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British Columbia's Blunder.

A press despatch dated March 7tlh states that the Govern-
ment of lritish Coluimbia announced its intention of imposing a
royalty or tax of 2 per cent. upon the gross value of the output
of its mines, but tlat, owing to the outcry tgainit such a ineasure,
is anended its proposition to a royalty o * 2 per cent. upon net
valies, imaking the arbitrary allowance of $3.00 a ton for ex-
pense of obtaining or " winning " a ton of ore.

This, so far as the Governnent is concerned, is out of the
fryinig pan into the tire. The discussion of the feasibility of at-
tempting to levy royalty upon net values is found in the pro-
eeedings of the Quebee Mining Association, and if sucli a ieasure
ix adopted by British Cohunbia, thiat, province will find it has
sown a very pretty crop of thistles.

'Tie arbitrary sun of $3.00 per ton nay approximante actual
costs of mining and laying down at the shaft's nouth ait sone of
the larger properties, but it is far too low a figure for many of the
shipping mines, atd for soie of the favored ones is too high. In
the case of the gold mines of the province, particularly the hy-
drauîlie aind drift inities, it is sitmply ridiculous: as for example,
ly the published reports of the Cariboo and Horse Fly companies,
the total cests of inining, waishing, management etc., was only
20 cents per cubie yard for the former and 16 cents per cubie
yard for the latter.

Moreover, if the Governinent is going to aillow a deduction
of 83.00 per ton froi the gross value what becomes of the tax,
for exainple, on the output of these two companies mnentioned,
which is estitnated for 1890 at $390.000 ? -As the value of the
gravel is shown to have been (Iast year) only 28e. and 12e. per
etbie yard, and assumUing that a yard weighs no more titan one
ton, if an allowance for costs of $3.00 per ton be made, where is
the Government's tax ?

'The facts are, that no one iat ail famniliar with the widely
different costs in difierent lecalities, would attempt to fix upon
amy given figure as an average for the province-no such average
can be assumed without great andi manifest injustice, and what
is more, without giving a serious set-back to the mining industry
of British Columbia.

We had hoped that our western statesuen would have been

far-seeing enongh to have deviated fron the narrow track of the
clier provinces in this inatter of royalty, and that the Govern-
ment would have declared, once for all, that no royalty tax
would ever be itmposed in British Columubia.

Nothing will more surelv, speedily and effectively slhiut out
both Aierican and British capital than the announcement that
heiraifter, a royalty tax in aney fitise, is to be imposei upon the
jprofititable tm1intes Of 3r-itish ColuImbiai.

Nova Scotia Gypsum.

The extraction of gypsun in Nova Sceotia attracts litte att-
t'untiot, but this iniieral formns an important item in ber
r,.ources. It occurs, associatedl with the carboniferous limnestonies,
anid is equally wide spreaid. It is reported fromt ali the counties,
'vept those bordering on the Atiantie, amid is especially abund-
;'',t ins Hants, Colchester, Antigonish, Cape lreton, and Inverness

inities. Its mode of formation by souz union of lime and sul-
i"1îuric acid in thei itummediate vicinity of Lime readily decomsposed

beds of limestone has been a bone of contention among scientists
and is not yet settled.

The gypsum nay be divided into hydrous and anhydrous, or
as they are locally known, into liard and soft plaster.

The soft or hydrated variety contains,
Pet cent.

Lime................................ .... ........ 32.55
Sulphuric acid.................................. .... 46.51
Water ............. ............................... 20.94

t00.00

The hard or anhydrite plaster contains no water of crystal-
lisation. Thiese two minerais and intermediate mixtures, pro.
bably naking steps toward a state of total hydration, occur to-
gether in alternating beds or masses, forming enormous deposits
of great commercial value, and readily accessible for the cheapest
quarry nethods owing to their frequent outcrops.

In places the run of the plaster deposits nay be traced for
tmiles, and they show a corresponding development in thickness.
Maitland, Ogdenslake, Port Hastings and other localities present
cliffs upwards of 200 feet in heighît.

Hard plaster has not received tuch attention, and waits the
work of the experimentalist to take its place anong our useful
minerais. The soft plaster is again sub-divided into bie and
white. The blue plaster, whieh is abundant at Windsor, is valued
chiefly for agricultural purposes, it is shipped as " rock " to New
York, Jersey City, etc., and there ground and used as a dressing
for cotton, peas, etc.

White plaster, while equally adapted for agricultural pur-
poses, is specially valued for yielding, wlen heated, a soft white
powder, the water being driven off. This, whein nixed with
water, " sets " and becones hard. This property mnakes it valu-
able for "plastering," maiking'casts, cornices, ornaients, etc.
Tite crystalline variety known as selenite or "mîtica," is often
found in the quarries in masses or irregular veins, and is in de-
nand as a iller for paper.

Anong the uses to which the grounid plaster is put mnay be
muentioned thait of manufacturers of fertilizers, who find it adds
weight to their prodicts, and by its absorbent qualities, improves
the miieciaînical condition of the fertilizer. It is also largely used
for adulterating the cheaper grades of flour in the United St4tes,
for coloring maitterial under the name of " Terra Alba," etc., and
for various chemîical preparations.

Amnong the nuinerous uses of Pister of Paris imay be men-
tioned fire-proof filling, moulds for terra cotta aud porcelain wxare,
for sewer pipe elbows, etc., casts of lay figures; in surgery, to con-
fine broken limbs, in alaîbastine and other coloring and finishing
inaterials, crayons as a cemient, absorbent, to retard fermentation
in-wines and to increase the proportion of alcoliol. Continuaally
new emuploytents are fourd for this cheap and useful mineral.

Tite export trade to the United States is chiefly supplied fron
Windsor, Cheverie, Walton and Hatitsport on the Biaisii of linsas,
and a little is sent fron the Victoria gypsui quarries, near
Baddeck. The last ntmed quarries supply te trade of the Gulf
of St. Lawrence. As the uses of titis imineral increase tnumerous
other points may be relied on to furnmisi it cheaply antîd of good

quality. A snatll aimint is burned for local uses in arcbitectural
work, or ground for use in fertilizers, etc., but the bulk of the
plaster is shipped as " rock " to the States, where large factories
work it up. Did the uitity on this article aillow the imasunfactured

product to enter the States, it would be groutnd here and the
valie of the export voulid be over 8500,000 pier annum1t8t.


