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-'( Sprlng'mg Well ’)
It.was-alovely afternoon, yeam ago,’ that
wo'left the ’I‘ha.mes, bound for Scotla.nd We::
were a.ceompa.med by an energetlc, impulsive :
-Christian Scotchman - who’ sougfit every pos- -
_sible opportumty, in' season and out to spea.k
for his’ Master and Lord.

] ~had re_e.lly tnken his pas'*age by another but
:_.a.rrived» just in tlme ‘to .see- her. lea.ve the_
- dock.. The engme-bell he.d sounded as a'sig-’

- way- Was_about o’ be’ withdrawn ' wien -
:4_-'reached the Whart a.gam.st wluch we were

-fu¥ sea-breezes ‘we - enJoyed to: the full until
ot the sun went down on:that Sa.turday evening. g
ra ealm, wondertul sta.rllght night followed. .
s ;We wse ea.rly ‘on: Sunday morning, and were
.- 800m.; o0 deck wit.h ourhearts’ ﬁlled with
‘gra.titude to God for a.ll lns lovmg eare aml ;

; _tender mercy. . tokehed a'mind filled with doubt, if not'with '

“Very: ‘Temarkablo, it was, that we should :

‘be.-om the' steaier together, for: our friend™ t%timony during the morning, but we had an

genJoy'oble heur of senpturo readmg and song,
‘in a- quiet eorner of the ship, with two.or
“thrée- Christian fnends with whom we Were i

o nal for ‘ouR, vesésl to start,’ too;" ‘the gang-- "
e - chu.nce to'tell all our- fellow-passenge’rs of

A_'I‘he ex‘hila.ra.ting inﬁuences ot the delight-'

- Thére - was -no opportumty for a.ny public -

a,cqua.inted We, however, longed for ] .

Sé’.'iour Ohrist and asked the captain it
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«EHE‘EEGAN‘TO READ' IN

moored and managed to our great gratiﬁca:- )

~.tion-and surprise, at the very last lnsta.nt, to
get seiely on board :
 We bellevo our ‘simple story will show that

: God" orders even such -things for his people .

" in his own marvellous way, and if ourhearts

wero only.always prepared to ‘wait pa,tiently

) for him, he would often let us-see the golden
oha.in “of grace and ‘goodness that is bound
- a.bout the little ht‘e-story of every one of us,

There were many passengers Om- board.

' .Some’ were- leaving for- the-usual summer
holiday,-others were' on business’ bent; but

" the scene: was altogether one of the grea,test
fx'anima.uon and interest. ‘

A CLEAR FIRM VOICE

he Would permlt us to. hold a meetmg on the
fore-deck in the afternoon. He immediately

. consented, provlded the passengers did not

object. “We found, moreover, that the officer «
was o man who feared God, a.nd trusted
Christ for salvation, and blessing, and peace:

. We then began to ‘plan’ very cleverly, as
we imagxned how we would arrange the ser-
ﬁvioe, but God ‘had gone before us, and he had
,pla.nned how it should be brought about,
for at tha.t very .moment a man’ approached
the geat upon which we were sitting. =

“We had' not- prekusly observed him
amongst the pas_engers, but he appeared to .
be exclted and a.ddresslng us; sard— ,

! da.rk despa,lr
: speech ‘because so far. we had-given no. ‘defi-

: Chrietla.mty,

f 3 or@anette, on which be pla.yed at tlmes, and. o )
A 0003510@&11}' aooompanied it w1th a soft and o

" refused.

- passengers .who had gathered round

. unusna.l lucldent

Lok here, gentlemen it you' a.re gomg to L
‘talk Chnstia.mty on' tlus steamer my: friends.w o

and’ myself me'm to: oppose you, so make no S
mlstake a.bout it"
sof ‘medium. helglht with .restless, deep set,
_‘dark eyes, with'a- ¢omowhat sallow and un-

The" speaker was a man -

happy expression, a-fact-that a,ltogether be-‘
'We' were surprised’ at his’

nite mdleo.txon of our 1ntent10n to “talk
as he to‘rmed it. However,..
we' smmnsed that. the’ oaptam had told him -
of our requeut and we. replied in- concilia-

. tory la.nvua,ge ‘Well my- friend, you might -

wa.it till we began, but we do hope 10 have a
simple gospel servroe, and shall be,pleasel
to ‘see you a.nd your fnends present at “it.’
Our, kindly answor, h wever, had . bat little
effect, for le:left us, ‘sullenly murmuring to

_ himself what he would do ‘to stop that -kind

of thing when they were a.wa.y for a little
hohda,y R f

Durmg the previous afternoon we had es-
pecially noltlced a little Ttalian boy. - He was

,alttlrc-d in the customa.ry picture;.quo garb—. .

‘a little ’l‘yrolose hat "a biue. cape thrown

a.rouml his shoulders and his legs encased in
© the strenge twrsted bands usually avorn by .

these wandormg minstrels He ha.d a httle-_

o tention a.nd we spokev'to him. a.nd encoul-ab— .

ed- h1m a ht.tle, and found to our great plea- .-

_ pure.that he’ could tead and speak L‘ngllsh‘
. quite fluently, On the Lord’s day, however,,

his little organctte was silent. He-ran about:
the deck and clasped it as if he loved it
dwrly, but not a -sound; sacred.or seeunlar,
was. heard from the strange little instrument *
all that day.

. 'We had remarked thls, and wondered wha:
was the reason. However just as the pas-
senger we have descmbed moved away from
us, he noticed the little Italian boy, and ap- \
proaching him, ‘said, ‘Here’s a penny for you
——pla.y me the ‘Marseillaise” The boy look-
ed up at him with his open, bright, and gen-
tlo face, and simply shook his head, plainly
denoting that he did not wish to play. The
man offered him sixpenoce, but the lad aga'n
politely shook his head; then he tendered a i
shilling and finally taking a half-crown and
holding it up between his fingers, told him
he would have that if he would play the
‘Marseillaise’; but the child still absclutely '
We were:so impressed with the
courage and determination of  the little,
stranger that we felt sure there was some
conscientious scruple animating him. We
felt persuaded he was a’ Christian boy, and
we went to him and sympathetically said,
“Will you do something for us?’ ‘At the same
‘time we produced a pocket bible, and asked -

“him if he would read a elmpter we should

choose from God’s word. 'I‘o our exceeding
delight, the boy instantly assented. Our

~ strong Scotch friend lifted him on. to a

hatchway or cover ed skylight, and he began
to read in -a clear, ﬁrm voice to many of the
the

wonde"ful fifteenth of Luke' S. Gospel.

Words fail us to clescribe the effoct of this
I‘rom the lnstanrt he be-



