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Mr. Bertram Tennyson, a nephew of the late Lord
Tennyson, and a mining expert, has returned to
VI.CtOTIa from Dease Lake. Amongst interesting
things he mentions that there is a man, about seventy
miles from Dease post, who has been working a hill
claim all alone for years, and living like a hermit, and
has tunnelled into his hill 2,500 feet.

AUSTRALIAN GOLD PRODUCTION.

The gold yields for the four out of the five principal
Australasian colonies for the first half of 1899 show a
very satisfactory increase over the corresponding
period of 1898, as follows :

Ist half ’g8.  1st half ’99. Increase.

Oz. Oz. Oz.
West Australia. .. ... 470,691 709,794 239,103
Qpeensland ........ 427,217 450,967 23,750
Victoria ............ 391,058 430,092 39,034
New South Wales ... 153,724 187,364 33,640
1,442,790 1,778,216 355,627

New Zealand, Tasmania, and South Australia are
also increasing their outputs, and the last named is
coming into notice amongst gold fields, especially the
north-eastern part, where several hundreds of reef
claims have been staked out. The output from the
colonies enumerated for the first half-year is estimated
at £7,000.000, while the exports for the same period
reached just over £6,000,000. It is thought that the
output for 1899 will be between £16,000,000 an
£ 17,000,000, O about three millions more than 1898.
The cash dividends of the mining companies for June

amounted to £336,659.

PROSPECTING AS A PROFESSION.

A school exclusively for the training of mining pro-
spectors is one of the needs of the times. Prospecting
as a profession seems to have been quité overlooked in
the present day. That this should be sois remarkable,
not onlv because the nineteenth century wants a new
o absorb energies which other professions
ble to employ, but also because the im-
mediate destiny of a new mining country is determined
by the success OT failure of its prospectors. If they

are not thoroughly trained and capable of taking .the

fullest advantage of the mineral resources of a district,
i bly be

then the development of that district may possi
ly retarded. We had an illustration of

t year on the Stickeen. Ten thousand
Northern Cassiar and camp-
ed on Telegraph Creek until their provisions gave out,
when they returned to civilization full of discrediting
reports of a country that they had seen nothing of.
The lack of trained prospectors is ffflt in every part of
Canada, so much so that the need 18 described as the
most pressing the Dominion has, after the want of
capital. Surely, then, here 18 an opening for young
men who have had a thorough course of study 1n
geology, mineralogy, chemistry, assaying and the like,
for the field isby no meansadequatelyorsat1sfactor11y
filled by the present-day_prospector. By qnd by we
may hope that the Dominion Government will provide

facilaties forinstruction inscientific prospecting in every
part of the Dominion.
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