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capacity as a Christian minister.
_what a strange compound of strength and weakness
the mind of man s, No desire to vindicate my own
instruction troubled me. I did not even attempt to
argue with bim sbout the correctness of bis present
views. [ saw his mind was ready for what might be
called a spiritual quarrel, that be wisbed to give vent
to his feehngs for tne awful deception which ke con-
ceived | bad practised upon him, in regard to his soul.
Tustead, therefore, of replying to his olservations, 1
paused a moment; and then with great mildness svid,
“ My good friend, will you allow me to pray with
you this morning?”’ There wae a manifest struggle in
bis mind. His gloomy views said *“ no;” but a bet-
ter spirit prevailed, and after a slight hesitation he
said, ** Well, yes.”> 1 kneeled down by his bed-and
prayed in the fervent ferms of the liturgy, which 1
alwass adopt on occasions of visiting the sick, but
without any special reference to his then state of mind.
When I rose, I made some kiudly observations about
his disorder, and telling him that I would call again
the next day, I withdrew. There was no ‘‘ Do come
ear'y and sit some lime with me, and let us have a
free talk,” the general accompanimeut of my depar-
ture on former occasions. 1 ¢o not well knaw that he
said a word expressive of a wish to see me sgain.
I left'bim. In the pariour below I questioned his wife
as tothe existiog state of his mind, aud her narra-
tive supplied me with the foreguing materials. The
points to which my reverend brother has bent nis ef-
forte, and in which, alas ! be had suacceeded, were to
eonvince Mr. T. first, that he had no religion at all;:
snd, second, that he had been guilty of sins of the
deepest die. These were the two pillars of the edi-i
fice of conversion which he was aiming to build. Ex-
eellent doctrine, when properly applied, and appli-
cable,too, to verv large clusses ot mankind —but no
more suitable to all cases, than one shoe is to all feet.
All men indeed are naturally depraved, and all men
are practically guilty : but to affirm that all are equal-
ly depraved, und equally guilty, is to aflirm, what is
deuied by all observation and all experience ; is to
assert there is no distioction in crime; is to eontra-
dict the consciousness of every sinper, which tells
him thst his depravity of principle and conduct bas!
been progressive. Discriminativo is absolutely nee
cessary in the application of Christian truths, and
much ‘of the apparent and real inefliciency of modern
preaching is owing to the want of it, which is so la-
wnentably manifested in our pulrits. But to return,
Mr. R. had succeeded in planting the two pillar.
above-mentioned so firmly in my poor friend’s mind,
that thesick man had raised upon them some notions,
which, as to myself, were equally inapplicable. He
became convinced that his former religious life had
been all sin, that he had committed the sin against the
HoLv Guost, and that there was no forgiveness for
him. Such.were the disclosures which were inade to
me at my second visit, at which I entered iuto a long
course of questions, merely to find out the actusl
state of his mind. [ did not argue against his notions
to which he seemed as firmly wedded as if his sick-
ness had come upon bim in the midst of the most a-
bandoned profligacy. o

Having ascertained the actual state of his religious
views, my first object was to prevent the addition of
any fuel to the burning spirit of the poor man.
cslled on the Rev. Mr. R., and without alluding to
the effect of bis ministrations, thanked him fur his at-
tentions, and informed him that I should now be able
to give Mr. T. those da:ly attentions myself, without
troubling him any further. He took the: hint. and re-|
turned to circulate in his own ordit, without a fur-
ther visit to my friend.

And now what was [ todo to dispossess him of the
false notions which appesred to be so strongly seat-,
ed in his mind. After much delioera ion, 1 hit upon
the following expedient. The resder will recollect
the points on which Mr. T. had fixed his mind. 1
knew they were not to be driven from his couvine-
tions but by some method that should sfrongly pre.
sent their inconsistency with the actual state of the
case, and | felt assured.that if I could once, withou!
letting bim perceive my object, briug his strong goed
sense iuta operation,.l should succeed. )

| drew up a paper,. and proceeded to his house..
He was iu his usual frame—_gloomy, aund stero; in.
weighing ageinst himself, and proclaiming the hope-
ks:ness of bis case. “* Undone—ruined—lost—no

I sighed to think|h~pe, no pardon for me,” he broke forth as I enter-
Ob, hortor ! how
-halt I endure the torments of the burning lake. 1
have sinned beyond mercy—beyond forgivenes
At this point [ interrupted him—*‘ Well, my friend,
I bave come at your desire, and,” taking my paper
from my pocket, I said, “ | bavea particular favor
to ask of you before you die.
will sign the following staten:ent of your condition as
you have su often expressed it to we.” 1 banded
tim the document :--
“ [ hereby certify, thatI, A. T., haviog speut five
years in striving to serve God by repenting ot my sins,
seeking pardon through the Cross, and conforming
my temper and habits to his boly word, do now on
my death-bed solemly declare that I am not convert-
ed ; that [ hate Gop ; that I love the devil, and that
[ am going to hell—Witness my haod and seal.”
He coucluded the reading of the paper with an ob-
vious shudder. After a pause of a few minutes he re-
turned the japer to my haad, saying in a solemn but
gentle voice, * I caunot sign such a paper.
bate Gob ; I don’t love the devil ; 1 hope Lam not
going to hell.”
It was enough; tbe reaction had commenced ; the
disease was broken. It required with the blessing of
Gop but the softening application of a few fervent
prayers from the lately spurned liturgy; and a few
references to the true seriptural s'andard for se'tling
our religious preten-ions, to satisfr him his mind had
been in an exsggerated state,
to the frame of the humble, patient, Saviour-loving
Christian, in which I had left bim, 1ejoicing in CarisT,
fervent in prayer, patient intribulation, and daily striv-
ing to be moulded into the image of Him who is not
only our mediator with Gop, but the example and
pattern of the Christian’s life, temper, and bhabits.
In this frame the remainder of his days were speut ;
and when a few weeks afterward he breathed out his
dying soul, it was in the words of the msrtyr,-~

‘“Hell is gaping for me.

—
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Itis simply that you

1 dont

He rapidly returned

¢ Lorp JEesus, receive my spirit.”
Protestant Episcopalian.
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great and rich.
makes any worldly. man great.
is s 2 No, a spot of earth is bis, and ncthis either;
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“To them the privilege is given,
‘To be the sons and heirs of Heav’n ;
Sons of the God, who reigns on high,
And heirs of joys beyond the sky.”

1 CorinTHIANS 3. 2128,
Therefore let no man-glory in men. For ali things-are
your's; wether Paui; or Apolies;or Cephas, or the world,
or life, or death, or things present, or things to come ;. all
are your’s ; and ye-are-Christ's ; and Christ i3 God’s.
““All things sre eur=.” We 3ee then that. a christi-]
an is a great man, s rich man indeed, and he alone is
It is but-imaginaticn and epivion that
Can we say that aki

THE CHRISTIAN’S PORTION, OR THE CHARTER OF A

Above is the title of a valuable little publication of|
Rev. Dr. Sibbs, Master of Katherine Hall, Cam-
bridge, A.D. 1633. He wasamong the ‘ bright and
shining lights” of our church in the 17th century,
and has been characterised as—* A writer for mat-
teralways full; for notions, sublime ; for expressions,
clear; for style, concise;—a man spiritually rational,
and rationally spiritual.

¢ Upon this occasien,” writes Matthew Henry, in
commenting on the sublime text which forms the
groundwork of the following extract from Sibbs,
““ the Apostle gives inan inventory of the spiritual
riches of a true believer.—All is jours.
saints are proprietors of the world,but they have as
mueh of it as infinite wisdom sees to be fit for.them,
and the divine blessing accompanies all they have.”

In the hope that the following extract.from ‘< The
'Christian’s Portion” may afford eomfort and ‘conso-|
lation to those whose treasures are in heaven only,
ng to those who seek to-lay up their riches
in this world only, I ferward it for insertion in the
Colonial Churchman ut the convenience of. the Edi-

Not that

SIGMA.

ked into the grave ere long, and then he shell be stripped
of all. But a christian is a great man; thovgh Le be
as poor as [.azarus, all is his.

But you will say—These are great words, all is his :
perhaps he hath not a perny in bis purse.

It is no great matter; God carries the purse for
him; he is in his nonage, and not fit for possession:
he hath much io promites ; he is rich m bills and evi-
dences. Again, let a christian be ever so poor, others
are rich for him.  Solomon saith there are some kind
of oppressing rich men, that gather for those that
will be good to the poor. God hath given gifts to
wicked men for the good of the church, they them-
selves are not the better for them : they want lava
and humility to make use of them. But all things
are ours, as well what we want, as what we have :
for it 1s good for us that we should want them, A
man hath riches. Is not he richer that hatha heart
subdued by grace, td be content to war t, than he that
merely hath siches in the world ? for outward things
make not a man a whit better, But he that hath the
Spirit of God to support bim, that he can sabmit to
God, heis truly 1ich : it is the mind of a man that
makes him rich, sud not bis purse. Now there is no
child of God but he is master of all things; though he
be poor, he is inaster of riches, becanse he can wart
them, and be without them. Grace teacheth him to
want and to sbound, as St. Paul raith of himself,
*‘through Christ that strengtheneth him.” He bath
grace to master poverty,and whatsoever isill, and to
be content to bte what God will have him to he. lu
want he hath corteniment, and in suffering patience.
_ Is not a christisn better in his wants than anoth-r
in his possessions > Who would be a5 many grest ones
are, and have been always, though tl.ey be invected
into much greatnéss, beth of authority and riches ?
who would not rether choose the stste of a christian ?
Though he be poor, yet he hath grace, and be lett of
God to their corruptions, to abuse that greatness and
riches to their own destruction, and the destruction of
many others ?

A christian may want many things, but he hath the
grace of God towant them, and he bath comfort bere
and assurance of better hereafter. Therefore all things
are his, even the worst, because all things-have a cow-
mand to do him good; all things have a prohibition
that they do him no harm. As David ssid of Absa-
lom, ““ Do tue young man no harm.”” So God gives
al! things a prohibition, that they do his children no
harm : nay, they havé a command on the contrary to
do them good. If thev do them not good iu one or-
der, they do it in another :'if they do it vot in their
outicard man, they do i in their-inward; and God’s
children by experience find him drawing them nearer
to hinself, botlr.by havingand wa ting these things :
8o though they benot in possssion theirs, yet in use,
or, as we say, by way of reduction, the worst things-
are God’s-children’s.
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP AMONG THE CLERGY.

Tiey s:peak ‘of ‘Him they loved; of Him whose life,
Though blameless, had iacurred perpetual strife,
Whose seeds had left ————

A.deep memorial graven on their hearts.

The secollection,like a vein of ore,

The further traced; enriches still the n)oren——C?wper-

Messrs. Editors—A subscriber to your useful
paper, and one whe has enjoyed many opportunitics
of observing benefits diffused by it, is desirous to
%‘ve further publicity to the following sentiment of.
Bishop Otey of Tennessee.

I submit those remarks as foreibly showing one of
the great benefits re ulting from Clerical Sosieties,
and similar soeial institutions,—or from their subsfi-
tute,.free and friendly correspondence by letter.

‘“ Separated,” writes that zealous-diocesan, in al-

luding to Mr. Connoley, * for some years past, by
his drstant: pesition, from intercourse™with his bre-
thren in the ministry, he has felt' mest keculy the
‘want. of thal friendly sympathy and cownlenancerchich

we all erperience to be so svothing, refreshing, and
strengthenibg, under the muitiplied diflicultios of
our stations. I have seemhim weep like a child, (it
was an amiable weakuness) in iecm;ﬁtij‘ng the suiier-

for it ia-his but to use fos:a time; Leshall be turned.na-\ings of Lis spirit fromthis cause.”



