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"Phe fortunes of war had made them
competitors at the shrine of Mars, in
times of national hostility ; and return-
ing peace yevived that rivalry at the
shrineof Cupid. ‘The brand of devas-
1ation was superceded by the torch of
love; thesoldier’s ferocity had melted
into the tenderness of the suitor; the
weapons of death and the splendor of
martial cquipage were laid _as:de for
music, poetry and the decorations of the
toilet.  Each followed the dictates of
capriccin forming his plan of attack
upon the fair citadel of a virgin heart,
though almost equally ignorant of the
worth of that prize and the effcetual
means of making the conquest.

Young Clare hiad long been known
and csteemed by the connexions of

Saroline May ; their personal acquaint.
ance had been more intimate than
Tengthy, thogh lessso than it mighthave
been bad not his modesty equalled his
merit; and though they knew sonie-
thing of each vthersreal characters, yet
Clare unjustly believed Caroline too
suuch under the infiuence of fashiona-
ble vanity : which, though he despised
in a map, it seemed necessary to com-
ply with, ratherthan Jack in those at-
wractions borrowed by his gaudv com-
petitor.  Arnold, the other rival, was
«omparatively a stranger in the neigh-
borhood, having recently settled in this
country which a few years before he
had visited in the characterof a marau-
der—but let us turn to that period.

< We will breakfast in little York,
dine at Kingston and sup at Montreal,?
said the American commander, taunt-
ingly, as hie gave orders at midnight
for crossing the Niagara, that indeli-
ble line of Nature evidently designed
{or the boundary of two Tingdoms.
“We will breakfast at liti*s-York?—
ah! but they stopped at the balf-way
house for supper, and supped tco on
sorrow. In drawing up this nice bill
of cntertainments, the valor of our Ca-
nadian pioneers had not been taken in-
1o the account ; but their unlooked for
and obstinateresistance so impeded the

march, of the insurgents that night
overtook them within' twenty miles of
where they decamped eighteen hours
previous.

Other circumstances than the resis-
tance which they oughtto have ex-
pected, retarded the movemens of the
invading cerps.  Avarice and insub-
ordination hung like dead weights on
the designs of those inflated Icaders,
who with more ecxperience and pru-
dence mignt have anticipated the haz-
ards to which they would have been
exposed even with the most disciplin-
ed soldiers. As it was, too many of
their followers broke all restraint, and
disgraced their country and her cause
by disobedience, desertion and plunder.
Such are the degrading effects of war.
The man of tolerable principles, in a
well regulated society and under the
restraints of civil law, too often loses
all reserve in the camp, and satisfies
his real or imaginary wants by acts at
which men of true virtue would blush
And wmany of their brottersin arms
did blush, while their officers remon-
strated, when subalterns and privaes
wurned aside from their country’s ser-
vice to rob the defenceless for their
own priveteaggiundizement.

Of these who fled for personal safe-
1y, at @ monents warning, and left their
unprotected habitatinn to the merey of
an enemy, the female members of Mr.
May’sfamily betook the woods, he with
his sons haviag repaired to the British
standard. Searce had Caroline reach-
aneighboring thicket, at the margin of
which she turned to contemplate the
roof that sheltered her infaney, when
half a dozen straggling soldiers, who
had outstripped the main body, made
a predatory incursioninto the house.
One of these was Arnold, our rival,
who litile thought that he invaded the
sanctuary of her for whom he wouid
one day be as ready to sacrafice lislife,
as he now was his honor for lucre. A-
mong the articles which fell to hisshare
of the pillage wasa golden breast pin
of peculiar workmanship and contain-
ing several rare gems of considerable
value. This pin was lettered with M.
C. the enitials of the maiden-nanie of
Caroline’s mother who on her death
bed put the present in herfond daugh-

ter’s bosom, where it had since veen
almost constantly worn.  Inthe hurry
of dressing, on that morning of dis-
may, the pm had been left with other
jewelsto gratify the rapucity of Arnold
and his companions.

Turning to the night scene of these
invaders, we find them, after a tedious
evening march, encamped near the
head of lake Ontario exhausted and
disheartened.  Their numbers had
dwindled away, while the opposition
of the backwoodsmen grew more for-
midable; and they now began to think
of exercising something like prudence.
Dreading that want of fidelity which
had become so manifest during the day,
every man was compelled to commit
his money and trinkets to a_common
charge during the night. This treas-
ure was deposited in a bucket and let
downin a well over which a centry
was placed. Having stationed'a piquet
guard and taken othier precautions the
camp retired to needful repose.

Atihe head of Burlington Bay may
still be seen the rains of a fort, where
werestationed a few troops at tiie {ime
of which we are writing. Intelli-
gence soon reached this fort of the near
approach and encampment of the en-
emy;and before miduight afew rep-
ulars, reinforced by voluntecers who
kept constantly pouring into the ranks,
were making aforced march tosurprise
them. ‘The Americancampwaschain-
cd in slumbers haunted by dreams of
disaster, while the tears of evening
fell on their unsheltered brows; and
the darkness of the night rendered
mare dense by heavy fog, concealed
their danger from the centries till alarm
from them wasneedless. Someof the
Americans were awoke by aheavy fire
which confirmed many of their fellow
soldiers in eternal sleep ; and those who
wereso fortunate as to survive the first
firesaved theinselves by flight without
a feint of resistance.

After the enemy weredispersed, their
camp was spoiled and the dead and
wounded respectfully disposed of, In
this rummage, the well was examined,
the bucket of treasures drawn up, and
a token of merit confered on the vol-
untcers by the distribution of its con-
tentsamong them. ‘The brest-pin feli



