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circutlar or otherwise respecting the advance-
msent made.

Mi. That the Synod recommend to Ses-
sions anîd Boards of Managers the extensive
circulation of tracts and other literature
bearing uipon tihe subjeet tlîroîsghisot our
congregations.

z~Xercising the nuthority conferred upen
lis ive would again nddress you briefly 11pons
thse subject cntrusted to osir charge, in thse
line indi*ated by thse Synod.

Besides those recordcd abeve tliere are
îirce Synodicai reconmendatiosis of wvUch
it is necessary te rensind yoîî. Tînese arc:

First: That ail) persons under the over-
sight of thse Synod shouid adopt immediate-

lthe prisetice of' %veceky storing ia propor-
tion te mens andi iicoîne.

Secondly : That ivlcre necessary to the
accomplisliment of this objcct, ýessions
shouid forin congregational associations for
the purpese of excitissg and dcepening an
intercst in thse subjcct. 0 - t

Thirdly: That al iniisters siîould car-
nestly anýd faitlhfîî.ly preaeh upon this ima-
portant subject.

.Thse principles undcrlying thse Scriptural
doctrine respcctingý Systematie Benetleence
%îhich we are reqnircd to titerate, are foiv
and simple. Tlsey are ail cither impiied or
directly stated ln that precpt addressed flot
only "lte tise Chssrch of God which is at
Cornnus," but aiso to "«ail that ia every
place eall upen the name of Jesus Christ
our lord," "iJpon thse first day of thse week
let every one of yen iay by huim in store as
Cod bath. prospercd humi.>' They may be
briefly stated as devotion, systein, universa-
lits- and prop)ortion ---devotion, because
Sirîpptiral Christin J3iecflcenice is ivorsisip,
p rescribe(l by God, rcndcrcd by r.rateful
loving hicarts, and praetiseci for the most
parteon those occasions set apart for ssscrcd
service; systen, bccause it reqisires l'or thse
>erormance of the duty set tienes, frequent-
iv recurring, the fin-st day of every iveck-
inivcrs.aiitv, becaiuse it ns hinding upon all
who isear thsegospel, IlLet rEERy OnE 0F.
Tou iay by Mirn in store,"-and proportion,
becinsse it deterînines thse asmount to hc ap-
pnpnriated, "lUpon the tirst day of thse week
let evcry one of yoii iay by hM in store As
G01) JILT1S PRISPLRED lM.'>

To point ont thse progcess which lins re-
Cently been miade tliroughoiîa otan- own
Churcit in tise adoption of these principies,
sid of the practice wlaich is foundcd. spon
lhem, is ain easy atnld very pleasant task.
Wé do nos indeed undertike te i ndiente thse
isMiser of eliose 'vho liave been induced. to
sdopt the Systeni in its essence by xnaling
their %veekIy appropriations, and casting
thmaiut 0 thse Trensînry of the Lord in thecir
Own homes; but ia reference te the public
action of a considerahie number of ourcon-
gregatiens 'ive have been fisrnished with de-

finito information wihiclinSs grently elieered
our icntrts, and stretigsýhcncdl our bands.
WMon ive addrcssed youl hist N ar, only three
congregations hail adopted thse prctice of
wveekiy collections for ni pîîîpose beyond
tho defrîiying of more incidentai expenses.
Since that time nine have bects addcd. te the
nuruber, some of tîseen situated ini cities,
towns and villages, but otiîcrs in strictly
rural districts. At the i)reselnt tinse tisere
are ne feNver thinn twelve of osîr ceugrega-
tions wviicl arc ivhiolly dependent ispon tiseir
weekiy collections, for thse support of gospel
ordinances 'ivithin tîseir own bournds. Be-
sides these tiiere are some others, sections
of whîiclî ]lave accepeid thse Synod's recoin-
mncdations for tihe raising of ill tihe fiiinds
requircd, cisher for strictly cougregational
pîîrpeses, or for tise support of thse general
sciiemes of thse Clinrei, andi is is a most in-
teresting faet tisat every cougregation,
issier Iocated in toivii or couîntry, whlîil

hms tried thse experinnent wlîicî 'ive are urg-
ing, is s0 far, il satistied anti in some in-
stances tise resuits achieved. have been
Most encouraging.

In obeyiug, tiscrefore, thse instructions of
Syaod te urge. yoîî te. coutinued and ini-
creased efforts in essrrying on the 'ivork, se
happily innugurated, as rapidly ansd e-ffec-
tsvcly ns possible, we appeal te yoit under
the animaaing influence of confidence and
hope. We are se fually eonvinced of thse
stability of tise foundation on wl~iceh our
plan of systematie beneticence rest; ive
'-ive fotind it se generaliy cosumend itseif
te thitulitful mien ivhio hatve fitirly consider-
cd its talvantages,; wie have observed with
SO nsuch satisfaction its benieflcial influence
ia relieving some congregations fr0113 tneir,
fitiancial embarrenssinents, and we find, it
gaining favor se rapidiy, net sxserely in our
own Churcli, but aise iii otîsers, that, wiitk
tise atmost earncstness "'e press upon every
individù'al whoma our %vords may reacis, the
speedy adoption of tihe practice o? prepn-
tienate wieekiy sterilig, and aspon . every
congregntlon tise cordial aceepsance et thse
reçommiendations of Synod.

flretiren, let thse cus-rent year bo mnrk-ed
by a stili greater atirsnce, aian the past.
Let those eongregations whicls have msade.
the desired change carry on tise wiork with
inecaitig eneirgy and zeal tisat thcy stisnu-
lote otisers te imitte tiseir exaniple. Let
thtose wlsich. have hitîjerto shrnnîk frein thse
adoption of the proposeel systeen, be per-
suaded tj try tise experinnent. Let ail or-
eiders, deacons and managers endeavour to
master tise princîples involve-d iii thse Scrip-
turc mensure and suethod of ÇCsristian gir-.
îngp Uet isem. discuiss tiiens freely 'iitil the-
people. Let thein endeavour te cirecuinse-
widely tlsroughout tîseir respective congre--
gatiens, books and tracts benning upen tise-
question, such as «lGold and the Gospei"


