FRIEN DLY GREETINGS

NEARER.

"\:f:m: Like is near—its water's sleeping

‘&’5 Glassy and still and sweet ;

=" Or cdse in gentlest vipples creeping
Upwards to lave our feet,

Yet nearer than the blue waves play,

Is God's great luve to us to-day.

The sicatus are nwar—as onward ever

- The torrent rushes on;

Lach noment fresh, aet staying neven
Anather, yet the same;

But nearer still that stream Divine,

Ready to Sl your heart and miane.

The hills are near—as if they waited
Sume message o impart:

Su still and solemn, as if freighted
With Dblessings to our hearts;

Neares, yeb nearcr, cvery hour,

(O Saviour’s presonee and His power.

Weany one, thar kit nabwe teach thee,
Thou att not ieft alone;

And Gul's own voice through nature reach thee,
With lessons of Iis own—

Of love and tenderness and care,

Whidi He Liath meant it to declare.
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DO YOU READ THE B/BLE?'

@\\o Mongol ‘Tarlars came from the frontier of
a9 China to St. Petershwry, that they might learn
Europran manners.  During their residence
there thoy were asked by a CGerman missionary to
assist him in tmanslating the New Testament into their
language ; and they then came every day to spend
=ome time in his study.

When the work was finished, and the book lay on
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the table, the two Tartars remained grave and silent.
The pastor inquired the reason, and was rejoiced to
find that they had becume converts to Christianity.
“We have studied,” said they, ¢ in vur own country
the sared bouks of the Chinese, and the more we
read, the more vbseure they sevmed ; but the more we
reald the Gospel, the more casy and simple we find it,
till it has scemed as if Jesus Clirist imsedf con-
descended to converse with us.” -
1low is it, then, that you who have been burmn and
brought np in the midst of Cliristian vilization fiml
so much obscurity in the Dible?  Derhaps, disdaining
that which is plain, you have curivusly sought vut the
difficult passages, and, being wiable to explain them,
have complained that the whole Bible is beyoud your
comprehension.  You have thus committed a double
crrar.  Tivst in using the Dible as if it were o buok of
problems intended culy to flatter your vanity, and alsy
in neglecting the more for the less important. To
whom shall I compare you? You are like a man with

- abundance of wholesome food at hand, yet dying of

_ serions examination.

hunger because he is obstinately determined to eat
only extraordinary viands.

Let us remember adways that the chief thing is a
sincere and willing heart.  Without this, that which
is most Jear becomes dark, and the “light of the
morning,” according to the expression of Job, *is
turned into the shadow of death.” When the heart
stands in the way of the mind, covering it with a
thick veil, that it may give itself up scewrely toits |
own ciil passions, there is no longer anything plain i
the Bible. A discased eye closes itself to the 1mys
of the sun, and woull rather see nothing than he
hurt by the light of day. Is it that the sun is dark-
ened 7 No, it is the eye which is at fault. Do you
desive {o penetrte into the true meaning of the Bibled
Ask God to make you love if, and mc]mc your heart
to obey it.  Then you will understand it, and as you
understand it you will love it more and more.

In reviewing your objections, not one will bear a
You would noet have courage to
defend them before your own conscience when it is
calm and unprejudiced. You would not mention them
on your dying bed, for in the face of death you would
have some regard fol the truth.  You could not repeat
them before the sovereign Judge; for God, who never
ltes, will not permit a lic in His presence.

Oh, my fellow-pilgrims on earth, I entreat you all,
do not flatter yourselves any longer with these wvain
subterfuges.  Read the Scriptures ; read them regularly,
for they are they which testify of Christ. Whether
you read the ible or not, it will still be whatitis, the

y infallible Word of God.

Whether you acquaint yourselves or not with the
truths it reveals, it is this Word which will judge you
at the last day. You can, if you arc so determined,
forget the Bible, but you cannot destroy it.  You can

. twrn a deaf ear 1o it when it erics, Be converted, or

you will perish ! but you cannot, if not converted,

, eseape the terrible punishment which it denounces

Here blessing and cursing, life and death, are pw
before you; and God, in His infinite compassion, gives
you time to choosec.




