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ence ¢f 80 many who remember the time | be finished quarters will be provided, and SoFpeceiion atontihed e . i ing.business un’oll tlgalgne of his death. He
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Io fach their -flooks were o be Under BB06E. | woges o tray, ccr Shat s i sy 0% Mo (S o | o . the Vancouvee. corraapondense of
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. . ctib. ‘sers FIRES IN MARCH.
In this room every Sunday di ser. FIRE The first regular meeting of the Iadies’ | Jueations by varions articles in the depart-

vice was held and worshippers, although of , —_— . art
divers denominations, nbte,;:pd.od’, fenling.sthlt The fire record for the monthjust closed | committee of the Protestant Qrphanage was ;r‘\“! “% P'l’: ‘3' “ﬁm:“ﬁ‘"; from
God dwelt not in temples made with hands, | shows ‘& total of six alarms and a loss of | held yesterday ab . the home, there - lorence . uar. ‘Bee' L;“h:‘ Ch md.dlo
but eternal in the universe, or wheré two or | $2,808. The Chief’s memorandum is as be-{nearly & full board present. . After opening ’ Oc Wy L0 e
three are gathered together in Hisname. At }low: ..~ prayers and the ‘disposal of some routine

firsv Mr. Staines was the chaplain and | March 7..~Box 51. Fire at two-story | business Mrs. Edward Cridge was elected

preacher ; of ~his ‘teaching I recollect |frame residence on Second street, of G. president ; Mrs." Charles ‘Kent, vice-presi-

nothing! A mnervous, consequential, ‘rests| Mesher, ' Cause unknown. Loss on build-|dent; Mrs. Janies Hutoheson, ' treasvrer, | ®

less, learned man, who became intoxioated ing, $272; loss on contents, $1,211. and Mre. G. A.Sargison honorary . ek
even in those days with politics, | ance on'building and contents, $6,500. for the ensuing year, and.the rules of order efferson and'Marion' Crawlord. - The Cen
accepted the position of delegate * to lay at | = March 12 ill alarm.  Fire av Victoria | and regulations governing thé late commit- 5 "'g:. pousr on Uraw i g
the foot of the throne’ the grievances of a | theatre: ‘Ciuse; overheated flue setting fire| tee were continued in force, S of t5s 1 FebeAsg . ey .
baker’s dozen or so of diseatisfied townsmen. | to woodwork. = Loss, $10 8 The Matron’s report scknowledged various T ey '
Poor man, he had not gone far on his jour-| Maroh 15 —Box 54, Fire at frame resi- | kind gifte during the month, and. staved ; Fieur Gotas o
ney when a storm arose,; the ship was|d .Cedar Hill road, owner and oocupant | that all in the home wers now convalesoernt. e 5 e 10
wrecked at ses, and he after muoh suffering | M. Morrisey. Cause unknown. Loss om| The two'children 'who hsd been taken down a mg‘mn' Apri & ti m l:‘" ' ﬂ“‘
was drowned not very far from the entrance | building, $717; 00 contents, $553, Insur-| with messles bsd bsen promptly quarsasined “““;2 o0 o ‘dv"";' il ‘; % g °“f
to Juan de Fuca straits. anoe, $1, by Dr. Milne, and: placed’ under the spesial from to $3, and up s barrel,

, spproved, referred o
wecretary. for payment, and the board ad-
journed to thom! the president. :

THE CITY.

THovaH there were no offenders to be
dealv with in the city police court yesterday
it is not because the police have leisure

““ The place then was left withous s chap-| Maroh 39.—~Box 13. Fire at two-story |ocare of an ¢ rienoed nurse in the:upper | With wheat ay the present price they claim,

lain and schoolmaster. frame residence, Parkington strees, of T. | portion of the building. y this means the {that they have not been making any profit,
“In 18055°°:hnre l:nded at Victoria from | Fasoher. 00%.". sparks. Loss, §25. Insur. lpl'e:dd of the disease had been happily .

t beat- ,000. averte W ‘

rihf?llM;l:i]:ei: °i..%“:h:};mb¥ﬁ2%._m “ﬁ:::i 23.—Box 24 - Fire at shed owned| Some discussion 600k place on applications | Should beused in attempting to cure

Mouats, Fletta and Cridges. . Rey. Edward E. Brandson, 117 Fernwood road. Cause, | for admission of seven additional ‘children. .

Cridge had come to take the position vacated ':Kudxmplqhs with matches, Loss, $20. | These were finally referred: under the roles| .

by Mr. Staines. He- held service in the | No insnravcs, ° . ; | %o the standing committee on receptions, it | common sense

mess.room antil the completion-of a chitroh| Mareh 80.~Box 81. ‘Smoke issuing from | being stated that _in the evenb of. that pom-| nﬁb&m&“m

on Church Hill. This charch, designed and | roof, No, 20" Kanie street ; owner; Mrs. | mittee approving. the applications speoial

built under the superintendence of J. D. | Moore; ovcupsnt, R. W. Margetws. No |efforts must be mi‘hh vide addivional] . yuo o :

Temberton, was opened in August, 1856, | loss. beds and bedding,  The bil for thoph?fg} peristaltic action to
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The Seattle Chamber of Commerce
Fearful of Probable Boundary
Commission Results.

A Long Report Setting Up a Claim
to an Immense Strip of the
Territory.

At the regular monthly meeting of the
Seattle Chamber of Commerce on Monday
evening the Alaska boundary proposition was
almost the sole toplc of discussion. The
speakers of the evening included General J.
B. Metcalfe, who, as chairman of the com-
mittee appointed a month ago to gather
data regarding~the attitude of Canada on
this matter, read a lengthy report which,
after reciting the impossible description of
the boundary in the treaty of 1825 between
Ruesia and Great Britain goes on to say :—

(2) Contrary to the original supposition,
we agoertain no defined mountain range
parallels this coast, but that there existe,
instead, merely a vast jumble of peaks and
spurs,

(3) That, consequently, the line of de-
markation, as set forth above, was, in the
absence of this parallel range, interpreted
to mean that particular line specified in the
treaty of 1825 as being drawn from the 56th
degree of north latitude to the point of in-
terseotion of the 141sb degree of west longi-
teds ‘“parallel to the windings of the
coast,” which, in other words, may mean
;‘.ptnllolto tide water as nearly as may

” %

(4) Thet this line, so drawn,  has been
recognized by the civilized world, from 1825
to about 1884, and that it appears to have
been guized by the Canadian govern-
ment, on the official maps of that govern.
ment, as late as the date last mentioned.

(5) That this live was recognized at the
time Alaska was purchased from Russia
the Unived States, in 1867, and tbat the
above given definition, as determined by the
treaty of 1825, was incorporated, verbatim,
in the contraoy for said purchase.

(6) That United States troops were sta-
tioned at Fort Tongass, at the mouth of
¢ Portland canal.” soon after the purchase
of Alaska in 1867 to about 1887, and cus-

whatsoever from the Canadian government,
or any. other powers of the world.

(7) That both the Portland’ channel and
the Behm canal were well, known, and were
noted and recognized on the marine charta
of this coast at the time of the treaty of
1825, and have been since said dates.

(8) That some time after, missiénary Dun-
can, to avoid the - interference, if . mot the
persecutions of his religious superiors, to-

ther with controversy. over the titles to

and which had been settled upon at old
Metlakatla, where his mission was located,
withdrew from his station at' Port Simpson,
B C., where he had gathered a large native
following, and located upon Annette island,
lying at the mouth of Behm canal, immedi:
ately east of Prince of Wales island.

(9) That subsequently the use of this
island at the discretion of the interior de-
partment of the United States was granted
to the Rev. Mr. Duancan, exoclusively, by a
formal act of the United States congress.

(10) That shortly before the time the
Canadian government appears to. have
awakened. from its- sleep of sixty years,
aroused no' doubt by the fact that a large
number. of natives were transferred from
Canadisn soil by Mr. Danoan’s withdrawal,
and recognizing ‘more fully the advantages
to be gained from apossession of the best
harbors of that coast, altered the inter-
national boundary on their maps 8o as'to in-
clude these harbors &nd to againfolude:
Mr. Duncan’s colony ; that. to a0 do they
indicabted that line as propeeding direc
north from Cape Chacon, through the west
arm of Behm ' canal, and eastward to an in-

them, however, the charge was withdrawn | tersection with the 56th degree of north | miners

Iatitude, is now

treaty of 1825, ¢ orif
80,” that Behm canal was the inlet intended,
and, farthermore, denying the - right of the
United States to proceed eastward from
Cape Chacon to the mouth of the Portland
channel, under the terms of maid treaty of
1825. while ignoring, at' the same time, the'
fact that -their own line proceeds in that
direction to a nearly equal distance before in-
it::;ecg:g the stated 56th degree of mgrth

bu

+ (11) That from this latter point of inter-
section the Canadian vernment, fully
alive to the lack iof facilities for reaching
and controlling the vast resources and

trary west ‘of these'
waters, following the text of the said treary
of 1825 in no well-understood ‘particular,
bab cutting off the heads of all the largest
and best inlets in a manner caloulated to
give to British.Columbia the most valaable,
and, i fact, the only distributing pointe
from which the interior can ab present be
reached from this coast, and therehy well
calculated to greatly injure American ‘com-
merce with Alaska,

(12) ‘That the American territory they
would thus add to British Columbia is rep-
resented by a strip about 600 miles in
length and varying with - the | windings of
the coast in breadth, including many valu-
able islands. o

(13} That under article 1 of the conven-
tion of July 22, 1892, between Great Britain
and the United States a commission was or-
ganized for the express purpose of *“provid-

Therefore, your eommittes would now
unanimouely and warmly recommend and
urge yonr honorable body to organjze a per-
manent committee on Alaaks, whose duty it
shall be to disseminate such ioformation as
will awaken the pepple of the United States
to a full sende of the importance to them of
maintaining the absolute integrity of these
poesessions as they now stand. .

The report of the committee was accepted
and the secrstary was instructed to mail
copies of it to the commercial bodies of the
several cities of the Pacific Coast and en-
deavor to get them to take similar action in
the matter,

 SIMILKAMEEN PLATINUM MINES.

This Valuable Metal Found in Rare Abund-
ance and Superior Quality.

(From the Midway Advanoe.)

The gauge of a conntry’s mineral wealth
is generally measured by her production of
the two precious metals—gold and silver.
Not alone in the output of these two must

British Columbia be considered, as others
equally valuable, although not so extensive,
are to be found within her territory. Among
thess other metals platinum holds perhaps
firs place, and British Columbia for her pro-
duction of the same has only one superior
rival, viz., Russia, where it is derived from
the placers on.the east slope of the Ural
mountains. ) )

Prior to the discovery of the metal in this
province Russia had no formidable compe-
titor; and therefore ruled, or rather dictated

to be paid for the same in the

d’s market. But of so great economic

i oe was ite discovery here that it
the effect of mob only disturbing the
base of supply, bub also_of reducing the
metal’s intrinsic value. In the past two or
three years there has, however, been an up-
ward tendency in the range of value, owing

by | to varions reasons, the first of which may be

considered the demand for the metal, which
‘constantly exceeds the meagre supply, and
also the fact that although it is known to
exist in great abundance on the Similka-
meen, yeb the companies owning 'the placer
grounda have not in the past been working
the same to any great extent, and, in fact,
are only now about %o assume active opera-
tions. With this end in view the Tulameen

capital stock to 500,000 shares.

This company has expended a large sum of
money on their property, but owing to the
faot that it is a close eorporation, none of the
stock has ever been placed upon the market.
Among those compoling the company may
be. found the names of many prominent
British Columbians and Eastern men, nota-
bly H. Abbott of the C.P.R., A. Hosmer,
ii:l‘h‘idh;}w lt;lmola. J'.] Vzihon, A.,Ecw:n. E.

on, B. Douglas, J. Armstrong, Captain
R. ‘G. latlow, D, Lockerby and. others.
Benjamin Douglas, of New Westminster, is
president of the company. . Active opera-
tlons will be carried on this summer, and
work will be prosecuted under a
management. . The water which will be
utilized will be vaken out of creek,
for the conveyance of which to the placer
rounds a large and long flame and ditch will
necessary.

Many interesting facts are related re the
discovery of platinum .on the Similkameen,
some of w would show that at first the
miners who were working the placers there
considered it to be nothing more than white
iron, and of ‘no: value. fact, it was by
them looked upon as a nuisance, interfering,
as it did, with the operation of washing for
gold, as by ite l'pool&".
ed in. the sluice boxes, and being:
j’nxmﬂu;m the -gold, in-
of G 2. to 1—2 oz of . p
to ‘1 of :gold—it will:

THRE g <l
understood ~what a tronble it was

to separate the two, and especially were the
eved, who after rating the
pesky stuff, as they oalled it, the -same had
b0 be thrown away, and thrown'away it was,

time: as its true: value became:

known. ' One of the peculiarities of this
mepal is, that it - is never ‘found in yin
quantities excepb in placer Ng
ledges containing it ever ha been dis- :
Govered, ‘other thani.the small ‘quantity
found ‘and not worth extracting in ‘the
nickel ores at Sudbury. ' Prof. Dawson in
giving his opinlon as to its
Similkameen, oconsiders the Diarite ‘belt

which -crossea the river just helow..the . ‘

mouth of Eagle Creek, and has been cut
through by ity to ba the matrix of the plati-
num ; and the appearancs -of ‘the metal
would tend to prove: this theory, as it is
always of a very rough nature, showing
that disintegration has taken place.close at

Assays show {6 to contain:85 per - cent.
pure platinum and 5 per cent. iridiam. .
Other. geologists, such as Vau Cotta and
Prof, W. P. Blake contend that ths mother

rook of platinum is serpentine. The most

‘promising location, therefore, in which to
search for this metal ‘would be where the
allavial deposits have been formed from the
debris of -the serpentinous rocks; and as
the formation is not -altogether unknown in
many parts of British Columbis, it is quite
?ouib that this metal may some day be
ound in paying quantities in other parts of
m

ing for  the ~delimitation of the  existing|

boundary ‘between ‘the United States and

Her Majesty’s possessions in North Amerios,

in respeat to such portions of said
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