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it without a struggle. If G od gave it to us, He, surcly meant, us to preserve
it. And iLs possession oughlt Vo bu- casier to continue, than tVo acquire by thoseý
wlio hiave nieyer hiad it. Its presetice ini any one denoininiation is of great
a-Ivantagre to ail te othieis-preseutiing an illustration of te privileges of' the
Gospel alnd quickenling ail their, elurgies. In titis way its presence Ï11i Methio-
disit bais done inucii for Cltristianity ini general, by infusing iiew life into al
sections of te church, and leaidiig Vo ta higher type of piety everywitere. it
muist have beuit thiat God desigîted titis to bu te resuit; antd witile I liioîtored.
us Nvitih such a mission, Ife helil us accountabie for its accuoinplishmiien t. We
iteud Vo féui tlîat titis is our mission. The churches and the w'orid are as iueli
iiineecd or> this influenice to-day as ever they were, and Methodismn siîould be
as efficient ini its exercise. To fuel titis obligation as our hionor, is to g-aini a
motive for te preservatton of the revival spirit.

2. Dlic maintenance of our'pcouliSr mecans of qiracc in Ille utmnoet purity and
çficicy. Thoso iteans of gtace which are to a greater or less (iegree pec--
liar to us are class-inectings, ioveiu.ists, antd prayer-ineeting.. ]3y ieans of
these te vital cottscious expurience of r-eligioti as te p)rivilege of the believer
lias been kept inost proiniîtetty bel ore ail our people. The tighest foiîns of
scriptural preaciitg could not have dote, it as effctively. lieir -very exis-
tence bias itnpiied titat savitg faith brings a I)ersoItal and conscious experiettce
of tite thiigs of God. Evenl to kieep, stich a fauet distinctiy before a people iýs
to do a great wvork Vending towards iLs actual realizatioin.

In addition to titis, however, titese ineans of grace hiave, very efficiently
hielped ini te preservation of the very warîttest type of piety, w'hich, is the
auatrantee of the presetice and powver of the revival, spirit. Class-iiieetings
inay becotue dead atnd, formnaI Lhing s, and. wv1eil that coites to pass they vill
do littie, towards the spirit of xevivalism. Bult wvhei they are wvhat, titeir in-
stitution iîttends teintVo be-ineans Vo hieip seekers itito te kingdoin of God,
and itteans Vo itelp believers Vo lielp) ecd otiter to work out titeir salvatioît-
then titey wiil do iuci ittdeed Vowards the perpetuatioti of the revival spirit.
Eacli cihus titei is a ce.ntre of ligitt, a htome of lioly ixtfluetîces, a liot-bed of
soiil-saving a.geîtcies. And whtthe class is to die dozenl or inore whio comn-
pose it, the lovefeast is Vo the society or te circuit. If onte iieniber, whether
person or class, rejoice, ail tite otiters wiil rejoice w'ithi it, antd will be mnost
iikely Vo share te coinnton good.

Therc miay be grounid f'or doubt whether prayer-meetings are peculiar to
Methiodismn. Anidit iiaybe very readily rantedtVitat, at preseitt ltey a,,re not,
Vhoughti in our earlier history Vhey were. But if noV Vlie naine, yet te char-
acter of te tltinc is l)eculiar to us perliaps as mnucit as ever. A 2Nethodist
prayer-mieetingç is unilike any othcr pyr-ein-sesigwith. al
siflhness and forniaiity, it seents Vo say God's people are inet for prayer. It
does itot denaîtd te presence of the stiff and solettîn tmanl of te puipit Vo
direct its course. Mucit le:,s does it requil'e hiis wisdotn to deternime wlho is
fit Vo pray. Such a meceting wouid, noV long pass for a Methiodist prayer-
meeting ini the duilest society ini our whiole connexion. The Methiodist idea
of a prayer-mêéetittg is one Nvhiere, ail have au. equal privilege and right Vo


