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From the London Tablet.
REVIEW.

Notes on the Ministry of Curdr.al B.
Pacca, Secretary of State to his Holi.
ness Pope Pius V11 Travslated from
the Lalian of Cardinal Pacca, Dublin,
Cumming. London: Dolman, 1843.
This book will do sumething to fill up

the want that hus ofien been remarked in

English literature of works treating on

the all-important ecclesiastical uffuirs of

Rome and Europe in the early part of

the present century ; when Infidelity tow-

ered aloft in admiited supremacy: when
the * Lialiar old man"’ was scoffed at and
dorided ; when the temporal dominion of!|
the Popes was ravished awaj s when the

Popedom itsclf seemed for a time extinct

—the See either Leing vacant, or the|

liolder of it shut out from all cominunicu.

was wanting to complete the pomp of it
but the helfsmillion of men who had died
to put an end to alt that ! So said Auge-
reau nt the time ; and we rather wonder
tofind this exceedingly small saying re-
peated with orceprance forty years after-
wards., Of a wruthy, the** half a milliou of
mea who have died 10 put an end to all
thay,* have died in a rotien cause. They
have gone to their account: to answer
why it was they threw away their lives
* 10 putan ond to ail that;" butall that™
lives still with an immortal life, and though
seeming dead when it amazed men to fiud
a Napoleon patroniziag it, it has out lived
his life, and his dynasty, and another dy-
nasty ; and is now, amidst many elements
of disorganizaticn in France, the most
powerful thing now alive there; is, in-
deed, the oaly vital organic thing there
extant.

tion with both his spiritual and his tempo-
ral subjects. ~ Such an epuch is, indeed, |
onc of high and deep interest to every onesj
whether of the Church or not of it. Ay
modern writer complans bitterly of Nasj
poleon. that Leing *a reality’ agreat)
man, he ¢ wrapped his own reahty in
tinsel and mummery ; ** apostatized from
his old faith, and strove to connect him-
self with Austian dynasties, Popedoms,
and the old flse Feudalitiea which he
once saw clearly to be false.” What an
unfortunate man this poor Napoleon -~this]
creature of a day—must have been to de-
grade himself by conaecting himself with
such poor weak * Chimatras!  He, the
mighty Emperor, lord of invisble legioas,
the creator of kingdoms, the deposer of|
monarchs, the remodelles of vanquished,
Earope—Ae, this man o connect himsell
witha weak, old, Italian exile! What an
insanity, judging according to the world,
and its notions!  But, indesd, it is in this!
very thing that we are forced; to acknows:
ledge the shallow judgment of the modern
writer, and the haif true and penetrating
judgment of Napoleon. 1f we were ask-
ed to point out the circumstance which
displays most clearly Napoleon's intuitive
genius, we should refer to this very cir-
cumstance which the anti-Catholic derides.
Putting down half worn out insurrections
by attillery, gaining battles, conquering
empires, are comparatively, vuigar ex-
ploils, achieved ina wulgar direction.
This was the course marked out for him
in the opinion of the world ; this was the
direction in which every man’s under
standing, even the shallowest, heralded
him on to common and ordinary greatness.
But when, with eagle eye, he Jlooked back{
into the past, secking to find in it sone;
element of performance and stability, and
discerned 1t not in anything that was salu.
ted by the applauses of the world, the
sound of tcumpets and drums, the roas of
artillesy, and the waving of banaers, bu
in a poor, weak, despised; old man, whom
all .the world liad-been despising. and ris
diculing, and execsating, and-longing 10
getdesiroyed and sbolished-—ihen; indeed,
allthe clever, little vulgar men exclaimed
that he was losing his head and mistaking

his position § and of his consceration and
coronatisn at MNotre Dume s a Murshal of

How 1his thing so strangely vital, was
able, 1 its utmost feebieness, to struggle
with the imperial mightiness of Napoleon,
and to tire 1t aut, waiching pavenly til
his downfall, tlus velume shows us in a
very inwresting and insiructive maunner,
The book itsell is too well known (though
as yet uatranslated) 10 need mueh derasl-
ed analysis, but we shall make a few ex-
tracts, to siiow thouse of our readers to
whom the book may be uakonown the
valus which sttaches toit.  The following
description will bo read wulb interest of
ROME DURING THE FRENCH OCCUPATION.

I at all times inculcated to them in
my despatches to watch over the preser-
vation of the peace and tranquility of the
people ; and I therefore furbade, in the
year of my ministry, bull-fights, fireworks,
and differentfairs outside the city of Romo.
I forbade severa] solemn processions.
and chiefly those at night, and I'tovk all
the precautions possible to repress, at As-
sisium, ull tumnlt at the feast of the Por-
zincula, und to prevent a great concourse
of people, whence generally strifes and
fights arise, which might be the beginning
of gieaterdisorders. | did the same in
Rome, and the good people of that capitul,
during the whule time of the imprisan.
ment of the pape (notwithstanding the
daily vexations given by command of the
French military to the pontiff and the Sa.
cted College )y mainained un antitade and
a conduct rea ly admirable, keeping them.
selves as mch as possible at a distance
from the French, to evince their affeciion
1o the government,without however, shown~
ing any want of civility or offering any in-
sult,and blindlyobeyingnot onlyihe ordecs,
but even the wishes of the pupe; a con
duct ascribed by, meny 1o the special pro-
tnction of the Llessed Virgin, 1o whom the
Romaus pay a parucular desotion, and
which tended much to preserve the hone
our of the pontifical gover nment unsiained;
a conducy, in fine, which filled sirangers
then residing in Rome with astunishmert,
as well as those 'who in distant cosutries
hieard the troo and faithfnl uccount from
people of their own nation: A Russian
nobleman, who wus in Rome at that timz,
said one day with bitterness, that he de-
lighted beingin the capital to witness so

the Eopire could exclaim * thut nothing

rico @ phenomeaon ;5 that there were in

Rome two governments, ons opposed to
the other ; one, having at command the
tioops, the police, the citadel and gprisons,
in fine, all the means to make themselves
obeyed, to make regulations nud give or
ders to which nobody listened, and in the
execution of which it was necessary al-
ways to employ force ; the other governs
mont, on the contrary, deprived of all
these weans, and of the armed force, shut
up in a palace, in reality a prison, sur.
rounded by troops of the snemy, siill by
nieans of short manuseeipt notifications ac-
quainted the public with jts wishes, and
remurk,that whatever she commanded was
on the instant voluntarily executed. Beaus
tiful and consoling proof,that even without
numerous and expensive troops, and often
an insecure police, there are means for a
government to make itself respected and
obeyed. This admirable conduct of the
good Roman people in these calamitovs
times, deserses to be handed down to the
latest posterity.

One lesson, very torcibly inculeated by
many parts of this volume, is the immense
value to the Holy See of a bold unyiclding
policy in all times, whether limes of cri-
sis, or not.  This lesson, applicable to our
'imes as strov 'y as to those of the pre-
ceding generation, is recognized in the
fullest manner by this admirable cardinal,
who leaves it as a legacy to us from his
own troubles and imprisonments,

On the announcement of the violent ex~
pulsion from Rome of the popos, Pius VI,
and VII., naticns became enraged, ani
the good complained, butno remonsirance,
no voice issued from the thrones of the
Catholie princes in favour of these sacred
and august personagds. Providence per-
mitted this, to confirm more and
moro the Divine lecture given to the
popes and ministers of the Church, ofien
repeated in the sacred Scripture, not to
repose their trust in tha princes of the
earth; and to render it palpable, and give,
evident proof, even tothe unbeliever, that
ail happy events befalling the Holy See
and the Church, proceed direcily from the
supreme gdispositions of Providence. Too
mugh, alas ! had the Divine counsul been
wwned against at Rome for many years ,
and what was afierwards the reward there-
of 2 Throwing a veil over the, eveats off
a more ancient date, which prudence sug.
pests should be pasced over in silenge,
what happened with t'ie French Goaverns
ment in the pontificate of Pius VIL., suffis
ces as proofof this.  Every decree, will
1ot 84y even every 1equest of Buonaparte,
first consul, afterwards ‘e-m_pe-ror. became
at once law for Rome. Tiie same pontiff
allowed himsclf 10 be pasuaded, that i
lind found a protector.and a {riend in that
man; but when locked op o a cnrriugu.:

surrgunded by gendarmes, we,were carsied
off 10 PFravce hke two malefuctors, hy'
ten held a very different lungwage.

Our readers will be amused with .the
following uasophisticated. .'

. SDECULATIONR o:«{‘rogi.s. _'

I continued my jpurney, and arrived at

Jaanslebpurgh, whege we passed the night

The arrival of the pope was already

the post rbnd.'whéncé the wholo population
wits in movement, and a growd was col.
lectad In ths country th.ough which he
was to pass, Scewg throe carriages, and
one of them with the urms of the pope,
they all ran, thinking they saw bim, ouo
kunelt, another cried, and all implored his
blessing. We tuld them that the popy
was (0 pass the next day, vad they did not
belisve whut wo told thenr., In one past
of Savoy, and if 1 remember rightly it was
at Modona, whilst we weie changing hors

ses at the post house, a crowd of peopls
collected round my carriage, and began to
question whether or no I was the pope.
One said. “ Heis the pope, and I saw
him plainly the time bn passed before, and
[ recognisu his countenance.” Another
answered, “No, itisnothe ; T saw lum
alsu the last ume, and hie was older than
the person who is now in the carriage,”
pointing me out. A third added, “Most
certainly it is not the pope; see, he is
dressed Like u curdinal’ Tho first an.
swered, “They have dressed him like
a cardinal, in order that he may not be re-
cogaised ™ Durisz this debate, a veners
rable old man came out of an «djoining
housg, made his way through the crowd,
and come up to tho carrisge., All then
looked o,and,listening attentively, stood
in silence. The old man loscked at me,
and then turning to the bystanders,*This,”
says he, **is oot ike pope, because the
popes wear beards,” This good man had
seen in some house the portrait of some
one of the pontiffs of the gone-by ages,
and was not aware that the popes had
not changed the customs of their illustrious
predecessors in other things less irivolous
than this.

A great deal of necdless cant has been
and still is ofien uttered about she harsh
treatmeat received by Napoleon ut the
hands of England. Ifany oce is infected
with this cunt, the best remety for the
disease is to read in this volume the treat.
ment to which Napoleon, in the height of
his prospesity subjected two old mea
both priests, one the deposed possessor of
the oldest throne in Christendom-—~the
Pope———: the other a Cardinal and
Secretary of State,

NAPOLEON'S INHUMANITY TO TUE POPR.

"All the following winter, and in the
spring of 1812, the holy father was Ieft
trunquil in his prison at Savona, Napo-
leon having then turned all bis thoughts
to the'su ceiebrated, and 1o him fatul ex-
pedition to- Russia, B' “the evening
of -the 9th of June, "towards - seven
o'clock, the pope suddenly received. or
ders to prepare’ to return to France, and
having madé- him change thoso clothed
which wight cause him 10° be recognised
on the roud: he was forced to leave to-
wards ten o'clock in the morning. - After
a Tong and pairifal journey, o the hottest
part of the duy, e arivedat a vegyJate
haug of . the .night at she hospice of the
Cluistian honks, at Mons'Cenis. -

-They. 1ok Monsignore Eartuzzoli wp
into -the pape’s carringe, at Stupinigic. 8
the apighborheod of Turin, and he.from
that day, nuver left his sides - Theckioly

-

known in the Suvay, snd his passage by

father 1l alarmingly ilf at the'hospicd,



