christendom, and
amongst all denoninations, has been 1 ighly
displeasing to God,  Cliist exercises a very
tender care over s numsters, Ie has been ne
ditterent spectator of the strans o whieh they
have been redeced, and the pavanuns they have
been called to endure.  As tho Goud Shepherd
he exercizes a pecaliar eympathy with the undcl-'
shepherds, and the seevices readered to them he
accounts as rendered 1o hingelf, and as sueh will
e requite them,  ** loarnuch as ye have dane
1w unto wme”  Let the congregations of thy 1ree
\Chuuh, then, ree Ghnst connng to them 1 1he

persona of s mumsters.  He has beew sutfermp
i thaeir persons, aid he now secky to be benofited
i therr persons, It as a lagh privitege and
{ honoar to nunsaer to Hhim,
But all conmderauons of self-mterest aro
weak compared with the higher ground ot can.
’scwncc and duty,  It1s an ordmance of Chnat,
a commuud ot lis Lord, which we are now pres.
jsingon the Chrstian. He knows that he cannot
j disregard 3t wahout vieatng a taw of God's
house, and contemmng the authority of the Kine
’of Zion. But there 1s a lagher mitluenco ml;’,
j even love, which will 1ead the Chinstian to give
y ubedience hiote, not a8 a debt of duty, but ag o
debt of gratitade.  Can ad he can give 1o Chast
ever repay what he owes to luml Who wag
1t who broke tus fetters when he was a2 miserabio
bondsman ! Who was st who gave lim peaco
when oppressed by a sense of guilt and distracied
by the terrors of  dgiment? Who 13 3¢ that
every day feastz hun on the words of hfe, and
cvery Sabbath chicers hinn wath the hope of liea-
ven?  Who 15t that counseis bun in tho strais
and comlotts hun 1 the tnals of s prgnimage ¢
Is 1t not s gracious Lord 1 What, then et bee
do but love 2 and what ean love do but strive to
rewm Rindness for fanduess, however witinstely
short 1ty come of that which she has e
fecived ! Her natural language 15,20 Whag shall
i1 render uuto the Lord tor ali tus benetits to.
ward me I Naot that she hopes ever o jepay ;
hut beeause ber Lord has engusned hier 20 10 do
for lus honour and s profit. Let the Chistian
only histen to the vorce of love withn huy, and
our pleadings will be annccessy.  “Thiy pow-
etful momtor has not been unbieard nor unist-
ened to m past tuses amonyg the members of the
Free Church of Scotaud { and all we seck s,
10 sty up thor pure mnds by way of remems
hrance,” a8 to what may yet be Jucking 1o tho
full dizcharge of s first great and paranoun:
duty.—Home and Forerzn Record.
———— e ———t—
HENRIANA,

Religion does not destroy envitity and good
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It is better wot to speak at all, thas 1o speat:
wickedly.

If by the rebukes we aro under for our ¢in, wo
are brought 1o gaive more credit 10 the word of
God, we bave no reason 10 complain of thems.

Whea we cannot perfonn the seivice of Gad,
s0 well as wo desire, yet, it we petform it as
well as we can, God will accept of us iu it.

In God's gracious dealings with us, we ought
to ohserve lis gracious regards 1o ua,

We must be prepared by giace an this world,
for glory in the other, by the ferrors of the law
for the comforts of the gospel; and by the spi-
rit_of bondage for the spirit of adoption.

Nothing has a more duwect tendeney to pre-
pare people for Chast than the doctrine of 1o-
pentance recaved and subimited to,

Where sin becomes grievous, Christ will be-
come precious,

Prayers of faith are filed in heaven ; and
though not presently answeted are not furgolten.

Prayers, made: when wo were young, may e
answesed when wo are old, or cven when wo
have gonc out of the world,

Those mercies, which are given i anawer to
prayer, are doubly sweet.




