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MANAGEMENT OF FOWLS IN COLD
WEATHER.

Many peteons tomplain that hens are tint
profitable, as they must be fed a number of
months in cold weather, Withou* anj profit,
s they do not lay in the cold season. This
dependy very much on managément. Hens

. ire as ptofitable as any other stock, if man-
with the same carey and we believe
more profitsble, as there is a more teady
feturn. Pullets generally begiit to 1ay when
five ot sik twonths old, with good attention,
and there i8 & quick return it e%gs to pay
for trouble and expensei tnd in raising
chickens, if bhatched in season, a good re-
turn will be made in a few months, 23 they
bring a good price in July and August,
though but Fnrtially ghown, if they be fat
and have yellow legs.

Whenhene do not 1y in cold weather,
it is generally owing to their not bemf kept
warm and comfortable, and being well wup-
plied with suitable food, graiel lime, water,
&ec., &e.

‘We do not intend to give a description of
8 hen house, but would remark that it should
be dry and warm, and-during warm and
moderate weatheny it should be ventilated ;
the amount of fresh air should be according
16 the temperature of the weather. In
very cold weather the houre should be kept
tltded, to keep it comfortable. The manure
should, be often removed, especially when
the weuther {s mijld, that the ar may be
pore. White.washing occasionally, when
the weather is mild, wiil have a good effect,
though it is not a0 necessary in cool, as n
warm weather, It 18 best to have boards
directly under the roost to catch the manure,
that it may notfall on the ground; in this
ﬁL:hé place may be kept muth neater.
W the manure is removed from the
boards, which should be often when it is
not frosen, some ashes or lime should be
thrown on the boards to absorb the mois-
ture’and keep the air pure.

Grain of different kinds is excellent food
for hens. Corn, barley, wheat, rye, ogjs,
‘buckwheat, rice, are all-good, and the cheap-
est kinds may be used. Corn and barley
are about as good and as cheap kinds of gnm
asany. It is better to have-a part of the
eorn ground-and make s dongh with hot
‘water, and use this as a part of their food ;
and better still to mix the-mesl with other
articles as named below.

Yot 1o Xeep two or three kinds of
Wy bens, and let them eat which they
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Hens will do better to have other food
than grain, or grain ground and cooked.
Potatoes, apples, pumpkins, squashes, tur-
nips, parsnips, beets, &¢., boiled, several
kinds together, is the better way, and then
while hot stir in meal and brar til] sufficlent-
ly dry, and mix intimate’y together. Give
this moderately warm, as often as once a day.
Tt will be a very acceptable dish. Much
stuff may be used up in this.way that would
otherwise be wasted ; and fowls thus fed
will lay better than if kept wholly on gtain.

Besides the common fobd of hens the
should have lime, in some state, gravel,
meat, and green food. Lime is necessary
in forming the egg shell. Old mortar
pounded fine, pounded or ground oyster or
clam shells, o¢ bones, und or cut or
pounded fine; are &ood ¢sh bones should
be preferred, as they contain animal matter,
and will be eaten frezly and abundantly.—
Some persons first burn the bones, but this
is wrong, as it will destroy the cily part
which is at least one-half the value, and this
causes hens to eat honés more readily.
Chalk, which is a tarbonate of lime, may be
pounded fine and mixed with their food.
An abundance of gravel should be kept by
hens atall times, as they ¢annot live without
it. With this they grind their food in the
gizzard. It 15 gentnally allowed that hens
will do better to have a portion of animal
food when they are confined, or 1n cold wea-
ther when they caunot cbtain insects, of
which they.eat a great many when they can
obtan them. In cities and Iar%e townsy
cheap animal food may be obtamed, such as
liver, kidneys, and scraps which can be had
at one or two cents a pound. Fresh fish
will answer a %ood ru e. Some persons
have succeeded well-with hens without giv-
ing them animal food, but most persons
consider this food necessary. Hens are
very fond of it, and when they run at Jarge
they prefer this food to a large amount.

When hens run at large they est much
green food, such as grass and various kinds
of herbage, and when they have been con-
fined some til;)e, ;i'h:’t:t 18 food, theg eat
1t very greedily when'they get out. From
thxs.rg. is evident that they should have s
supply in winter. The best kind is cabbage

l\)\rit};latanding they had grain and other food
them: .

We will name an instante of the good
effects of xtra attention to fowls in cold
weathet. We had a lot whith were »u
plied with grain, water, and gravel in the
told season, ‘They did not lay till the latter

art of February. They were cbld hens.

he next winter, in addition to grain, we
gave thein warm food of putatoes, meal, &c.,
and green food of raw turnips, applesy and
potathes ; we gave thein a fresh lot of gravel
evpry week; and-pounded bofies, and.byster
shells, and care was taken to keep the hen
house clean. In January, the second win-
ter, the same hens laid abundantly. “Thé
epgs were worth three times as much as the
food they consumed.

A friend who is well skilled In hen-ologg(.
gave us his iethod of managing, which we
published in The Yankee Farmer. Hehad
1,900 eggs from 150 hens in the month of
Januiry. Anbthér person gave us an ac-
connt bf his management, which was pub.
lished in the same paper. Five pullets pto-
duced 25 dozen of eggs from the middle of
October to the middle of April, which ix the
coldest part of the year. ‘

When the weather is mild and there js
no anow on the grdund, it is best for hens to
i;o out to the ground. If they do not rin at
arge; they ahguld}mve a yard where they
cin go out in suitable weather. Thev
should have a lot of fine sand loam or ishes
to dust themselves in.

The person who had =0 many eggs in
Januaty, lives in-a colder climate than this,
ag it is 160 miles farther notth, He gave
1o meat to his hens, but says it may be the
better way to.give them:meat, though he
has not tried it.

Some persons give their hens red pepper,
galtg, and lard, octasionally, in cold weather
tomake'them lay. As eggs are lizble to
freeze in cold - weather; pieces of chalf will
answer for nest eggs. sh water should
be given daily, and twice a day when it
freezese—Farmers’ Journal, Bosion.

A Catecnism oF GeoLoGv.—BY Janks
Nicror.—This is one of the series of cate-
chisms of elementary knowledge, published
by Messrs. Oliver tnd Boyd, Edinburgh.
It is a mort useful little hand-beok for the
young scholar, and equally suited for the
instruction of many children of a larger
growth. The practical applications of the
acience of geology (as the author well ob-
serves) are, r~~hape, more numerovs and
evident than in moet other sciences ; tining,
agriculture, and geography, cloeely de-
pend on it ; the engineer in forming canals
and roads, the architect and sculptor ik the
materials they employ, the physician .and
politician in estimating the health and re-
sources of a country, are all indebted to in-
formation derived from geology. To the
agriculturist, a knowledge of geology i
essential to the success of hiy’ vperations ;
the 1\ +ious eoils Gepend in a great measure
on the inferior rocks, and zﬁ plants best
qualified to succeed on each, and-even the
best mode of culture may thus be sacertain-
ed. Without this knowledge all applics~
tion of the experience of one country to au-
other must be uncertain. Much evil has
also been done to Jand from the use of mag-
nesian and cther lime.stones, contafning

leaves, cut up fine or fed in whole leaves, | Substances hurtful 1o tios, whick:a
TThis fcd may be saved and fed through the knowlodge of geology would have prevented.
winter.
As 3 substitute for m herbage, we

have givenhemtmipl,g::teinto slices, | There was cut last week, in 2 field at
B R e | et g 0 Bt
ner in whi I8 m, iv Wai 2 w it 80
[evident that tlueyywen very acceptable, »ot. 1 and gb Ib, 0 pods



