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THE ORIGINAL OF THE PRETZEL

Onee on & mountain, drear and hleak
Where spirits and elves play hide and

There dwelt o dward, both old and wise,

With snow-white locks and glenming
oyes
Dwelt there with all his merry crew

Like the dwarfs Rip Van Winkle knew

And oft they played ten-pins sl night,
And frolicked in the lrrm‘u moonlight
Then played odd tricks on travellers lost,
Whene'or & stranger's path they orossed
But when daylight streaked the skies
They vanished quite from human eyes

Now in a cavern wide and deep

They never thought of rest or sleep,

But worked and toiled the livelong day
While their Dwarf King kept  wateh
I

alway
They mived and brewed their heer and

ale,
Long famous in both song and tale

For in a dark mysterious room,
Piles of Wlack easks did dimly loom
For palest ale and foaming bee
Was stored for many ages b
And messengers from far and
Were sent to buy this wondrous

Old Kings, and rulers of at lands,

Both rich and wise, came here in bands

o both fechle, sick and old,

ught with them precious gold

P neetar for the gods,” they said

The Dwarf-King winked and bowed his
head

Now eoffers filled with gold had he,
But
Y

ver satistied
more and
That his vast store-house he might till
that the power were mine,  he eried,
anke thirst that's ne'er satisfied !

Then shut up in his secret cell
He Inbored on, so long and well,
Until at last he felt
And to his jolly crew he said

“ Now swear to keep my secret first
1 can create undying thirst

They gathered round with great applause,
And swore their faith in loud huzzabs
Then to each one a curious thing

He gave o, ‘twas a Twisted ring,

Salty and hard, and glossy and bright,
He called it his Prerzer—with delight

Now, taste | " he cried, and all obeyed

 What say! " he asked, not undismuyed

But hark | * Beer, beer, we must lave
heet

Was all the sound that he could hear,

And then he clapped aloud his hands

And felt him monarch of all lands

And so when casks of bright beer rolled

Down mountain side, to elink of gold,

He alyly sent his Pretzels, too

Twould pay him very well, he knew,

For more and more they still would drink,
heads would nod and eyes would

All kings
Their prais
Their queens,

¢ Pretzels with their beer
rang from far and ;
with nuts, their Pretzels

ate

Could eat them though the hour was late
For health and happiness they brought,
And eagerly by all were sought

Now, though the Dwarf-King rolled in

wold,
He waxed feeble —was growing old;
And to histrusty dwarfs he said
 Ere many days 1 will be dend
Before 1 die 1 wish to leave
My secret where it wtill shall live

il servants said
dd grave am laid,

And thus to his ol
“ When I in my
Go forth into il countries far
And teach all men what Pretzels are;
That all may my discovery know,
And may blessings 0 me bhestow
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