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am much mistaken.”
He had risen from
standing bftween the parted
gazing down into the dull,
tinted London street, Looking ovel
shoulder, T saw that on the pavement
opposite there stood a2 large woman
with a heavy fur boa round her neck,
and a large curling red feather
broad-brimmed hat which was tilted
in a ecoquettish Duchess-of-Devonshire
fashion over her ear. From under
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e while her body oscillated backward and
forward, and her fingers fidgetted with
her glove buttons, Suddenly, with a
plunge, as of the swimmer who ieaves
the bank, she hurried across the
2nd we heard the sharp clang of
bell, >
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blinds, | would do as much for me. I'm not rich
neutral- | but still I have a hundred a year
his{my own
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great panoply she peeped up in a nerv-|

throwing his cigarette in-
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behind |
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and ;

“put
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tof you from Mrs. Etherege, whose hus
i band you found so easy when the poli
fand every one had given him up for
¢ead. Oh, Mr. Holmes, I wish you

mn
right, besides the little that
!I make by the machine, and 1
{give it all to know what has become
10of Mr. Hosmer Angel.”

“Why did you come away to consult
ime in such a hurry?” asked Sherlocl
[Holmes, with his finger-tips together,
ind his eyes to the ceiling,

Again a startleq look came over the
|somewhat vacuous face of Miss Mary
| Sutherland. “Yes, I did bang out of the
{house,” she said, “for it made
jangry to see the easy way in which
{Mr., Windibank—that my father—
rtook it all. He would not go to the
police, and he would not go to vou,
and so at 1ast, as he would do nothing,
‘and kept on saying that there was no
harm done, it made me mad, and 1

is,

CAUSE I HEARD

YOU F(

OF
YUND

YOU

SO

jjust on with n
jaway to you.”
| “Your father, said
stepfather, surely, since
tdifferent.”

“Yes, my stepfather, I call
ther, though it sounds funny,
is only five vears and two
jolder than myself.”

“And your mother ig alive?”

“On, ves,
wasn't best pleased, Mr. Holmes, when
Ishe married again so scon after fa-
ther's death, and a man who was near-
Iy fifteen Years younger ‘than herself.
Father was a plumber in the Totten-
ham Court road, and he left
business behind him, which mother
tcarried on with Mr. Hardy, the fore-
‘man, but when Mr. Windibank came
made her sell the business, for he

y things and came right
g g

Holmes,
the

“your
name is

him fa-
oo,

e

he

wines.
and interest, which wasn"t
much as father could have
ihad been alive.”

I had expected to see Sherlock Holmes
{impatient under this ramb ing and in-
rconsequential  narrative, but, on the
'w-nn'ar'y, he had listened with
! ttest concentration of attention.
“Your own little income,” he asked,
it come out of the business?”

“Oh, no, sir. It is quite separate, and
was left me by my Uncle Ned in Auck-
land. It is in New Zealand stock, pay-
ing 4% per cent, Two thousand five
hundred pounds was the amount, but 1
can only touch the interest.”

extremely,”

near as
got if he

“does

“You interest me
a sum as a hundred a year, with what
you earn into the bargaln, you no doubt
travel a little, and indulge yourself in
every way. I believe that a single lady
can get on very nicely upon an income
of about £60.”

“T could do with much less than that,
Mr. Holmes, but you understand that
as long I live at home 1 don’t wish
to be a burden to them, and so
have the use of the money just while
[ am staying with them., Of course,
that is only just for the time.
Windibank draws my interest every
quarter and pavs it over to mother,
and T find that 1T can do pretty well
with what 1 earn at typewriting.
brings me twopence a sheet, and T can
offen do from fifteen t ity sheets
in.a day.”

“You have made your position very
cléar to me,” said Holmes. ‘“This is my
i friend, Dr. Watson, before whom vou |

can speak freely as before myself.

as

Kindly tell us now all about vour con- |

nection with Mr, Hosmer Angel.”
A stole over Miss
and she picked nervously at the

of her jacket. “I met him first

at the gasfitters’ hall,”” she sald. “They
used to send father tickets when he
alive, and then afterwards
nembered us, and sent them to
mother. Mr. Windibank did not wish
us 0. He never did wish us to
anywhere, He would get quite mad if T |
wianted so much as to join the Sunday
school treat. But this time I was set on
going, and I would go; for avhat right
had he to prevent? He said the folk !
were not fit for us to know, when all!
father's friends were to be there. And!
he d T bed nothing fit to wear, when
I had my purple plush that T had never |
so much as taken out of the drawer.
A\t last. when nothing else would do, |
he went off to France upon the busi-
nesg of the firm, but we went, mother |
and I, with Mr. Hardy, who used to be |
our foreman, and it was there I mv[i
|

|

flush
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to

Mr. Hosmer Angel.”
! “T suppose,” sald Holmes, “that when |
Mr. Windibank came back from Franco;
he was very annoyed at vour ha\'ing]
' gone to the ball*™

“Oh, well, he was verv
'it. He laughed, I remember.
| 2ed his shoulders, and said
,no use denying anything to a woman, |
‘mr she would have her way.”
; “I see. Then at the gasfitters’ ball
vou met, as I understand, a gentleman
called Mr. Hosmer Angel.”

“Yes, sir. I met him that night, and.
called day to ask if v LC
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and shrug- |
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{got home all safe, and after that we

ol met him—that is to say, Mr. Holmes, 1

after
Mr.
the

met him twice for walks, but
that father came back again, and
| Hosmer Angel could not come to
i house any more ”
i *Na?”
, “Well you know, father didn't Iike
|anything of the sort, He wouldn’t have
{any visitors if he could help it, and he
jused to say that a woman should be
appy in her own family circle, But
ithen, as T used to say to mother, a
{woman wants her own circle to begin
I'with, and I had not got mine yet.,”
“But how about Mr. Hosmer Angel?
! Did he make no atteinpt to see you?”
| ““Well father was going off to France
lagain in a week, and Hosmer wrote
and said that it would be safer and
Ibetter not to see each other until he
(had gone, We could write in the mean-
(time, and he used to write every day. I
| took the letters in  the morning,
{there was no need for father to know.”

{
|
{
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ETHERAGE, WHOSE

L “Were you engaged to the gentleman
,‘;Li this time?”
F° “Oh ves, Mr. Holmes, We were €n-
fgugeti after the first walk that we took.
Hosmer—NMr. Ange!-—was a cashier in
an gflice in Leadenh street—and—"
“What office?”
“That’s the worst of it, Mr. Holmes,
don’t know.”
“Where did he live?”
“He slept on the premises.
““And you don’'t know his address?”
“No—except thai it was Leadenhall
| street.”
“Where
then?” &
“To the Leadenhall street postoffice,
be left till called for. He said that
he were sent to the office he would
€ chaffed by all the other clerks about
aving letters from a lady, so I offered
o typewrite them, like he did his, but
wouldn’t have that, for he said that
when I wrote them they seemed to
come from me, but when they were
typewritten he always felt that the
machine had come between us. That
will show you just how fond he was
{of. me, Mr. Holmes, and the little
{things that he would think of.”
‘ b G most suggestive,” said
{ Holmes, “It has long been an axiom ot
{mine that the little things are infinite-
{ you re-

|
|
|
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was

i{ly the most important. Can
[mcmbm- any other little things about
Mr. Hosmer Angel?”

“He was a very shy man, Mr.
| Holmes. He would rather walk with me
{in the evening than in the daylight,
for he said that he hated to be con-
{Spicuous. Very retiring and gentleman-
ly he was, Even his voice was gentle,
EH«’d had the quinsy and swollen glands
;whun he was young, he told me, and it
thad left him with a weak throat, and
hesitating, whispering fashion of
;S]!L‘.w-(‘h‘ He was always well dressed,
| Very neat and plain, but his eyes were
{weak, just as mine are, and he wore
jtinted glasses against the glare.”

“Well, and what happened when

| a

Mr,
returned
1to France?”

“Mr. Hosmer Angel came to the
house again, and proposed that we
ishould marry before father came back,
He was in dreadful earnest, and made
me swear, with my hands on the Testa-
{ment, that whatever happened I would
“:ll\\‘ay.e be true to him. Mother said
that it was quite right to make me
Swear, and that it was a sign of his
passion. Mother was all in his favor
‘from the first, and was even fonder of
him than I was. Then, when they
talked of marrying within the week, I
began to ask about father: but they
both said never to mind about father,
ibut just to tell him afterwards, and
fmother said she would make it all
right with him. I didn’t quite like that,
Mr. Holmes, It seemed funny that I
should ask his leave, as he was only
a few years older than me: but I didn’t
want ‘to do anyvthing on the sly, so I
Wrote to father . at Bordeaux, where
the company has its French office, but
{ the letter came back to me on the very
{morning of the wedding.
"It missed him then?”
“Yes, sir: for he had started to Eng-

"

i1land just before it arrived.”

“Hat
wedding

unfortunate. Your
then for Fri-

that was
was arranged,

{day. Was it to be in church?”

“Yes, sir, but very quietly. It was to
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be at St. Saviour’s, near King’s Cross,
and we were to have breakfast after-
wards at the St. Pancras Hotel, Hos-
mer came for us in a hansom, but as
there was two of us, he put us both
into it, and stepped himself into a
four-weeler, which happened to b the
only other cab in the street. We got to
the church first, and when the four-
wheeler drove up we waited for hime

Lo step out. but he never did, and when
the cabman got down from the box
;and looked, there was no one there!
{ The cabman said that he could not im-
iagim« what had become of him, for he
(had seen him get in with his own eves.
That was last Friday, Mr. Holmes, and
I never have seen or hearg anything |
since then to throw any light upon|
what bhecame of him." t
"It seems to me that you have been |
shamefully treated,” saig Holmes. !

“Oh, no. sir, He was too good and‘
kind to leave me so. Why, all the morn-
ing he was saying to me that, what-
ever happened 1 was to he true; and
that if even something quite unforeseen
occurred to separate us, I was always
L0 remember that I was pledged to
him, and that he would claim his pledge
sooner or later, It seemed strange talk
for a wedding-morning, but what has
happened since gives a meaning to it.”’

‘:Must certainly it does. Your own
Opinion is, then, that some unforeseen
catastrophe has occurred to him?”

“Yes, sir. I believe that he foresaw
some danger, or else he would not have
talked so. And then I think that what
he foresaw happened.”

“But you have no notion as to what
could have been?”
“None.”

“One more question. How
mother take the matter?”’ |

“She was angry, and saiq ‘that T was!
Niever to speak of the matter again.”

“And your father? Dig you tell him?”

“Yes; and he seemed to think, with
me, that something had happened, and
that T should hear of Hosmer again. |
As he said, what interest could any one !
have in bringing me to the doors of the |
church, and then leaving me? Now, if |
he had borrowed my money, or if he
had married me and got my money !
settled on him, there might be some |
reason; but Hosmer was very inde- |
pendent about money, and never would |
look at a shilling of mine. And vet, |
what could have happened? And why |
could he not write? Oh, it drives me|
half-mad to think of! and I can't sleep |
4 wink at night.” She pulled a little !
handkerchief out of her muff and be. !
g4n to sob heavily into it, !

“I shall glance into the case for
you,” said Holmes, rising, and 1 have |
no doubt that we shall reach some de-
finite result. Let the weight of the mat-
ter rest upon me now, and do not let
vour mind dwell upon it further, Above |
ali, try to let Mr. Hosmer Angel van-
ish from your memory as he has done
from your life

“Then you don't think T'll see him
again?”’

“T fear not.,”

‘Then what has happened to him?"

“You will leave that question in my
hands. T should like an accurate de-
scription of him. and any letters of his
which you can spare.”

“I advertised for him in last Satur-
day’s Chronicle,” said she. ‘“Here is
the slip, and here are four letters from
him,”

“Thank vou. And your address?”

“No. 31 Lyon Place, Camberwell,”

“Mr, Angel's address you never had,
I understand. Where vour father's
| place of business?”” ; i

‘“He travels for Westhouse & Mar-
bank. the great claret importers of
Fenchurch street.”

“Thank you., You have made
statement very clearly, You will
the papers here, and remember
advice which 1 have given you, Let the
whole incident he 2 sealed book, and
dc not allow it to affect your life.”

“You are very kind, Mr. Holmes, bput
[ cannot do that. T shall be true to
Hosmer, He shall find me ready when
he comes back.” ;

it

|
did your |

is
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leave

the

For all the preposterous hat and the
Vacuous face, there was something
noble in the simple faith of our visitor
which compelled our respect. She laid
her little bundle of papers upon ‘the
table, and went her way, with a pro- |
mise to come again whenever she might
be summoned,

Sherlock Holmeg sat silent for a
minutes with his finger-tips still press
ed together, his legs stretched out in
front of him, and his gaze directed up-
ward to the ceiling, Then he took down |
from the rack the old and oily clay
pipe, which was to him as a counselor, |
and, having lit it, he leaned back in
his chair, with the thick blue cloud-
wreaths spinning up from him, and a|
look of infinite languor in his face.

“Quite an interesting study, that
maiden,” he observed, “I found her
more Interesting than her little prob.
tem, which, by the way is rather
trite one. You will find parallel cases,
If you consult my index, in Andover in
'T7. and there was something of the
sort at The Hague last vear. Old as is
the idea, however, there were one orv
two details which were new to me. But
the maiden herself was most instruc-
tive.”

“You appeared to read a good deal
upon her which was quite invisible to

few |
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“Well, she had a slate-colored, broad-
brimmed straw hat, with a feather
a brickish red. Her jacket was black,
with black beads sewn upon it, and a
fringe of little black jet ornaments.
dress was brown, rather darker
coffee-color, with little purple
plush at the neck and sleeves. He:
gloves were grapish, and were worn |
through at the right forefinger. Hex
boots I didn't observe. She had small,

round, hanging geld earrings, and
general air of being fairly
71 ', comfortable,
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