
rýativûs declared it to be their conviction that if Mr. and Mrs. G. had rernain-
cd in the Bay instead of rernoving to a place two miles distant and living
alone, they would have been safe, notwithstanding the misreprescntations of
iRangiLEdxis is tlc nime of' the iyieked Malayan who inci'.ed the natives to
the devilish deed] and the consequent anger of' the people at a distance.-
In that case they would have been among their friends, who would have
stood by tliem. and made common cause with thern. That Mr. G. took the
step reflerred to is matter of' universal regret arnong ail bis friends and the
friends of the Mission. His renson for doing $0 was a conviction that it was
necessary to the healtli of Mrs. U~ordon."

Dit. TRfINE.Lt is decidcdly of the opinion that Mr. Gordon was not; onily
justified in removing, bis bouse to the mountain and away fromt the Bay, but
that lie could flot have donc otherwise without either leaving tlie Mission or
seeîng bis wife die bef'ore bis eyes in lcss than three rnonths. The Bay, Dr.
Turner assured tue, would have proved fatai to .Mrs. G. in a very short time,
so unhealthful. is it. On tihe mountain, she enjoyerl. robust heaith. Arnd
that mountain home buiît w'ith so mucli toit by poor Gor'don, was the means
of saving Mr. Matheson's life-for it was there that hie recovered front a dis-
case that threatened to eut hima down very speedily. Nor ivas there any-
thing like a village in the B3ay, anythingr of a permanent population whvlo
64 iould have stood by" Mr. Gordon. Thie natives arc migratory, passing
frcqueffily from. place to place, unsettled on eount of ceaseless wvars, and as
easily accessible on the niountain as on the plain. These facts show that
Mr. Gordon took the oniy course that 'vas open to him, except going off to,
New Zealand-and he wvas flot the man to forsake his post!1

It is easy te be very ivise after the event,-to teil how thingys mighit or
should have been mended: but it is poor generosity, poor justice, poor wis-
dom that would reflect on the sulent dead, who have lost their lives robly in
the noblest of enterprises!

Dr. Turner spoke of' the Gordon's with the most cordial affection. H1e
evidently appreciated them rightly. H1e expressed great gratification at the
prospet of our Church sending out three new men.

That liÀNGr, that malignant Malayan, should he put upon bis trial for the
murder of our Missionaries. He was undoubtedly aceessory to it before
the fluet. 11e is a British subje'ct and amenable to British law. Be hbas
nine ivives, the daughters of' the principal chiefs on the island, and it is this
that gives him influence. It is suggested that ho shonid be expelled from
Erromanga on the next occasion that a man-of-war visits the island.

May 17th, 1862.ILM

THE SYNOD 0F THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
ENGLAN D.

This Court met on Monday evening and ciosedl last evening at 9 o'clock.
1 attended as many of its Sessions as 1 could consistently witlu other calis on
my time. There are features connected with the Synod which I will note
first and then I will give the Statisties.

The attendance arnounted to about one hundred and fifty between minis-
ters and eiders; the latter being alrnost equal in number to the former.-
The facilîties for travelling here are such that members can corne from the
maost distant districts in a short time, and at a cornparatively small expense.
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