
I 26 Jfozrnai of* P?çyc/zosopkhe.

grood the%- are to derive is thiat thev shall be brcughit to resigna-
i ion and peace? They wilI flot make rcquests at ail unless the%-
have faithi thiat thecir petitions shial hie ariswered. They cannot
makiz believe to asic things whichi at the very time they are
asiiigI ilhey know they viii flot receive. Thie\ cannot seek for

moralblsigs at thc expense of dîcir intelligrence and common

-sense. Thev may niock othiers, but thev do not uisually make
CootS of theimselves. It foilows, therefore, thiat the x'ery continu-
ance pf praver amiong men is a witness ta the constancy of the
heie. that God does seuil objective answvers to praver.

lýut what if in so beiieiimyg en are beiievingy error? Is it
possible for prayer to bie thus atnswveredl? 'l'lie question is ptit
1wv those whio have iN-eni ilhcniseives the investigation of the
îwateriai universe and who announce thecir discovery that law is
evervxvhere. Thev affirmi duat ellects, or as they call thcrn con-
Sequences, ai-c bound to their anteccdenits by fixed and unalter-
ale lamws with wii it wouild require a miracle ta interfere; and
duit, thierefore, requests for sucli blessings as daily bread or
hountiful hiarvests or the likze are the mierest superstitions, since
theýst things wiil conie only %vi)eii ic nccessary conditions and
anteccdents are present.

No-,- mci cannot dcnv the co nstancy of the operations of
nature, for that is not onlv an irrefutabie inference fromi the obser-
vation of the facts of the universe, hut also an indispensable
prc-requisite to man's own moral training. Xilhout a reliable
universc nio moral chai-acter can -roxv. A fickle world admits
oniv- of a lawicss race; no.obedience couid be rcquired fromi
Iliose who are planted amiong shiifting, conditions, to wlhomi fore-
si«Iit is dcnicd, and wlhose xvisdoni is as likelv to go asti-av as
thecir foilv. Ail human habhits are formced Iw miutual under-
standingý-z 1)ctween man -and nature. XVho couid lic temperate,
if ilie food -whicli simpiv nourishes to-dax- were to inio.xicate to-
miorrow? U hlo would put away sioth, ta bc in bis fieid betimes,
but iii faith that the sun xvould flot forget ta risc? I. xvould he
absolutely impossible to train a chaicter in a state of things
w'hLere there was no ccrtainty and whierc the resuit of action 'vas
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