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or Clovernors laid nands on
Timothy. What for? To im-
art miraclous gifts or o det
{xim apart as an  evangelist?
Not the former, because elders
or governors lucked the power
to Ympart miraculons gifts, al-
though thoy may have possess.
e the power to werk tinicles,
Morcover, Paul exhorts Tim-
othy “tostir up the gift of God
which fa a1 thoo by the putting
on of my hands” 2 Timothy
1-4, 8o if Timothy possessed
tha power to work miracles he
did not recsive that power
when he was ordainod or set
apart to the mimstry, but by

21 the fmposition of Paul's hands,

Alexaunder Campboli in his ad-

A, Boorr,

G, Morno, . Wistton
Jan, Lentann, . Ridgetowa
Ggo. J. Baxotar, . orento
C. Brwctaim, o . Ridgetomn
W. M, Crrvaon, . Acto
AL Fixow, . Owen Sound
E L Prere, - Selkitk

OKDINATION,

Rocently the question—
“Should Christian Churches
continus the practise of ordin-
atjon” has become the subject
of a fow bitteruncourteous and
unreasonablearticles. Werofer
{mticularly. to the articles
hoaded “Ordination at Owen
Sound” and “A. Scott's 1mpar.
ted gift to A, I. Tinch,” ns
found on pages 335 and 324,
respectively, in thir month’s
Biblo Index. 'Wo regret that
brothren should so far forget
themselves, and the rules
which should govera or guide
e ) !

wh i
Bible questions or winle eriti-
cising thej actions of brethren,
as 0 indulge in language
which dieplays the absence of
love, refinement of thought
and fectings which christians
should possess, Why Bros.
Scott and Finch should be
singled out and made targets
for crarse vituperation is a
problem which cannot besolv.
ed by the application of the
“Golden Ltule.”

If the 1sible were as silent
as tho grave on the Ordination
guestion and if our brethren
had always refused to practico
it because of such silence, con-
demnation would-boe in order,
and if such woro the case the
use of unkind explatives such
ag permoate the articles refor.
red to, wonld tend to apgrevate
instead of romove the evil.
DBut is the Biblesilent with re.
ferenco to-ordination? Was
it not prastised by the Apos-
tles and carly christians, and
eanctioned by the Holy Spivit ¢
If ro shonld not the cereraony
bo perpetuated 7 And have
not our ablest and best Bibli
eal exegotes, suchas Alexander
Campbell, Robert Milligan and
J. W, McGarvey not only prac
tised ordination bug wntten in
favor of its perpetuity ? That
ordination wae pragtised by
the Apostles aud early Christ-
fans no behierer will deny, but
those who oppose its perpet.
ulty atfirim that the practise
of Iaying on hands should have
ceased ,with spiritual gifts;
that aniraculous gifts occom-
panied tho laying on of hands
during the Apostolic age and
as miracles ceased,tho practice
thzroush whick powcrwpgrton;x

should cense also. This posi-
tion would be correct if it
could be shown that none but
the Apostles porticipated i
the ordinstion ceremony, be.
cause they, only, had the
gowcr to impart- spiritual mits;
it we find in Acts xiif, that
Simeon, Lucius and Manaen
Jaid hands on Barnabas and
Saul, in obedience to the Spi-
rit's command, “SEFARATE me
Barnabas and Saul & ike work
to which I have called them.”
And unless it ¢an ba shown
that those prophots and tesch.
ers had the power to impart
spiritual gifts we must con-
clude that the object in view
was separation and not impar-
tation.
» But we find that others
sside from the prophets and
teachers mentioned took part
in the ondination ceremony.
Tinothy was commanded “to
neglect not the  G1eT that was
«nhitn, which was given him
by prophecy, with the Jaying
on of the hands of the Presby.
tery” 1 Tim, 414 We
learn by this that the Elders

blo essay on the Christian
Ministry says:

“In pro! that seniors lay on
hands, we appeal to the fact,
Acts 11, for tho Apostles were
the oldest converts in Jerusal-
em, We appeal also to the
fact that the presbytery or
eldership laid handson im.
othy, and gave him tho gift or
affice ‘o( an evanyelist,

And are there two rules of
ordination in one system t
Paul and Baroalas, though
Apostlee, were themselves or-
dained b{ the church at Ane
tioch by its prosbytery. Cone
saquently senlors tn Christ, as
such, can, of divine warrant,
lny hands on any persons, for
any offica to which the church
has elected them, It must be
dona also by prayer and fast-
ing” Sea section 17, page 83,
Christian, System,

Wshave quoted {rom Acts
13 to show thaf certain pro-
phets and teacl tained

meany aservant  And as duas

, .
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el
:‘g;mtaxhe a Divinely appointed

cons or servants wore solemnly

di , or an ordi which

st apart in tho beginuing b
tho fuposition of hands and by
prsyar.  Should not those who
aro n{;pointed to that offtes
now be thus solemnly set
apart.  But it is said by those
who oppose ordinatiun that the
Apustles lafd their hande an
theso seven deacons o impart
to than the Holy Ghost or
power ¢4 work miracles, Probably
at this time thoy did receive
such power, although nothir,
fg said to justify a positive af-
firmation_ with reference to it,
but tho Holy Spirit does tell
us that an appointmoent was
made and in connection with
that appointment we have the
fiposition of hands, henco the
laying on of hands belongs to
the np}»ointin ceremony; tho
rift of the loly Spint may
iave beon o result but was uot
tho object in view,

J. W, McGarvey in come
menting  on this oceurrence
says “Tho part porformed by
tha Aposties was cacir appoint.
ment to oflico. But all tho
Apostles did was to_ pray and
lay on their hands henegythis
was tho cetomony of their sp.
pointment. It stands upon ro-
cord as a precedent and should
bo complied with in similar
cases.  Tho fact that men cane
vot now confer a miraculous
gift by laying on hands does
not relieve them from the ob-
ligation to impose hands’ asa
ceremony of appointment to
office.  Tho question as to who
thould perforin the
ceremony should  give no
\troublo. . . . . Whoever
plants a church, or sets one in

and fromn 1 Tin, 4:14, to show
that cldors or governors per-
formed tho same ceremony but
there is yet another ¢lass of
officers who were commended
to ordain also, Paul in jwrit.
ing to Tituw said “For this
cattge  Jeft I thee in
Crete that thou shonldst setin
order the things that are waut.
ing and ordain ellers in every
¢ity as I had appointed thee,”
And the same Apostle advised
Timothy “To lay hands sud-
denly on no men”  Robers
Milligan in his articlo on Ev.
angelists says “ That inthe sol-
emn work of oréination he
(Timothy)should impose hands
suddenly and raskly on no
man”  Sco “Schemo of Re-
demption,” page 308.

We have seen that three
classes, viz, Prophets and
Teachers, Elders er the Pres.
bytery, and Kvangelists, prace
tired ordination. nons of which
hiad tho power to impart splrit.
usl or miraculous gifts, and if
they ordeined withthe appro-
val of the Holy Spirit should
not elders and evangelists ore
dain now? The positions or
offices to which they ordained
existe, When did the cero«
mony attending the appoint.
ment cease to exist? In alt
institutions—secular or religi-
ous where au office cxists the
initiatory ceremony can be
found also.

Having ascertained who or-
daincd, wa will now proceed to
point out the classes of officers
who were_snd should or-
dained. In Acts 6 we have
the first account of the ap-
pointing or ordinatiou cere-
mony. The Apostles told the
murmuring Grecians “to look
ocul among you seven men of
Tones? report, full of the Holy
Ghostand wisdomn whom we
my appoint over this business.
Tut we will give ourselvos con-
tintally to prayerand the say-
ing pleastd tho whole multi.
tudoand they Zhoss Stephen,
& 1an fall of faith and o the
Holy Ghost, and_Philip and
Procherus and Nicanor, and
Timon, and Parmenas, »nd Ni«
colas a Troselyte of Antioch,
whom they set  Dbefore the
Apostles, and whon they had
prayed, they 13id  their hands
on them.”

There is no reasonable doubt
but that theproper appellation
for the above soven is “Dea~
con” Yecause they occupied
the position of scrvants of the
church and the word deacon

order, should lay hands on fts
oftlcers.”

The next class who submit-
ted to ordination was Preach-
ers, oven the Ayostle Paul and
tho evangelist or teacher, Bar~
nabas,when about to start on a
presching tour among the Gen-
tiles wero ordeined by the
Presbytery at Antioch. See
Acts 13,

In this casnthe words ap-
point or ordain do not oecur

ut o have tho word separate

instead. But Pdul rattles the
question as to whether ho was
ordsined or not, In his letter
to Timothy he says, “Where.
unto I am ordained a preacher
and an wpostle. (I speak the
truth in Christ and lie not) a
teacher of the Gentiles i faith
and verity.” 1 Tim. 2.7.

The third and last class
mentioned in tho Acts of the
Apostles, as heving been or.
dnined is Elders,  While on
tho preacbing tour to which
Barnabas.and Saul had been
sant from Antioch,thoy ordain-
of Elders in every city. Acts
14:23.  And Titus was left at
Creteto set 1n order tho things
that were wantiug and to or-
dain Llders in overy city as
Paul had appointed him,

Space will not permit fur-
ther investigation of tho ques.
tion in thisissue, but wo pre.
sume that sufliciont proof has
been deduced to show that or-
dinatioa was practised by the
Primitive Christians; that fast-
ing, prayer, and the impotition
of hands constituted the cere
mony ; that Elders and
Evangelists ordained with the
approval of the Holy Spirit;
that.D , B list i

Y {18 sa g

\J} sidered divine
as o Uailly” il not “blasphewous
faree,” ordination “mummery,”
stc., and can spesk of tho presche
er who condugied the ceres
mony as & paltry alip of a preach:
e We havo always thought
that arcument, not vituveration.

pentance that aves, Whoen a
person Lehevea on Clirtht ond e~
pentsof Jus sine, such & perion
fain & gaved stateand §s baptized
because he fs in neaved condition,
This rearoning sounds very woll
and the only dillicalty fn the
way of ita acceptance lioa in its
contiadiction with the words of
our Saviour, “Ho that Lelieveth

should bealeadingch

wilterawhoprofesstotakethebible
and the Bibleonly for theirguide,
but spparently an effort s belng
tade to subvert the examplo set
us by thoso noble ploreers of
primitive christianity, Fortune
ately for tho cause of truth avd
Justice this class of writers cou
poso but asmall part of the
Lrotherhood in  Canads, and we
trust tho time mall soon come

aud iy baptized shall b saved,”
and with the words of Detes,
“Repent nod be baptited in the
uamo of Jesus Chirfst for the ro.
muaen of #ins.”’ Tha Doclor ia
authotity for placing salvation
bolore baptiam, whilo the King of
ings and Lond of losda places sal
vation or the 1emtssion of sine
after baptinn, Whose teaching
shall we nccaptt The Doctor’s
position as to tho Juportance of

when “Rig} (right dolug
sight thinkiug, truthful speaking
and wiiting) will cover the earth
as the waters cover the mighty
deep.” HT.L
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MIETING IN MUSKOKA.

When Bro. Suirling lett home
for Muskola, ha wroto asking me
to cotne along as soon ae porible,
Accopting his invitaton 1 was
with him on Thursday, Oct. 28,
and a mesfing was announced for
mo a4 a school houss B milos from
Bracobridge, commoncing Lond’s
day, Nov. 1at, at 7 pan.  Finde
fug a goodly number prescnt the
moeting was continued 9 evenings
during which time s1x of thoto
who heard the word belioved and
were baptized, and one Jady who
had been baptized by the Metho-
dists unfted with us on the
“Great Union Ground,” with the
Bible only as our ruleof faith
and practise,  These seven with
thiree who obeyed tne gospel,
when Bro. Stirling held two
meetings ihere in September,(ma
king ten fn all} have decided to
meet regularly on Lotd's day for
worship, and willaleo conduct a
Sunday School for the instrection
of the younger people. I enjoyed
my stay awong theso brethren
very much, talhing from mosning
until evening about the things of
the Master’s kingdom, and the
excoeding great and preefous pro-
mites in God's Words A stay 30
short whers to much work s
needed, was to be regretted, 1
conld -only preicise to return
again §{ poseible, unless some one
elso shal! hiold & moating there.

J. C. Wirrxraw,
e
DR. CASSELS ON BAPTISM
AND CLOSE COMMUXNION.

On the 3rd Lord's day in Oct-
ober, out Baptist {riends here
wero favored with a vuit from
1)1, Cassels, Prosidont of McMas.
tar Hall, Toronto, In the after
noon he discoursed to a large
audicneo on the subject of “Bap-
tist Belief.,*  The Doctor pastoss-
e3 many oxcellent qualitics us a
public spesker ; is calin and de-
hiberate in his mauncer, uses good
language aud  displays_ o kwndly
YIRS

g nd
Elders were orda inedin many
cases by men who had no
power to impart imiraculous
gilts,also that our ablest Bibki.
calsciiolars have advocated the
practise  of ordination and
written in favor of its perpets
uity.

Our old and csteemed
brothers, Black and Sheppard,
have practised ordination jin
Canada, not forgetting tho lay-
ing on ofhands.  Of course wo
do not argus for a continu-
ance of the practicc simply
because  Bros.  Campbel,
Milligan, McGarvey, Black,
Sheppard and & host of our
ablest and most devoted breth
ren have adveeated it, butin
view of the plain declarations

of the Bible, we cannot
understand  how  Christians
having s gool conscience

p , harsh and vindic.
tivoness aro commodities which
ho appears to have but hitle f
any uso forjand in this und many
othet rapects, his atylo of spoaks
ing is worthy of imitation. Ilis
srguments and appeals for the
uuion of God's pesvlo were clear
and strong.but in #peaking of the
importanco of Baptiem and on the
subjecs of Closé Communion, we
thought his ressoning was very
defective. 1o said maoy peoplo
are laboting under the impressi

chiat Baptists attach an import-
ance to baptiem which it dses
not powseas, vizt a saving effect
Ho appeated very onxious to cor-
tect this impression, and smphati-
cally denied the existonce of any
conncetion between baptism aud

salvation,  Said it is faithand ro-

ptism showed to disadvintage
when he explained the pontion
Daptests hold  with  referonce to
Close Commuulon as piactind by
them, safd we do not fnvite any

to pattake of the Loids
Supper who have not been .
racrsed it is {or his obedient child.
ten, and thote who have tot been
immorsod arein a atato of dis.
obodience,  But the Doctor has
alrcady aaid chat taith and repent.
whice taves,

Tho saved eonpory Cheist’s
Mingdom, They aro God'schitldren
and being hie childten they are
heits with Christ.and therefore
haven right to every privilego
which heirs enjoy fncluding access
to the Lord's tabla Consequently
il the Doctor is sure that tha re-
wistion of sins taker placo Lefore
Laptism how can ho connistoutly
discrininato between the immers.
o savod, and the unimmersed
saved, at the Lord's table, Are
not Christ’s folloners /all thesav.
ed) eqaal, aud being equal do
they not all enfoy the same privi
legest

If the doctor  would follow the
examplo of Peter and tell anxious
beligvers to repent and be bap.
tized In the name of Josus Christ
for the remission of sins, s he
did on the day of Pantocost, and
beeonio followersof Christ through
obedituco %o his will, “For He
Leing made  perfect, boame the
author of Ktirnal Salvation unto
all them who odey him Hebrows
5.9, All difficultios as to who
ehould partake at -the Lord’s
tabls would disappear as mist be-
for the toming’s sun, aud teach.
g which fs:  consider-
ed inconsistent by all relygicus
people outside of the Daptist
Chuich, would give way tnthat
which is conslstent and logical
and what it far better—IDabl-

eal. ILT.L.
0
Stratford, Qet. 19.
Dear Bros:
Bro TLadiatd went away

alter apending & very profitable
weck to the chureh, and having
baptized on Faday night the
youny lady who made confession
when Bro. Harding wae hete. I
was vety sorry Bro. L could not
slay longer with us and thiok wo
shall have to ask tho Ridgetown
and Blenheim brethren to let us
havo him sgain In tho near future
for o continued mooting. Wo
hope they will nrepare their
minds to answer, Yee /
Encar Mackrne,
Wo had a fito in our meeting
houre on tho 11th. A chande.
lier with #ix lanps felland broke
making a torrible
fire. mining threo  seats and
blackening the ceiling. No one
was hurt.  If it had occurrad 20
minutes later, the andience wonhi
have been in, and without a
doult fives would have beon lost.
Al weell, 11, B, Sumnyax,

——

Dratit==Whilo I-vas on the
Mamtowlin Island in Seplember
Tast, hother aud sister 3t John.
son of Ure Bay, were ealled upon
to part with a aweet htile buby
boy, Tha mortal remains of
which we accampasied to the

deity of thedead™  WLILC

NEWS ITEMS.

Bro, Stlrhng visited the Chuveh
at Collingword, Nov. 22

Broa Shetman and Seott are 1n
a meeting at Beamsville with fonr
additions at last wnting and a
goodd intorest,

Bro, Steventon is to remain
oix menths longer at 8t. Thomas,
There wero two captiims there
on the Bth inst,

During 1y stay at Goro Bay,
Bro. Geo 11 Walter was duly
suthotized to petform the rite of
marringe.  W. M, Croweon,

Bros, C. Sinelsit and Sheppant
held a sliott meeting in Toboin
Qctober at which time fout were
added to tho church,  Bro A
Sinelair is 1 acceptable worker
in that part,

Bro. 0. G. Mertzog has been
engaged as ovangelst by the Now
Yotk State  Missionary Socioty,
We are glad to see Bee: M, xight
into tho wotk ogain, but sorry
that ho has left Ont.

.

"Ilie brethren at West End, To-
tonto, need a howse of their own
Dadly, thev canuot hold a series
of meetings in the lall they oe.
cupy, asatis used tor other pur.
poses during the week,

Bra. C. J. Lister has erotutned
from tho Manitoulin, Durnag
his stay thore thitteeu wero bap.
tizad,  The Jebate epokon oi did
1oL coe oxn,

Bro. Stavenson of St, Thomas
and Elder Sheppard just closed &
mectng ot Lowmanvitle, during
which twelve were added to the
church, We are glad to hear
that Bro, Sterenson s doing
come crangelistic work, It he
would be porfect uaw, he abounld-
write more for the Wonxea,

Ridgetown, Nov, 7.
Dosr Bros:—Bro Martz left
hete for his first appointment ay
Roduey this moring. Wo called
our brethren together and spent
last evening fu frayer for his suce
cots and” he fs yone out foll of
hope.  Bro Sinelair was with us
and exhorted us not only to pray
but to make sacntice for the sue.
cest of the work,  Trusting that

suceess may attend Lim.

Iam
Yout Bro.

J. Lreviano.

Bro, Barclay has a pressing ins
vitation, fiom somne churches in
ivew York state, aeking himtogo
over and devote his wholo timo
to proaching the Gospel among
them. Those brethren would do
well fo sccuro the services of Bro.
Darelay for he is ag earnest wor-
koe; bur we would Le zorey to
sce him Joave OQutarlo, whero
work is o much needed. The
churches hero should bestir them
sclves and retain him fn our
widst, and_ we believe Dro. B,
would prefer remaining in Ontario
1f his labors would only Lo appro.
clated as thoy ought,

Baysrille, Nov, 14

Bro. Editors :—1 havo juet re«
turned from Acton, Am moving
wy family up here, wish my pa.
per sent Lere.  Twenty Lsptisms
hote and in Ridout; sinca Bro.
Munro eame much goed Liak been
done, fivo or #ix are uniting who
have beots Laplised by the sects
maktog say 256 fuclnding the five
reperied fast wonth at the open.
ing of the meating houss in Ri.
dout.
Yours, &c.y

W. M: Cnrwsox,
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