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PAYING THE PIPER.
The British taxpayer {s certainly having his share
termed

euphemistically
in connection with the late war.
he has already furnished,

somewhat

dollars, to the
£330,000,-
£120,-
£16,000,000 for the fulfil-
ar veterans.

during the war the
s share of the war
In addition to giving his sons
war servic;e without a murmaur, and
rationing of necessities of food down
, he, whether rich or poor, put his
in his pockets when the Chancellor
announced that millions of pounds
h week to keep the British
form on

and a half billion

Of this tremendous total,

and the army in fighting

has always been 2a big
British taxpayer's share
a to rule the waves has
agnitude than what is generally real-

ized. When it is remembered that the cost of one good

battleship runs in

neighborhood of a thousand of a crew
will be readily anderstood that
But it W

pensive things.
Eritain free from
fleet that protecte
her population to

zde; it was the fleet

lions of troops to
the fleet whi
ing fip
Canadian ports,
America generally

this, and foots the item
But, nevertheless,
that a time will arise when the te

ermaments will b
Pritain W

of the United St

nations wiho participate

now suffering its

every govemment would rece

on with their disa
becoming more

and let the future
moment.

THE CASE OF TH
events give color to the view that the

Succeeding

Agrarian or farmer
It is being
strength and volumse,

ripple.
current of
general tendency.
habit the man of

vidualist. But when
scalesce, he s less C

the St. Lawrence and play
and along the

ere consulted One

and more
pe achieved in the matter of bu
maintaining fewer armed me
nations concerned must conce

to millions, and that it takes in the
to man her, it
big mavies are ex-
ag the fleet that kept Great
invasion during the war; it was the
d her mercantile marine and enabled
be fed during the submarine block-
which made it possible for mil-

be transported in safety, and it was

ch prevented the enemy’s ships from sail-

ing the mischief with
Atlantic seaboard of

. So the British taxpayer knows all

bravely.

as in past years, he 1s hopeful
rrible burden of huge
ed. If the people of Greal
this matter, and the people
ates and of Japan, and of all the
4 in the Great War, and are
there is mo doubt that
ive a mandate to g0
rmament scheme at full speed. It is
evident that if success is to

e lighten

aftermath,

n, statesmen of all the
ntrate on this issue,
take care of other questions of lesser

E FARMER.

movement is more than & eurface

interpreted now @as a distinctive
put Liberal in its

By reason of his situation and
the farm is most strongly an indi-
his convictions once assemble and
hangeable than others. Fellow-

feeling is promoted by community of* interests, but

the movement 18 far from bein|
as commonly understood.

deeper. When the

g “class consciousness,”
Its significance is really
“National Policy” was projected for

Canada the introductory resolution adroitly concili-

ated the

town industrialism,

“agricultural interests.”

While. it promoted
Protection diverted population from

the eountry and created conditions un{avorable to the

development of rural
accelerated the movement.
mostly filtered into the

Ufe. The educational system
Modern immigration has
citles and larger towns.

Large sums @&re now spent in agricultural educa-

tion. Splendid experimental farms

are in opera-

tion, and various agencies which have greatly helped in

resisting the

and in improving

cultural methods,
rural population
for the youth of

patural enemies of plants and animals,

varieties of grain, live stock and
put all to littie purpose in restoring
or improving the economic outlook
the farm in particular. As the

country grows older and cheap land disappears, farm-

ing wil!

skill, and always considerable physical labor,
comparatively long hours.

greater general in

inevitably require more capital, more technical

with
No occupation demands

telligence. The returns should there-

fore be wmmengur&te and very much greater.
During the enlightening years of the past, people

on the land have

come to regard the general outcome

cf.legislation as inequitable, and the jolt of war-time let

loose
special

reaps the benefit

ghat want & big

come to maturity

o

ul new -currents.
end contributory grievances, such as under-
grading end regrading, 80 ,that some

There have been also

intermediary
ot products of good quality. The

glirts of individual farmers may not always be clear,
tut men of undoubted integrity suffer from incorrect
weighing & of milk and other products by concerns

margin when they come to “weigh

U Another-@sagventage under which farmers labor
umtoomy.oduﬂmmtmu and roots

with a rush at one season, and they

~

ilding fewer ships and ‘

Tule, the distribution of products between the ta.rm‘
and haphazard. =
Profits that should legitimagely go to the producer
“from which
the consumer suffers like the man on the land. Last
year Southern States growers got 7.5 cents for a melon;

and the copsumer is unsclentific
are eaten up in transport and rehandling,
the railways, 12 cents for hauling it to one of th
cities, where it cost the consumer a dollar—nearly 8

cents eaten up in marketing and risks!

tar more important crops thah melons.

ards will be

not regulate his output and prices like a
try.

tunity compared Wwith other enterprises.

| charge against farm products,
Primarily, then, such facilities

|

| footing Wwith other industries. Thig is in the interest

also of the towns and cities, which depend upon the
‘country for their food and also for their renewals of

ivitality and blood.

|
| and adequate returns financially to

ing is more certain, and history

| else in the state. He may seem to be over-cau

| times,
| stands a situation.

Writing to the Atlanti

| chairman of the late American War

| end

for their sanity, their patience and their balance i
| endeavoring to deal with their problems, not in

That is typical
of cases that might be cited nearer home in regard to

What is needed is more co-operation, with adequate
storage, financial and transport facilities, so,that haz-
reduced to a minimum and products mar-
keted when wanted and in good quality. Very largely
the farmer is at the mercy of the weather, and can-
town indus-
In equity he might reasonably expect special con-
sideration, but what he asks for is fair play and oppor-
Railways,
municipal housing projects, shipping and many indus-
tries are directly and indirectly in receipt of govern-
{ mental encouragement, which ultimately becomes a
jncreasing their cost.
and such information,
in respect to marketing and distribution of products,
are required as will put the farmer on a fairly even

If farming is not in a position to afford contentment !
| those engaged in it
| the occupation will languish, and all will suffer. Noth-'
verifies the statement. i
| What injures the farmer will finally hurt everybody
tious at

but he is mnot unreasonable when he under-

¢ Monthly, Mr. B. M. Baruch, l
Industries Board, | neared the old Emery place, the last| C 1
an authority on co-operative buying, states that 100“1’1@ of nesting birds
his contact with farmers has filled him with respect

n | tumble-down

DALY SHORT STORY].

|} (copyrighted by Public Ledger Ser-
e’ vice and The London Advertiser.)
0

«“Oh, mamma, it will be dark coming

ingly.

“But there is no one else to go, dear,”
Mrs. Haynes said, “and Willie must
have the medicine. Come, make haste,
daughter. Mother can't spare Yyou
long."”

The Hayneses had been but a few
weeks in- their country home, and to
little Joan, coming from the lighted
city streets, the darkness and
strange noises of the nights were ter-
rible.

“Come, daughter,” Mrs. Haynes said,

VOICE THAT CALLED ‘

home, and the river road is horrid—all |

those nolses, and it's so long!” Joan‘
Haynes looked at her mother beseech-k

the |
' director of the Tropical

the snake. He turned pale and leaned
against a tree when I told him what
he had done.

“I had no cord and was a long way
from home, so 1 cut a light reed and
with a slight blow on the neck dis-
abled the snake so that he was quite
harmless. It is astonishing how slight
a tap will disarrange that wonderful
chain of vertebrae which forms almost
the entire skeleton, I realized then why
it is that for all their deadliness these
serpents recognize discretion as their
best policy in their meeting with Erea-
tures of large size.”

The Guiana station of fhe zoo is of
great importance, and bioclogists and
scientific investigators from British col-
leges and universities, as well as from
those of America, make valuable studies
there, and it already has an interna-
tional reputation.”

DIVINE SARAH OPENS

JUNGLE HUNTERS |
MOST DEADLY FOE

A Thrilling Encounter With a
Bushmaster in a South
American Forest.

PRS-

WM. BEEBE’S NARRATIVE |

Strategy Necessary to Cap-
ture Venomous Snake Eight
and a Half Feet Long.

July 24.—William Beebe,
Zoological sta-
tion. which the New York Zoological So-
ciety maintains in British Guiana, andl

New York,

as Joan still lingered. “You must go;
mamma has no one else to send; papa
cannot get home tonight. You'll forget
all about the dark road when you get
home and sit here in the firelight again.
Kiss baby and run along after little
Will’s medicine. Poor Will, goor little
s Wwill,” she sald, under her breath.
the sunny spring afternoon, the river
rippling along beside banks blue with
violets, and the bushes on the meadow
side beautiful in their spring finery. The
long mile through the village was full of
so many interesting things, new to the
city child, that Joan came to the doc-
tor's house in quite good spirits.

But the doctor was out, and when
at last Joan left the office the soft dusk
had fallen and lights were twinkling
in the windows.

“1 wish folks would put lights in the
| front windows and not in two little bits
of ones, way back, where they don’'t show
in the road,’” Joan whispered as_she

| house before she began that dreaded
half-mile. .

She stopped, leaning against the
old fence. Some wild crea-
a | ture stirred in the bushes, and too ter-
rified to stand Joan dropped in the wet

»

narrow class way, nor as monopolists, but as honest grass and clapped her hands over her

men, bent on bettering the common weal. “We ca
and must meet such men and suc!
{ he says. “Their business is our

business.”

| analysis is a people’s movement.
|

TIME AND THE TOWER.

1

l Few people now think of the Eiffel Tower in Paris,
hut at the time of its erection it was considered a sort
of a modern world’s wonder and a triumph of engineer-
Its graceful lines have been admired by millions
over the world have been

ing.
{

1 of people and tourists from all
| enraptured by the view commanded from its summi

is 15,000,000 pounds.

S

! more than 15,000 separate pieces, and it is held to-

gether by no fewer than 2,500,000 rivets.

Liffel, its engineer.

ethereal height, discovered the elixir of life.

flection that “its only enemy is rust.”

|
i There is more in this last phrase than one is apt at
| Thieves may not “break through and |

first to realize.

coats of paint and preservatives of various kinds, rust |
This 1s apparently the ome time and Joan is Jeaning in the cool

will assuredly “corrupt.”
circumstance that disturbs the placid mind of

|

i a- the second battle of the Marne—but despite repeated | mother had followed the youngest to
|

i

| eran tower

] the same durable materials as the colossal

network of steel and its skilful comstruction it is

mere
‘. which rears itself as proudly today as it

to conquer the world or Caesar’s eagles flew.
“Itg only enemy is rust,”

in the same breath as that in which bhe expresses b

| and to those of flesh and blood, and its ravages are
| to stem. In ‘
| slow, but, despite all the nostrums

form the main structures of

"too early to judge what time may bring forth.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Although the railwaymen are receiving small checks

they are going on as usual.

from St. Thomas to look after things.

indifference.

a cause half-way.
business—the nation’
And that is just as true of Canada as of
the United States. The Agrarian movement in the last

The cost of this fine structure of steel was the compari-
tively small sum of 8,000,000 francs and its total weight
It is estimated that it consists of

On the highest platform of the tower there lives M.
In his little apartment at this lofty
elevation he looks down on the busy life of Paris like
one of the gods of Otympus, and declares to visitors |
that he has, in breathing the pure atmosphere at this
His pres- |
ent age goes a long way to prove this, for he is 89, and
feels confident that he will live for many years more.
He has equal confidence in the durability of the great
work conceived in his brain, which he asserts will “last
for ever,” but he qualifies this statement with the re-

steal,” the Eiffel Tower—Marshal Foch took care of this |

the vet- ! dusk against t
builder. He knows that it is not built of |
creation of |
! stone and vitrified clay that stood for untold ages ou |
“Shinar’s plain.” He realizes that with all its intricate

cobweb compared to the great pyramid of Cheops
did thousands

| of years ago, long before Alexander of Macedon set out
says the old man almost

lief that he himself will yet live for ‘many years. But |
rust is a formidable enemy both to structures of steel \
hard |
both cases the progress of disintegration is !
that can be applied,
it 4s sure, and, apart from the human element, it is an
extremely difficult thing to foretell how long such mas-
terpleces of construction as not only the Eiffel Tower, |
but such great engineering works as the Forth Bridge,
the Quebec Bridge, and the titanic steel cages which |
the skyscrapers of New |
vork will stand. Time is the only test,.and it is yeti

Anything approaching frivolity at Port Stanley will
now cease in view of the fact that a Goodman has come

The German Government hag decreed that bath- I
tubs and coffins are luxuries, and they wiil accordingly
be taxed. Herr Hobo has received the intelligence with )

A captain of the Brantford fire department was rob-

n | ears.
” “I can’t, 1 can’t. I shall die, I never
can,” she moaned, crouching there, for-
8 l getful of .everything but her terror of
{the lonely river road which stretched
[between her and home.
The package of medicine slipped
from her lap, and as she stooped to re-
!cover it, clear and plaintive ¢n the
lspr'mg wind came the call of the night
| bird, “Whipporwill, “Whipporwill,” he
| called, over and over again.

Startled, Joan lifted her head and
listened. Then, as the call came
again, she sprang up. “Oh, poor Will,

poor little will! I must hurry,” and
tlutching the package she ran gasping,
stumbling, ran until turning the corner
she stopped, breathing hard before the
lighted window. Her mother sat in her
low rocker before the open fire with lit-
tle Will in her lap, and Hall in his little
chair beside her, waiting till ‘“‘Danie”
should come to put him to bed.

She opened the door and ran through
the entry, and standing in the doorway,
| laughed and laughed, a clear ringing
| cnildish laugh. Joan had a pretty laugh,
| “the only pretty thing about her, except
| her hair and feet,” her brother said.
| “Why, Joan!” her astonished mother
1, cried.
| “Oh, mamma, I can laugh just as hard
| as ever! I thought I never could again,
{ down there by Emery's fence.”

k Mofher always uqders:ood, “Perhaps
|you wouldn’t have laughed happily again
Iif you had been a coward when Yyou
|
|

A

| knew mamma needed you. Come now,
dear, put Hall to bed, then hold baby
while mamma gets supper.”’

Fifteen years fly swiftly, when one is
and they had been very happy
in ghe house

| happy,
years for the little girl
on the river road, very heappy until the
| last. That last year the father and
the other boys were in Af-
and spring

California,
rica; and again it is evening

he fence of the old Emery

house. “I can't,” she said. “I can’t, go
on with it. I can never bear it.”
Tonight it was not the lonely road

with its mysterious noises and shroud-
ing darkness whose terror bound her.
None of these things, but the flushed,
| disheveled man whom she had locked
lin the pretty sitting-room she had
1;_)mnnmi with such high hopes.
|
|

a

“] can never bear it, all the rest of |

! my life with a drunkard, she muttered.
“I'm too young, 'll take baby and go
away.”

A whir of wings in the tree beyond
the fence, and clear and lonely the
whippoorwill's cry rang out. It doesn’t
take a second for the mind to jraverse
years or miles, and back across the
ears a frightened child heard that
same plaintive cry and ran stumbling
and breathless into the sweet home
firelight. Again she heard her mother’s
| voice, ‘‘Perhaps Yyou wouldn’t have
|laughed happily again if you had been
ia coward when Yyou, kngw mamma
eeded you.”

Again she took up the package of
medicine and went home along the river
road, went home to win the victory
for herself and the boy’s young father.

One warm evening the baby, now a
“big boy,” sat playing on the plazza.
«listen, papa,” he said, ‘‘Mamma’s
laughing. It sounds pretty, doesn’t
£
| His father dropped the paper and sat
| listening until the sound of laughter
l from the house died away.

{ “Your mother has the prettiest
laugh in the world, son,”” he said, and
resumed his reading.

| POETRY

e |

! n

LULLABY .
[Harper's Magazine.]
If, my dear, you seek to slumber,
Count of stars an infinite number;
If you still continue wakeful,
'Count the drops that make a lakeful;

| bed of ‘his money and his watch while bathing. Time {Then, if vigilance yet above you

|
{

returned the watch.

| of ammunition at Etaples.

owing to en abundance of brandy.

ance is not popular.

take the Meighen administration as a risk these days.

right themselves in the “distressful country.”

chimera

was apparently no object with the thief, however, for he

A war heroine in the shape of a Boston nurse fainted
owing to a caterpillar dropping down the neck of her
blouse. Apparently the Germans used the wrong kind

Brandy is much in evidence in the Alps just now
owing to an abundance of snakes. Not so very long
ago snakes were much in evidence in this country

News comes from Ottawa that Government insur-
Similar news comes from all
over the country. No company can be found willing to

If it is true that the demand for an irish republic
has been dropped there is good hope that things will
- This
been Ireland’s nigh{ma; many
bave 1o control oves the time of marketing. L..&im\ ] : -

Hover, count the times I love you;
And if slumber still rebel you,
Count the times I do not tell you.

THE PINE TREE.
[Virginia Watson.]

Strong in the strength of those that
cast aside
All things outworn about the branches
bare
1t lifts a plume of green—its buoyant
wear, *
Antennae slim, the myriad needles
bide 5

The aether’s stir till an ele&ric tide
Sweeps toward it the great secret of
the air,
And then, the tidings with the earth
to share,
The pine sends out its fragrant message
wide.

Down to the russet ground on which I
lie
The message is relayed—strength is
not lost; L]
Though axe may fell the tree, the
storm-bent mast
Shall still withstand the sea-born
angry blast 2
As when its sap withstood the for-
est's frost— !
4 What gallantly andy-r-o ~ao —ovac A

v

It wasn’t so bad, that river road, in |

who has recently returned with a mar-}
vellous collection of things zoologicali .

which he and his assistants brought to-| Sends Appeal to

gether, has wonderful tales to tell of}
the climate and conditions at the sta-
There is nothing like life in the

America and
May Give Matinees Here
to Raise Money.

tion. f
tropics, Mr. Beebe tells inquirers en-|

thusiastically, and he squelches thel
i

timid who suggest that venlomous ser-|
pents must keep dwellers there in a;
state of perpetual fear. 1FARM HELP GIVEN OU
“Not a bit of it,”’ says Mr. Beebe.|
“You'll see more snakes on the Pali- |
sadgs than you will see down at our:Anne Morgan‘s Relief Com-
station., Why, I didn't see but ten| 4 " : = i
in eight months.” mittee Distributes Prizes 1n

However, there is a story that Mr.
Beebe has told about the capture of a War-Torn Cantons.

bushmaster at'the station which is due
to give the hearer some thrills. The}
pushmaster is a venomous snake ef the| Paris, July 24.—Philanthropists since
Amazonian regions, which is kin tg the! th e g 5
fer de lance and is the one creature of | e wzfr ave worlxeld nearly every cin-
the region which will make the native | ceivable field, but it nas remained for
Indians tremble. Mr. Beebe once cap arah Bernhardt to take the initiative
tured one of the creatures, eight feet|in an appeal for what is to develop into
| the most extensive organizition of 13

long, for the zoo.

‘““We were on our wa;; ‘t% Eeplacg }a‘ikind, “Reconnaissance aux meres Fran-

3 whic eremiah, | caises.” The war victims a ions
our Akawai lndian hunter, had. con-|orph ol i of il tal
triy” o - ardérs Prongkt nto camp,,;‘orp ans, “)d_ovsz. and refugees, all have
he says in telling the story. ‘“Thg suniregei_ved assistance irom 'J:(_r _charlta‘)ie
was sinking. Jeremiah was ahead public, but so far, the wvivine Sarah
leading the way when Wwe heard his|8aYs, no one has thought ~i helping the
voice call pant}xlgly | poor mothers who have 'os” a son who
: “'Huge labaria, yards long. Big as' might have kept the famu/ from pov-
eg!” | erty.
| s
““The call to arms in a sleeping camp | Open
s Acco g
creates somewhat the commotion that| g = e nt 1o NcwHYork 3
the news of the bushmaster aroused | bie has Just sent & persmlgl let(s.?
with us for he is really what his nameito thousands of Amerlcans asl;lr?g aise
implies, What the elephant is to the|DnelP, and has opened a receiving ac-
Afriean jungles this serpent is to the | count in her name witn the Guaranty
Guiana wilderness. He fears nothing, | Trust Company of New York
save one thing, hunting ants, bet’orel Not only is the letter siga=d by Sarahn
;‘hhmx]‘l zill ts> world flees, and this was Bernhardt, but it bears Carpentier’s
se:sonht bushmaster of the rainy|tribute to the heroism cf French
* i $est s

“Already the light was failing and }r:ot'hersfanddth’e z%rlln'l.so ‘On,m?t, n\e?er

we left Jeremiah to guard the serpent aving feared anything thz only thing

while we hurried for gun, snake pole‘wmh deeply touched me 1u the
and canvas bag, As we arrived at the great war was to find my mother, whom
‘Iop ofv a slope on our return we heard | I often thought I woull never
|a veritable Red Indian yell and saw  see again.”

!:‘é’(;ut“‘kawai hunter dancing excitedly, Immediate donations are to be made
Lngetrtan = | to needy mothers in the Rleims distriet;
i Snake, he move,” he called. | after which those of Ver Lens ond

“As we came up he tremblingly led me
along a fallen tree and pointed to a
quantity of dead leaves. I well know
the color and pattern of a2 bushmaster.
‘I have_had them brought to me dead; I
| have killed them myself, and I had seen

| other sections of the devastated district
| will be carf;d for. The relief will take

a practical character, the charter pro-
| viging for the granting of dowries to
| marriageable daughters or 10r sums for

helping sons to set up small farms, but
always on the condition thatr a guaran-
tee be given that the mother will be
taken along and cared for in her oid
age. %

1t is also intended to maks the glfts
in the name of the fallen scrs, the same
as was done by a Belgian countess last
Christmas, when her gifts to the women
on hen; estate all bore cards 1nscri?ed
“From Paul,” or whatever the missing
boy’s name was. Mme. Bernhardt ex-
pects to visit America herself before
next spring and will probably give 3
series of matinees to aid the fund.

Miss Morgan’s Rellef Work.

Fifty farmers in cantons which are o2
ing aided by Miss Anne Morgan's relief
committee are today owners of agricul-
tural machinery which will enabla
them to regain pre-war prosperity as a
result of a contest which has bz2en car-
ried on during the past year under the
inspiration of Miss Morgan and Mrs. A.

Murray. Dike, !andria, unless promised that the
The prize-winners were selected from | Will be Bri h-shipped. Am n
more than 150 entries in two agricul- | porters of Egyptian cotton are theve-
tural competitions, and revealed many i fore obliged to ship their goods to Liv-
striking incidents of perseverance un- | erpool and there trans-ship them to the
der difficulties. The first prize was won United States
by Albert De Lan and his wife, peasants i conference

of Allemant, on the Aisne. -Although | tariffs.

their flelds were considered. useless by Board quoted a tar
the Government they returned to the | Shillings (normally §1.20) K
farm, lived in a dugout for two winters, | direct shipment to the Unite
and with only the rudest implemen but did not get the busir

] A "

‘at Alexandria. The association pled
| itself to shaip no cotton except in B
| bottoms, and not to sell f. o. ©

Alex-

goous

annually fixed
The United

ing

succeeded in getting almost 110:':1131:‘,:““0 American shipping

crops this year. De Lan is 68, hix wife i extraordinary efforts to be rec

ten years younger. Elhe conference, or to receive
Cash prizes, amounting to 4,000 | lege of dealing directly with

pers, but failed. Amerl
andria have continued ti
pointing out the serious T

francs were also distributed to farm |
hands, the first prize going to an aged
couple who had served for 40 ycars n

the same farm, and after the war merchant marine in  the
worked a year without wages because Mediterranean if deprived of 1
‘their mistress was unable to pay them. cargoes.

The committee has organized 32 agri- | Now it appears that the
| cultural syndicates in the Aisne ms-;neaviug success. Vice-Pr
‘trict, with 40 tractors at their «dis- | tapha Maher Pasha of t
{ posal, and it is reported that rmore | General Agricultural Sy

eppealed to the Ezypt
to cancel those <o
Alexandria shippe

than 25,000 acres ravaged by war are |
now under cultivation. |

lines, which, he

under duress. This

Egyptian Government should g
tee the right of any ship

per to
s-in A

i United States-bound car:
TU u s SHlpp!NGlCAn bottoms without T
from Alexandria busines

1 i1 the services of British
i alleged, would now happer
Esure from the conference.

British Supremacy Weakens; -1t is the auty of the T

3 v Iernment," says Mustapha

Return Cargoes for Ameri- |t protect the nation agai
can Boats Seem Assured.

ful consequences of a d
American Government

LONDON, July 24—Dispatches from|

Cairo indicate that the long contro-

S
g

o

the application of the Jones?
entrance into American pvorts of
tian cotton. Such a poli i
versy over the right of American ves- considerably to harm the
cels to carry cargoes of Egyptian cot- tivator, because it will hand
ton to the United States is being entirely to the mercies of Br
settled favorably to the American in- | pers. It is to obviate ‘this
terests. A former cable ‘from Cairo authorizing American com
explained how American ships were in | carry Egyptian cotton 1o
danger of being driven from the Egyp-&pons. The American Shipp
tian littoral Dbecause the combination | has agreed that cotton d
between British shipping interests and | England shall be transported
Egyptian shippers made it impossible | lish firms.”
for the Americans to secure return| The Morning Post ass
cargoes. crisis is still acute, but s
The .Alexandria Produce Association, | hope is entertzined that
comprising  all the cotton interests, be found before Septembe
signed an annual agreement with the|time being, it seems tha
Liverpool Lines’ Conference, compris- | companies must meet
irg all the British shipping lines calling terms.”’

{them in their cages behind glass; but
now, though I was thinking bushmaster
and looking bushmaster, my eyes insist-|
ed on registering dead leaves. Eager as
I was to begin operations before the
darkness settled down, it was a full
three minutes before I could honestly|
say: This is leaf and this is snake.' |
; The pattern and pigment cf the cun-|
pmgly arranged coils were that of the
jungle floor anywhere—a design of dead
leaves, reddish-yellow, pinkish, dark
‘brown, etched with mold, fungus and de-
| cay and }\'ith all the shadows and high
lights which the heaped-up tissues throw |
| upon one another. In the cenire of this |
;‘d.read plague, this reptilian mirage,
i silent and motionless, rested the head. I
| knew it was triangular and flattened
b'eca.use I had dissected s,ch heads ir;]‘
times past; but now my senses revea!ed{
to me only an irregularity in the con- |
teur, a central focus in this jungle mat |
thftlrnravciinf of which spelled death.

‘It was a big snake, 7 or §
and heavy-bodied—by no mearfze;. lgrlx]g-“‘
man job. We carefully examined the'
screw-eyes on the pole and each of us‘
glooked behind for a possible means of!
sescf}]pe. - i

“Jeremiah was sent to cut fo
sticks, but his enthusiasm at havin;'kig
yvork away was so sincere that he van- |
ished altogether from the scene of the!

| conflict and returned with the sticks
only w}‘nen our shouts annouced the
end of the struggle. An Indian will un-
dergo any physical hardship smilingly

z}nd he will face any creature in Bthc
_.u‘x}{:‘lve—exc(;pt the bushmaster. i

e made our attack b -
ing from three sides, brinséinagp;g:ﬁz-
pole, free noose and gun td bear. The
{ noose on the pole was pushed nearer and
nearer. I had no idea how the creature
would react to it,whether he would
take our approach quietly or, as I have
seen the king cobra in Burma, become
enlx:igedthand attack in turn.

8 e cord touche "
drew back close to somg Y?\izh;ossteen?se'
Avgain it dangled around his Jead and
his tongue played like ligchtning. Now
he sent forth the bushmaster’s “:arning "
a sharp whir-r-r-r and the tip of his tail |
became a blur, the rough scales rasplng' [
:?Vfim;n:)rsttlr;g aga(linst the dead leaves i

i sound not less sh i
sinister than the instrumental arrapttlaigd‘
of his near relatiye, the rattlesnake Ai‘
the ngoseman made a lunge and pulled |
hig cqrd and the great serpent drewl‘
Eﬁ’c‘ifh}ﬂxva'ﬂ?sh and turning, undulated |
oo ay to the darker depths of the‘!

‘.‘T}_\ere was no pante, t
suit in his movements, 1%1?3 f)?:s oet;p;{—i
enged something quite new to hisp e;(:i
pexi'ence and the knowledge of his own
power made it easy for him to gauge
that of an opponent. When his warnlx%
had no effect on this new, disturbi .
thing he decided upon a dlg"niﬂed wi&g.'
drawal. I crept quickly along on orlet
side and with the gun bagrel slightly de-I
flected his course so that he was headed |
toward an open space free from brush
and brush-ropes. Here the nooseman |
awaited him, the noose spread and
swaying a few inches from the leaves
and the snake holding to his course
without sensing his danger, pushed his
head cleanly into the circle of cord.

“There was a sudden snap of the taut
line and pandemonium ensued while we
prayed that the screw eyes in the noose-
man’'s pole would hold, while the rest of |
us tried to disentangle the whirling |
coils and make certain of getting ai
tight grip close behind the head. Even
with the scant inch of neck ahead of}
the noose, the head had such play tha |
I had to pin it down with the gun barrc. |
before we dared seize it. 'When our|
fingers had gained a safe hold and]|
pressed, the great mouth opened wide, |
Showing a gaping expanse of snowy |
white tissue and fangs an inch long,

)

i

Get the great benefit of
this low-cost aid to appe-

%

tite and digestion.

Keeps feeth white,
breath sweet and
throat clear.

Makes vour
smokes faste
better.

= Relieves
hervous-
ness.

standing erect. i
“ The creature ceased to struggle when |
it felt itself conquered, which was for- |
tunate, for in the dim light we stumbled |
more than once as we sidled and backed
through the maze of liana and over
fallen logs. We marched with locked
step so as not to wrench the body
through which now and again a great
shudder would pass, a spasm of mus-
cular force which tested our strength.
It was no easy matter to hold the snake,
for the scales on his back were as rough
and hard as a file, and a sudden twist
fairly took the skin off our hands.

. “When we reached the station we laid
him on the ground without stretching,
and he measured a good eight feet and a
half. Then, with no relaxing of care,
we slid him into the wired box which
would be his home until he was liberated
into roomier quarters of the reptile
house at the Zoological Park.

“Unless actually -stepped upon the
bushmaster will not strike at a passing
man or animal. The next one I came
across proved this. Hope, one of my
convict trail-cutters, was walking ahead
when something impelled me to look
down. There at my feet was the deadly
spiral, Hope had stepped directly over

it. He had even flicked a leaf with

Prnt mawtle mopo-




