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SLAVERY AND LAS C.AsAs.

In the trail of the bloody conquest
of the Spaniards, follo-wed the deep
and daxnning guilt of numan slavery.
" Indians -vere slaughtered by the
hundred, burncd alive, impaled on
sharp stakes, tomn to pieces by blood-
hounds. Little children were flung
into the water to drown, -with less
concern than if they had been pup-
pies. It was cheaper to work an
Indian to death than to get another
to takecare of hlm." These atï,cities
awoke the indignation of the picus
Las Casas, who organized the first
anti-slavery crusade in the history of
mankind. In the long struggle to
end this sin agrarnst God and crime
against inan, hie crossed the Atlantic
fourteen times. His last act in bis
ninety-second year, was to secure a
royal decree promoting the welfare
of the natives of Guatemala.Z

"l'I contemplating sucli a life as
that of Las Casats," says our author,
"ail the wvords of eulogy seem weak,

and frivolous. The historian can
only bow in reverent awve before a
figure, wvhich is, in some respects,
the most beautiful and sublime in
the anni.s of Christianity since the
apostolie age. Wlhen now and then
in the course of the centuries, God's
providence brings such a 111e into
this world, the memiory of it must
be cherished by mankind as one of
its xnost precious and sacred pos-
sessions. For the thoughts, the
words, the deeds of such a man,
there is no deatli. The sphere of
their influence goes oî' -%idening for-
ever. They bud, they blossom, they
bear fruit from age to agye."

A st'.-ange Nemesis seems to have
follov ed the cruel agents of Spanish
tyranny, for almnost ail of them died
an untiniely and bloody death.

In a closing chapter, our author
treats briefly the work of two cen-
turies in exploring this neiv world.
The sketches of Gomez, Cartier and
Roberval, Ribaut itrd the Hugenots
in Florid.a, Menendez the last of
the crusaders, of that gallant bero
Champlain, of Marquette, Jolliette,

Father 7lennepin, La Verendryre,
Lewis and Clark, Davis and Hudson,
IBaffin and Behring, are of suirpap-,rg
intereat.

ln some striking paragraphis Pro-
fessor Fiske shows the efl'ects of the
dark saperstition of Sppin, the ex-
pulsion of the Moriscoes and the,
persecution of the Inquisition, in the
deterioration of national character.

" Wheni we contrast the elastic
buoyancy of spirit in Shakespeare's
England, ivith the gloora and heavi-
ness that were then creeping over
Spain, we find nothing strange in
the fact that the most popular and
powerful nations of the Neiv World
speak English and not Spanish. It,
wvas the people of Great Britain,
that, -vith flexible and self-reliat
intelligence, came tc> be foremost in
devising methods adapted to, the
groiwth of an industrial civilization,
1 aving, the middle ages far bebind.
Wherever, ini uny of Llhà regions open
to colonization, this race bas cowie
into competition with other European
races, it bas either vanquished or
absorbed tbem, always proving its
rzuperiur capacity. Sometimes the
contest has assumed the formn of
strife between a civilization based
upon wholesome priv'ate enterprise,
and a civilization based upon govern-
ment patronage. Such ivas the form
of the seven years' conflict tbat came
to a final decision upon the Plains
of Abraham, and not the least
interesting circumistance, connected
with the dliscovery of this broad
continent, is the fact that the strug-
gle, for the possession of it, bas
revealed the superior vitality of
institutions and methods that first
came to maturity in England, and
now seemn destined to shape the
future of the world."

Important appendices and an admir-
able index increase greatly the value
of thiese volumes. The graceful style,
the apt illustrations, the fine scbolar-
ship of Professor Fiske, add to the
zIhid character of bis book a fascin-
ating literary charm. Ris account
cf the copicus bibliography of early
dliscovery is very f ull cf interest.
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