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PROHIBITION CANDIDATES.

Never before in the history of Can-
ada  was the temperance question
forced upon the attention of Parlin-
mentary candidates to the same extent
as it isin the present canpaign.  From
every part of the country we hear of
candidates heing pledged to support
prohibition,

Friends of our cause have acted
wisely in this vespect. They ought to
take advautage of this opportunity.
By judicious wanagement there may
be secured representatives favourable
to our cause, from s good majority of
the constituencies, The immediate
future of the prohibition question is
uwow in the hands of the temperance
electors and upon their wisdom and
energy will depend the action of the
Parliament to be returned on the 23rd
inst.

THE PLEBISCITE PROPOSAL.

The Quebec Bianeh of the Dominion
Allinnce at a meeting held in the City
of Montieal, lnid down in reference to
parlinmentary  candidates, a policy
which deserves ceareful consideration,

The ground taken by the Convention
may be briefly swmmmarvized as fol-
lows: -

1. In the coming eampaign pro-
hibitionists should support only candi-
dates who are known, avowed and
relinble proliibitionists, wherever such
candidates arein the field.

2. Whetencither candidate comes
up to the standard, and both are other-
wise equally desirable, the preference
should be given to the Liberal candi- |
date, in view of the fact that the Liber |
al Party is pledged to take a plebiscite
of the Dominion electotate on  the'!
question of prohibition and to promote’
prohibition legislation if such a plebi.
scite  should show o najority for
prohibition, '

It must. be admitted that if we had
no hope of seeuring a prohibitory law
from the Dominion Patlinment, it
would be wise to accept the plebiscite |

Ctuke in view of that decision,

a plebiscite to which one party was
opposed,
Our friends will then in our opinion,

Where

they will help the cause by supporting,
'regardless  of  parties, candidntes
pledged to tuke o plebiscite and enact

prohibition if the plebiscite will war-
rant their doing so.

[ tnking of a plebiscite in cuse they fail l

prohibitory law,

THE PRIVY COUNCIL DECISION.

Imperial Privy Counneil has been made
public and it is to be regretted that
direct replies have not been given to
(ull of the questions submitted,

and clearly affirmed the authority of
the Ontario Local Option Law, and by
timplication has declared the vight of
every provincial legisluture to give
electors the right of locally outlawing
the liquor traffic.

To the ordinarvy reader the argument
submitted in the support of this deci-
sion conveys the impression that the
Judges believed the local legislatures
to have full power to prohibit any
liguor teafficking that begins and ends
within the tervitorial jurisdiction of
such legisiatures The only reserva.
tion seems to be that such legislation
would be superseded by a prohibitory
law enacted by the Dominion Parlia-
ment.

Their Lordships, the Judges, who
gave this decision, have however, taken
care to state that they do not render o
definite judgment upon any question
except that of local option, which came
before them in the concrete form of
law, they declining to give veplies
having the fotce of judgments to any
(of the other questions dealt with,

Some Ilawyers consider that the
argument presented in vindication of
loeal option would not also necessavily
establish the legality of a provincial
prohibition law if such a law were
enacted,

No fortal iuterpretation of the de-
cision has however, been made by the
' Ontario Government. Upon that Gov-
ernment now  devolves the duty of
‘ interpreting the decision and declaring’

[ 4
, what action will be taken in reference |
ito it. This will have to be done, in
’vie\\' of Sir Oliver Mowat's pledge to
Cintroduce into the Ontavio Legislature’
la prohibitory law if the
warrant his doing so,

We shall, therefore in all probmbility
have within a few weeks, an interpreta-
tion of the Privy Council judgment,
by one of the best constitutional law-
vers in the British Ewmpire, with the

(

interpretation accompanied by a defin- i

ite statement as to what action the
Ontarvio Legisluture will be invited to

LOCAL OPTION.

Every friend of the temperance

proposition coupled with such promises , citise will be delighted with the fact

of legislation ns have been made by the | that the Privy Council judgment em-

Liberal Leaders, i phatieally upholds the validity of the
The Temprerance canse will however, ; Ontario Local Option Law.

be best served at the present time by . There is now open before us a splen-

electors puying move attention to can- ; did Held for immedinte and effective

didates than to parties,

The Conservative Party is not com-
mittted to opposition of a plebiscite.
Hon. G. K. Foster has been one of the
strangest plebiscite advocates. Many
other leading Conservatives have sup-
ported his views. A plebiscite taken
with the approval of both parties in
Parliament would be better forus than

}nctivity. Local option campaigns will
J‘ wipe out the liquor traffic in scores of
(localities and at the same time will
; bring on agitation and discussion that
must have a beneficin) educative effect,

By different forms of local option,
the liquor traffic has been entirely
delegalized in the Province of Prince

| dreads.
It will be well also to pledge even!declared that the electors of Ontario
prohibition candidates to support the 'are competent to wield that weapon,

this | to secure the direct enactmient of a to study the situation, to avail them-
selves of the present opportunity to

The full text of the decision of the Of such campaigns meeting with

l
I

The judgment has unhesitatingly ; place over the question of liquor selling

, offensive and discredited institution in !

!
|

Edward Island. By local option the

teaffie is linited to two counties in
Nova Scotia. By local option the
greater pnrt of New Brunswick s
under prohibitory law. Nearly four
hundred patishes in Quebec are free
from the liquor traffic. In Manitoba
prohibition by-laws cover many muni-
cipalities,

Everywhere that it has been fairly
tried, local option has proved its worth
as a weapon that the liguor traflic
The Privy Council has just

sarnestly we appeal to our friends

bring on campaigns for the enactment
of loeal option by-laws in every muni-
cipality in which there is a likelihood

sucecess,

THE PARLIAMENTY BAR.

A good deal of Ei-s—cussiml has taken

within the precincts of the Parliament
Buildings at Ottawa, This was pro-
voked by unseemly occurrences in the
House of Commons, where some mem-
bers appeared in a decidedly discredit-
able condition. The matter was much
canvassed and the offence strongly
condemned in many quarters, On the
other hand members of Parliament
made strong statements as to the
general sobriety and good conduct of
the House. These disclaimers how-
ever, did not affect the stated facts,

Whether or not the sale of hquor in
the Parlianent Buildings is to be
credited with the unseemly conduct of
a few metnbers, it will readily be
admitted that a public bar in the

Parliament Buildings is neither desir-| ¢,

able or defensible, Unfortunately, we
understanu the liquor selling is carried
on without a regular license from the
Provincial authorities, It is in some
way supposed to be under the sanction
of the House of Commons, but the
House of Commnions should not encour-
age liquor selling withont the legal
sanction that it requives elsewhere,

A simple solution of the whole
difficulty is the total abolition of liquor
selling in the Parliament Buildings.
There ought to be no difficulty about
this. There are many strong friends
of temperance in Parliament. They
should take action at the earliest
possible moment to terminate an

Charles Cameron, the Rev, Hercules.
Henry Dickinson, Messrs. W. Allen,
M.P., W. 8, Crane, Alex. Morison.
Gordon, W, Graham, Henry Grinling,
Samuel Hyslop, Andrew Johuston,
John Hy. Roberts M.P,, Heury Riley
Smith, Charles Walker, John Lloyd
Wharton, T. P. Whittaker, M.P.,
Alfred M. Wingrain, M.P., Samuel
Young M.P., und George Younge.

ALCOHOL AND THE STOMACH.

As soon a8 alecohol in any of the.
intoxicating drinks (or in any form) is
received into the stomach it com-
mernces its destructive work. One of
its effects is upon the gastric juice
which is secreted from the lining mem-
brane of this organ, nature's greatest
agency in the process of digestion. It
at once seizes upon that secretion and
separates or percipitates from it one of
its most important coustituents, pep-
sine, without which digestion is a
failure. So that process is retarted,
impaired or partially or completely
suspended until the alcohol es out
of the stomach, by absorption or other-
wise, and a new secretion of gastric
juice takes place, or until the juices of
the stowach redissolve the precipitated
pepsine. 8o we come at once upon the
stubborn fact that while alcohol will,
dissolve many of the resins, gums, etc.,
under no circumstances will it dissolve,.
(t)g digest food, but it is & preserver of

em.

When we desire to prevent & tumor,
a bone, a portion of a limb, large or
small, removed by the surgeon, we
always preserve it in alcohol. Snakes,
lizards, etc., are preserved and kept
for ages in the same manner,

Why do we use alcohol? Sim‘)ly
because it will prevent decomposition.
and_ wwill not digest, That's all. And.
yet how man{ are stupid and ignorant
enough to sip beer, wine, stout, or-
brandy while partaking of a meal.

I suppose that is their theory for-
food *“sticking by the rib,” Yes, it
does us.tay with themn a good deal longer
or
The continued use of alcoholics, as.
beer for instance, causes the stomach
to gradually become weakened and.
lose much of its tonicity, That atony
causes loss of appetite, and the organ
fails to wake up to its duty by indicat-
ing 1ts desire for food until it has a.
little stimulating assistance in the old
way, as it has become s0 accustoned.
to depend upon it. 8o 4 person in that
condition contracts the belief that he
must have an aleoholic for an appe-
tizer, while another, equally imbecﬁ:.
thinks he must have it as a digestive.
And yet if either one should find his
house on tire he would not throw on
kerosene oil to extinguish the flames,
though it would be just as rational an
apptication_as ulcohol in the former
instance, Dr. Hammond has clearly
demonstrated through experimental

defence of~which little can be said.'

Our friends in the constituencies will
do wis ly by taking advantage of the
present election campaign to pledgei
parliamentary candidates to the aboli-

ecision would | tjon of parlinmentary liquor selling, | Eng

Every candidate should be pledged to
support action in this direction.

|

THE BRITISH ROYAL COMMISSION,

The Royal Commission appointed by
the Imperinl Government to investi-
gate the liquor question has commenced
its operations. Its first session was

Iheld on Tuesday, May 12th, in the old

Palace Yard, London. By express
commission of Her Majesty future

sessions will be held in the Queen’s’

Robing Room in the House of Lords.|
Strong conumittees representing the|
temperance societies and the liquor
trafficrespectively, have been organized
and have employed prominent counsel
to advocate their respective views be.
fore the Comimission. The temperance !
conunittee is known as the Central|
Evidence Board. The members of the
Royal Commission are: Viscount Peel
(the late Speaker), the Earl of Jersey, !
Viscount de Vescl, the Bishop of‘
London, 8iv Algernon Edward West,
Sir W. H. Houldsworth, M.P., Sir
Frederick Seager Hunt, M.P., Sir

t

|

| the excessive use of

investigation that alcohol taken with
food produces injurious effect akin to.
food. One writer
says, ‘‘Its use is qualitative abuse as
glutt(’my is quanti ative intemper-
ance.”

The same writer says, **The testi-
mony of two million total abstainers in
Iand shows that health is improved
disuse of such poisonous liquids.”
'he one drinking alcokolics at ineal
(time us nbove indicated is usiug the
, neans to produce very different results
'fro_m those he anticipates, By the
irvitation of the drink upon the sto-
mach, which he deludedly calls
. ippetite. he often eats an undie quan-
- tity, weakens the walls of the stomach.
jand canses digestion to become a
lahorious process.

Oh man, that thou couldst see thy-
self.—Dr. Mann, in the International
Good. Templar,
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