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The Weme and Foreign Weeord,

peculine beanty 1o the lan keape, and many

of th otlicors considersd that none of the

tslands we had yet visited otfered so beautiful
a seene as that which lay before us.”

It possesses one grearadvantiee over the
other islands of the New Hebrides to the
south, in its magniicent bhays and harhours,
With the exeeption of the harbour of Ane-
licanhat at Aneitenm, there is nothine to
compare with them in the New Hebrides,
awd there is no islaud in all Bastern Poly-
nesia furnished wish suel a number of them.
The finest harbour on the island vet exam-
ined, is Havannah Harbour on the Weatern
side of the island and near its northern ex-
tremity. This harhor is formed by the main-
Tand of Fate, on the Novth and East sides,
and on the Westand Novth by two islands,
The entrance is wide and free from obstrae-
tion. In breadth it averazes from two to
three miles,and in depth eannot be less than
seven or cight miles, with voo:d anchorage
in every part. A few miles to the south of
this 1s Erakor, situated on a capaciouns bay
of that name, where Mr. Morrison is now
stationed.

tespeeting the capahilities of the soil,
Capt. Erskine remarks, © The land of Fate,
of which aminunte portion is cultivated, must
be exceadingly fertile and capable of sup-
porting a large population  In none of the
islands did we sce a greater supply of both
vewetables and pigs, althouch the people
scemed disinelined to part with the latter.
They are in fact, sandal wood being now
scarce, the only article of trade with Euro-
peans.”

Those who have visited ths island have
heen favourably impressed with the appear-
ance of the natives.  Capt. Er<kine thus
describes them, “ These people, thouzh dif-
fering a good deal among themselves, have
exeept the black colour of their skins, fow
pointsof resecmblance to the Tannese. They
were of Jarger stature, and more regular fea-
tures, some having strayght or aquiline noses,
good forcheads, and heads of a moderate
size.  As their manners Were more compos-
ed, so their dress was much more decent,
cousisting of a broad belt of matting, seven
or eight inches wide, very neatly worked in
a diamond pattern of red, white aud black

¢l

colonrs, with a species of maro presented in
front. Many of them had their skins ta-
taoed, or rather covered with raised fizures,
the arms and chest being the part generally
operated upon. The cartilage of the nose
was frequently pierced wud tilled with a cir-
cular piece of stone, and the lobes of the ears
always so, large ornaments of white shell
beinge hung from them, ~o0 as ofien to extend
the oritice to a great size.  Round their
arms, and in some cases round their ancies,
<hey wore handsome bracelets,made of siall
vinzs, ground ont of <hells, exactly resem-
bling ehain armour, and o ueatly strung
together in blaek anid white rows or izares,
that the inside resembled a coarse woven
cloth.  Garters of a green leaf wera often
tied ticht rounit the leg under the knee; and
inone or two instanees the erisp hair, whi-h
wesin weneral of a moderate length, was
gathered up into a buge top-kuot, coloured
yellow by lime, and a neat plume of cock’s
feathers attached to the seratching pin in-
serted in it

¢ They zeemed to have no wish for tohac-
€0, sayiugz it was ““ tapw,’ but were clamor-
ous for pieves of red cotton or handkerchiers;
while strips of calico were suflieient to buy
yams, which they brought in considerable
quantities, or even their bows and spears.,
The latter were of beautiful design, the heads
being cither covered with tarls, resembling
the finest Gothic work, or camposed of sev-
eral prongs, which they told us were poison-
ed, and kept wrapped up in tanana leaves,
inserted iuto sockets prettily ornamented
with red and white plaited cord, and deco-
rated withabuneh of cock’s feathers,  Two
spears were sold to us as particalarly valu-
able the one being headed by a fragment of
human boue, atout a foot Jong, and the
other by a picce of wood, shaped into an
exact copy of the former.  Their oidinary
canoes were constructed with outrigzers,
and although of coarser model and work-
manship, were similar to those in Samoa.
We afterwards bowever, saw hauled up on
the beach a much larger canoe, on the body
of which (apparently single) was built o
kind of box to sit in, resembling a gondola
without the enclosed top.”

Regarding the women Capt. Erskine says,



