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The 127,000 members of the I.O.F. in Canada,
Great ]Britain and the various jurisdietions ini the
United States joîn witlh their Newv Jersey bretliren
in extending greetings and cong,,rattnlatioits to Bro.
Foster M. -Voorlices, of Elizabeth, -vho lias just
been clevated Vo te office of Governor of tuiai
great itîdustrial State. Thiese felicitations are
peculiarly appropriate froin the fact Vhat in our,

g rand Order thiere is no more loyal and enthusiast ie
Fýorester titan Newv Jersey's ine,ýv Governior.

Bro. Voorlics, -Who lias for a long tintie beei te
leader of te Republican party in the Statu Legis-
lature, and wvlo, it lias been conceded, would, at
te State election îîext fali, be dcc Led Goveriior,

lias reachied that goal a year ahieud of tirne by te

BRO. MON. FOSTER M. VOORREES.

appeintmeuît of Gev. Jolin W. Griggs te the Cabi-
net position of United States Attorney-General by
President MeKinley; and, in accerdatîce -with te
State constitution, Bre. Voorhees, as President of
the Senate, becamxe Governor, hie Vaking the onth
of office on February lat. Foster Voorhees' life
and citaracter as a man and poli ician is contained
iu te following sketch eenclensed from te New
York Mfail and Express :

"Frioster M. Voorhees, Whae recent electien as
President of te New Jersey Senate niakes hirn ex-
ecutive of teState as sîtecessor~ te John W. Griggs,
is a brilliant young orator, lawyer and statesman.
Hie is a native New Jerseyman, and wvas hemn No-
vember 5, 1856, on a fain inl Clinton township,
Hunterdon couîtty. At te age of 15 years lie was
adntitted te Ruttgers Colege. lie gradua.4ad four
years laVer the second honer itan of lus clasa, and
wvon the prize for moral philosopiîy and Greek. lIt
1889 Voerhiees bad viianged, his residence Vo a dis-

triet that was Demoerutic by over 3,000; lie con-
sented te beconte his party's standard bearer, and
attested, hus popiarity l'y a tritcuipliant election,
over a stroîîg antd popular opponetit.

Il Wiiilc in Mite 1-buse lie wvas te leader of teo
niniorîty, and( served as snicb i iih greaV dlistinction,
ibs cunrý1teSY alid firneIIss %von te admtiration and

respect of even bis oppo.xîients.
-At te enid of lus ser-vice in tlie Assentibly lie

resol% ed te withdrav. fronti pulitius becauise it was
enieroaciiig toc nitie it nis8 tiinte atnd initerferingç
wvitli bis law practîce. le declined te takce te
noiontation for Setiator in 1890 and for Coîîgress ini
1892)».

11I1i 1893 there came a caîl taL appealed to lus
seittintents of patriotism. Pernicious legisiation
liad givenl over te State te te ainost absolute
control of trusts, gamibiers and li( itlike. Agreat
mtoral erusade was iitaugîirated, anîd in Union
couîtty, -wiire twvo race Vracks were in operation,
te ftirore wvas especiaily great. Tlie iiîtportane

cf te seleetion of a strong mina -,vas appreciated,
antd Vite liepublicans anîd Ciizens' Aiîti-Gatbliing
League turned te Vooriees, wvlio could net resist
titis appeal of the people, and lie accepted te
nomninationi for Senator. Hie wvas triuntpltatîtly
elected.

"ibHis flrst year in te Sonate -vas eharaeterized
by a series of pelitical trittuaipis, antd Scîtator Voor-
lices miade for hiniseif a reeord tuat wvill live as one
cf te brigittest it the annais of the State. Nearly
ail Vite reforîn tîteasures eîttaîated froni and bore
te naine of te Senator frein Untioni.

"lOffice grabbing lie abhiorred, as w~as eiearly
evinîed by te itatiner i -whiclt lue deeliiied Vo ac-
eept tbe offer of Circuit Court Judge, Vo wliticiî lue
Nvas appoiîîted for a Verrn of seven years at a saiary
of $7,500 a year, and likewise bis refusal of te
posiVion of Clerk of te Coutrt of Cliaiicery.

"1Scîtator Voorîteces is poptîlar -vith. ail meut. He
is courteous, warîiiiearted anid syitpaVictic. Hie
litas for years becît onte of Vite busiest mnît in Newv
Jersey, but utever tee tnuclî occnpied Vo give the
îtîost courteous receptieut te any one, wvitliiut dis-
tinction as Vo wltetiier luis visitor be the lîighest in
lus State or its hitutbiest citizen."

Governor Voorhees became a beneficiary tuieiber
of the I.O.F. Vhree yearsagejoiniiig-s te 100th
inember-Court George W. Chltd, No. 1476, of
Elizabeth. Despite te innumerabie eaIle upot itis
time as a lawyer and preminent politician, Bro.
Vooriees bias always taken an active interest in Fer-
estrie -work beth in lis Subordinate and Rugît
Courts, and reeentiy rentarked witlî satisfaction
titat lie -,vas pleased te learn Vlîat lus dlecision, gi'V-
en as Chairman of te Coînmittee on Appeals of
the Hili Court, in a case brought befere that
body, had been sustained by te Supreme Chief
Ranger.

It was Brother Voorîtees' weil-known entiiusiasin
for te Order, and te fear of lus acknowledged in-
fluence in the State, Legisiature, tat tiîwarted two
years age a eoîttentplated attentpt by jealeus par-
ties Vo seeure legislation detrimental Vo te I.O.F.

Gevernor «Vooritees' estimation of te I.O.F. is
best eoîîveyed iin the foilowing paragrapli froni
a letter of introduction given te Bre. W. T. Bing-
ham, D.S.C.R., addressed Vo te Goveruior's bro-
ter, urging te latter Vo assist in forming a court

in tîteir native village :
« «You înay recail çur conversation -wlth refer.

ence Vo te Iîtdependeîtt Order of Foresters and
my znembersitip therejit. IV is a fraternal insur.
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