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sack of Rome by the ferocious mercenaries of the Constable of
Bourbon, while' the Tiber beneath ran red with blood.

The island of the Tiber with its picturesque twin bridges isy
rich in ancient memories, But of special interest to me was the
site of the Milvian Bridge, where in his confliet with Maxentius
for the empire of the world, Constantine saw, or thought he saw, '
the sign. of the cross in the midday heavens, and adopted the sign -
of salva.tlon as his' standard of battle. OFf this scene there is a
striking picture in the Vatican. Here, too, the seven-branched

candlestick from the temple of Jerusalem was thrown intothe
Tiber, where it probably still remains, and may yet be recovered.
Although admonished that I should remain indoors in the even-
ing on-account of the malaria, I could not resist the temptation
to visit this methory-haunted spot, and the famed Pincian Hill
and Villa Borghese at “ twilight’s enchanted hour.”

No public resorts furnish so good an opportunity for the study
of Roman' life and character as the gardens of the Pincian Hill
and those of the Villa Borghese. The formeér is on the site of
the famous gardens of Lucullus, where the Empress Messahna
afterwards celebrated her orgies. It is mow the fashionable .
evening drive of Rome, where the gay and pleasure-loving aris-



