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wlîere thousands or even hundreds cannet
bc got for the support of the Gospel is a
scandai, a blot on our profcssed anud bonstcdl
civilization. And that is flot aIl. la
blunting the mental as well as the spiritual
poiwers, and in opening widle the gate that
other sins rnay pass through, it would bc
dificuit te estimate the hurt that is doue Uv
it. The love of tUe world bulks up Iargely
ia the face of the Gospel. Turne would l'ail
te deat-ribe ail the aspects thait worldliness
presents. It wvould Uc intcresting wverc it
flot se terribly biud te ubserve the v ariuus
phases it presents. We lîcar of l'amilies,
and ive have sonie kntowlcdgc of tliecm that
once were iu iuoveraze cireunistances, and
ln those days a primitive and puritanic
simplicity charactcriscul the life wh1ichi they
led. Since then they have risen te coin-
parative wealth, andI one consequence is
that the simphecity of deportmeîit lias gicn
way te expentive anîd icious indulgence,
habits that once ivvrc regarded wvitlî horror
are now the order of the day. iIf the
parents stili prefer the old ways, are still
found in the prayer meetings and other
places iere the nicans of grace are enjoy-
ed, noet s0 the ( idren, they have otgroiv a
the old iways of seèrving their father's God,
they have learned te serve God and mnammncu
at the saine tiinc, they have negatived (tir
Lerd's declaration, " Ye cannot serve t-e
Masters." In the race l'or riches too there
is a departiîre frein lionesty and truthful-
ness that is sad te conteneplate in the liglit
of an eternal wvorld. The ordinary wvays
of' amassiîîg ivezidh arc ne longer suflicient,
they are tee slow, a royal road lias been
found out. Tite intense e.agerness wvitli
whîich men, even professers of religion,
grasp at speculations thtat are presented,
wvhether habitually in the mercantile world,
er occasionally ies the lottery, the latter
being dignîlied by a sinoother and more
captivating naine, is a sigri of the turnes iii
wliich we lîve. And if' pastors andI othiers
raise their voice îigainst such gigantie and
iniquitous schemes, a flood of abuse is let
loose upon thein frein varieus quarters,
vvhich ameuints te a veritable persecution.
Tfite pulpit is brought inte bondage, or if it
asserts its heaven endeoved freedoi revenge
is taken by eniptying the pew. This is a
favorite mode of punishing faitlîfultiebs.
EveR ihtxrary unen notice ind comment
upon the way lu whlîi faithful l)reaching 15
regarded in wvorldly and fashiionable circles.
1lere are strikiag 'vords wvichl a minister is
made te say: ** lw often have I thunder-
cd with ail mir hcart and seul against the
'wicked extravagence of'dress ameng weînen
-against their filthy false hair, and their
nauseetîs pewders and pain ts ? How otten
have 1 deneuaccd the mercenarv andI ma-
terial spirit of the age, the habituai! corrup-
tions and dishionesties of' commerce, ln hi-h
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places andI in low 1 Wliat geed have 1
donc 1 I have deliglîted the very pteeple
wlhem it was my object terebuke. 'What
a charming sermon 1' 'More eloquent
titan ever.' « 1 used t< dread the sermon at
the other cliturclî-de yen knew, I qiiite
loek f erward te it neNv.' That is the efrect
1 produce on Sunday. On Mkonday the
wemien are off te the muhiners te spend
nmore moncy than cirer; the city mca are off
te business te make more moîîey tit ever,
w~hile my grocer, bail in my pralses in his
Suîîday cent, turns up his wcek-day sleevcs
and adutlterates his fievourite p)rcaclcr's
sugar as cheerfully as usual." Mat.7of us
knowv how truc tUe picture is.

Ia the report of one et the Preshyteries
there is reference te anotiter evil tendener
on the part ofeour people. It is as fehlows:
" The lack of labeurers 13 feit in tItis Pres.
Uytcry, and la some districts it is ail the
more feU. freni the fact that the people seen
te depend on tlîe ministers; for cverytlîing,
ns if there cetîld net be evorship on Sabbatl
or durin th di week withoat his presence.
If our eLders and chîurch members were
.norc alive te duty aîîd pi-ivilege thlîc
wvenld Uc ne district witheuit meetings for
wership whetlîcr the services of an erdained
agent cenîd be ebtainedl or net. Wc need
the working powver of onr memberslîip te be
more fully developed hefore the wverk can bc
proerly cariled on ameng us." TIhis is a
tendency that ive bave been censbatiag for
somci turne, andI pregress Uns been madIe, but
Icus tlînn thera might haye been. Vicwed
in the right light this tendency is nothiqg
but ritualisi, a raising ef the mînîstry te
the position which the pricats et oltI occu.
pied, and whiclî the Ciîrch of Reome and
tUe H-igli Cliurch se calied still dlaimt.

Aîad as pasters have wva net te take
blame te ourselves la the low state of reli-
gions life that newv prevails ? Have wesal)
and at ail times prenchcd the Gospel in its
sim-plicity, antI la its directness, and with
faith, ia it bcing tUe peower of GotI unto
salvation te every one that believeth 1

Have wve neyer substituted tîxe wisdoni of
mon fer the folishincss of' prcaching, have
ive nlways been free frein the fear of mes
tluai bringeth, a snare hotU in our publie
ministraîlons and in ene private intercourse
Ilave we net failed te prescat as a ci itns5
for the truth such holiness and consistency
of life as cannet ha spoken against ? Hava
ive ail matIe the werk ef the ministry tle
one elîjeet ef our life, have sve net ratber
turned aside front, that in thauglit and in
act, as wvell as in word 1 If' we sveuld bave
tinies ef rcviving frein God's prescrire, do
ive net need to put away ail strange gods
eut of our ewa hearts, as svell as ask Our
hearers te put iliai aray ? If our îlîoughls3
be turacd la such a direction as that, then
it will net ha la vain that a Sitting of tIns
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