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the .sea, though the sly Nvas remnrkably clear. It is a horizon of
itselt', and about seven miles in diarneter. 1 oughlt, eee now, to
have said that the Bird Catcher's knowledge of the volcanioes did
not riso above the woody region, and now lie and iny two othor
followers ivere uniable te proceed further. Lcaving thiese throe
behind, and acconipanied by only C,,lipso, I went on about two
miles and a hialf, wvhen the great terminal volcano or cone, of
Mouna Roa burst on niy view:- ail iy attempts to sclle tho black
ledge here, were inofi'ectual, as the fissures in the lava, were so
mucli concealed, thougli xiot protocted, by the snow, that the un-
dortakitng wvas accompanied witli great danger. Most rehîectantly

(ys Iblgd to return, -%vithout beinig able to measure, accuirately
its e.'traordinary dcepth. romi this point I walkzed along upen
the brink of the higli ledgo, along the east Side, to the 111ump, so
te spealc, of the mountain, the point, whichi, as seon fromn Mouina,
Kuab, appears tle highlest. As I stood on tho brink of the ledge
the wînd Nvhirled up froni the cavity wvithi such furious violence,
that I could scarcely keep iny footing within twvent-y pacos of it.
The circuinferenco of tle black ledge of tho neirly circular cra-
ter, described as nearly as iny circumstancos wvouId allowv me to
ascertain, is six miles and a quarter. The aucient erater has an
extont of about 24 miles. The deptli of the ledge from. the high-
est patrt (perpendlicular station on the east sie) by an accurate
measuirermont ivith a lino and plummot, is tivelve hutndrcd aud
seventy foot. It appears te have filled tip considorably ail round ;
tuit part to the north of the circle seemning te have, at no vcry
reinote period, unider-gone, the inost violent activity, -not by boilingr
and overflowiug, ner by discharging under ground, but by throwv-
ing eut Stones of immense size te the distance of miles around its
opening, together wiLl ashes and sand. Terrible chasms oxÎst at
the bottoin, appearingc, in soxue places, as if the moutain hiad
been rent to its very roots; ne terinination eau lie seen to their
depth, even ivlien thc oye is aided iwith a good glass, and the sky
is clear of sm-okoe, and tIc sun sliniingy brightly. Fieariful indeed
must the spectacle have, been, when this volcano ivas in a state of
aetivity. The part te the south of the circle, whoero tho outiet
of lava bas cvidently beenu, must. have enjoyed a long peried ef
repose. Wero it net for lte dyles% on the west end, wvhich show
the extent of the anciont cauîdron, and the direction of the lava,
togtether with its proximity te the existing voleano, thecm is !Ittle
to arrest tho oye of the naturaist over the greater portion of


