“were, under my protecting Wing
dumz his absence, if my. help
advice ‘should ever be needed. -

J | has also confided to iny care’a sealed

JLord Soﬁler_toii’s Ally. ,

CHAPTER'VL
“I will not hear you say such awful
~things, Now, listen, .I. have some
s l;ther news totell you, papa. Perhaps
Y am Wrong, but I ,think that it is best
for you to knéw. A gentleman came
-here yesterflay evéning with & meg-
smge from Noel Campbell.”
'-"\Io"’ éjaculated the baromet, an:
grﬂy, then he added, contemptuously.
YA begging letter,. 1 supbose" His
fhther was a professional’ mendicant,
nhd the son s doubtless the same I
/=m glad that you had the good sense
!&6 refuse him admittance.”
" #47 think that you wrong him, papa,”
lﬁlsie said. “The gentleman who called
~on his behalf said that it was wholly
yfgr your good.” :
¢ “Mere clap-trap. ‘T refuse’to have
anythinz to.do with Noel Campbell or
;‘.tﬂs friends. I suppose this ‘géntleman”
yypu speak of was a questionable char-
;eiter of some kind—a smooth-tonguned
,ewindler, or a regular tramp!”

: “Oh, no, papa,” Elsie replied flush-
ﬂng hotly. “He is a great ma.n, a gen-
“ms, and my cousin must be a far bet-
;tor man than we have given him credit
m&r to be favored by the t%ndahip of
mm Ernscliffe, the a 3

”And were. you,
'bplieve such nonséped
\John. “I tell you that t
)]s 4 disreputable rascal.
"But Mr. Ernscliﬁe ts’ eqming akain
'h_u't Thursday J
**1 may not be here then,”

Praplied
)cs,retnl to tell the butler to look -well:

mough to
gded i
. sdmipbell

Sir John

packet, which mﬂat not be opened un-
til after his death.”

“He has mentioned this,to me, and
I am glad that you are taking charge
of it, Mr. Vallance. I. hope that it
may never be opéned, ‘I hate these
morbid notions.”

“It is 'énly right,”” the rectorpnvely
‘observed. *I°héve no idea of the'con-
tents, bntmmbo thnt 4t is & oopym of
SIr John's ‘wﬁl"

“He did not add that: he" tw thut
it was a sha.metul contession of some

“In th‘,_ ordiaary way, 14 am under-
taking . the business of the lawycu,

but 3 do Sir John’s eccentricities, You |-

‘have nothing sgainst my taking this
upon myself, Miss Sterne?’

“Oh, no,” Hisie replied, gravely, *I
am glad, very glad.” N

On Tuesday morning Elsie receiveq
a letter that waj ‘-hot altogether a suf-
prise, and it filled her heart with glad-
ness. It ran in"this way:

Dear Miss Sterne:—You will please
excuse :the familiarity of my address,
but in some way I feel that I have
Known you & very:long time. I am
writing to remind you that I shall be
at ‘Elairwood Park on Thursday even-
fng next, according to the arrange-
ment made with you. I trust that Sir
John is sufficiently _“roved in
tealth to grant me an; oe, as his
nephew, Noel Cam terrlbly
anxious that his g tlen be
favorably received.: ¢¥Yours very sin-
cerely,zs s d “ "ﬁ‘ 44 .
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It was a very brief note that she

“Busy! Nonsense! What can 8
child like you know m being bmf
Lord SOmerton-——-

“f detest Lord Somerton! leo do
not mention his hateful name to me!”
cried Wisie, almost angrily. >

Luly Helena laughed hOﬂullY. GM F

.disliked her for her stupidity.

“So matters are like that, eh?” she |
-said, with an arch smile,
quarrels always lead to a definite un-
‘derstanding, my dear.

“These little |

It was just the |,

same in my girlhood days. ‘Ah, Stret- |

ton, it is Stretton! What do you want

| here? Found a rabbit that has died of

asthima, énd imagine that the Park is
full of poachers?”

Stretton glanced doubtfully about
him, and stammered: b

“Yes, ma'am—that s, no, ma-am.”
Stretton, Lady
coldly, "upon
‘ You wiil

“I have sent for
Helena,” Elsie said,
business affecting myself.
kindly leave us alone.”

For a moment Lady Helena Avas
dunifounded. 'She glanced at Miss
Sterne, and realized that the girl had
advanced to womanhood in a few
/short days.

“Certainly, my dear,” she replied, a
little stiffiy; "but I do not think that
it*

“Excuse me, Lady Helena,” was the
haughty interruption, and her lady-
ship flounced away in a white heat of
passion. N

She went in search of Lord Somer-
ton, to air her latest grievance, and
beg of him to-point out to Miss Sterne
the folly of interfering with the out-
door* servants. My lord listened and
shrugged his shoulders.

“A  gamekeeper — Stretton, - oh?
Pghaw! it is some trifling matter not
worthy ¢ attention, Lady Helena,” he

«“And if T am not, T shalt be|Sent to Colin Enrscliffe in reply, but| said, I do not see how We can inter-

fere with the actions of Miss Sterne at

jafter the plate. A burglary is evident- | he come on’ Wednesday it possible, for present. She is young and willful,

_hy being organized”

- CHAPTER VIL

Several days passed, and the one,

]rshe felt that it .was-imperative. that

the preparations’for her father’s voy-
‘.e were. being ‘rapidly pushed for-.
‘ward hy-Markham.

“Dear Mr. Ernscliffe,” she wrote, “1

Some day things may be different.”
He lighted = cigar:and walked away;

avhen he had satisfled Lady Helena, He

feared that he was in view of the lib

!'bﬂght spot in Elsle’s future was the have to thank you on behalf of my rary window.

mpproaching visit of Colin Ernscliffe.
U{a had promiged: to .come to Blair-
Wood again on the following Thursday,
yand she never dotbted for ong moment
Vthaf he would keep his word.

=The time went by in very much the
'uiual way, only that there were a few
'Mbre callers at the Park, for the»news
'hg,d gone around that Sir John was
ym;eparing for a voyage abroad. It

jcgme as a surprise to his friends. who '

had heard reports of the critical state
‘nghis health.

Mr. Vallance, the rector, was clos-
i@éd an hour with Sir John upon one
m&'asinn, and when he feft there were
b\adpnoes of strong agitation on his
kthdly face. :

f{e asked for Misg Sterne, and when

hzm appeared he greeted her with
k-nm'e than his usual kindness.

"‘I wish to see you alone,” he uaid
"fpr a short while.”

Elsie at once led the way to an un-
pcﬁupied room, and Mr. Vallance went
!o business direct.

;‘Your father is making hurried pre-
pa‘:kations to go away,” he said. “It
Jsfdoubtless a sudden freak, and he
bé requested me to take you, gs it

15 Perilsief
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#ather for the trouble you are taking,
ag you assure me that it ls tor his
good -alone. ] you can ma’ke it con-
venient, please come to"Blairwood” on
;Wednesday, one day earlier, or papa
will perhapa be gone, as he meditates
travelmg =

She sent the faithful Annette to the
“post with this, so that it should .not
meet Markham’s watchful eye,

When the maid returned she was
laboring under intense excitement. She
{ had met her sweetheart, Willlam

Stretton, the young keeper, who had

some news of importance. .

“He would not tell me anything,”
she  concluded, “as he wishes to_see
! you in person, madam.”

“Where-is Stretton, Annette?” Elﬂo
demanded.

“I left him in the servants’ hall”

“I will go to the library. Tell the
' foolman to sead him to me there.”

Annette hurried away, and Hisle
went downstairs. What was it that
i Stretton had t6 say? She could not
help feeling a little agitated and ex-
pectant, and floped that there would
be valid BT ds for having Zeba re-

‘moved frotn Her wwtched cottago to

“Stretton!” he muttered. "”1 shall
not forget the name, A gamekeepera—-
an under gamekeeper. T shall mark
my man, when he leaves the house,
and I shall not forfet him. T may be
wrong, but I have to be cautious. I
will not be spied upon.”

He saw a keeper leaving the rear
of the house. It was Stretton, and my
lord took careful note of him.

(To be.continued.)

_.______._.,...._..-4:-

THE WIBE BEGINNEB.
When first I
bought myself a
boat I was &
| cautious gent; T
. took it off to

THE GERMS SEII T0 BE ALWAYS 1

.ABOUT.
(By a PHYSIC!AN)

Small outbreaks of influenza occur |:
nearly every year somewhere or other |
on the earth, but it 1s only at long in- |
tervals that world-wide epidemics oc- |.

cur.

spread from east to west at a rate
which is roughly the speed of travel.

Thus when travel was comparative-

ly slow, the disease took much'longer
to reach us than it does -now, when

means of communication have become :

80 much speedier.

Two General Rouh(.

In its spread from -east to- west
across Europe influenza took ®ne ‘or
other of two general routes. A north-
ern path from Russia crossing Europe
through Germany and 'tending to
travel southwards, or a northern one
from Constantinople threugh south-
ern Europe with a tendency to spread
north.

As each nation in’ turn : blamed its |

neighbours for the disease we can of-

ten follow the track of an epmemic by
o :

the mames of!countries’
been given to'it,

The : namse,
wheih was given to the “flu”: of 1918,

was from this point of view incorrect.

The name seems to have arisen’ owing

to the great publicity which-was givep.|-

to the outbréak in Spgin and not be-
cause the disease really spread from
that country.

Their Home in Turkestan.

After the outbreak of 1889 the in-
fluenza germs werg’ thought to ha
theizg, home &t Bokhara, ‘i Turkes

whence they ‘Spread’ evéry - now™ and’

again throughout the world.

When we turn to the latest outbreak, |

that of 1918, we find that influenza
broke out almost simultaneously in
China, America and France .

Even making all allowance for the |
| spreed of modern travel and the very

exceptiongl conditions due to the war,

it is scarcely possible that the disease |

could have been carried so rapidly
from any one of these widely distant
places to the other two..

“Fln” Germs Everywhere. -

~ From this it seems probable that in-

i ‘ T o a d s remote, |.

i ; w h e r e people
seldom went. I
gshunned t h e

gtreets where|

gpeeding  dudes |
wWere carving
swift careers;

|

amid the empty d

solitudes I learned to shift the gears.
Afar from towns where peelers peel,
and coppers cop the jake, I learned to
twist the steering wheel, and yank
the clanging brake. My maiden aunts,
who rode behind, would sometimes

‘§ weep and say, "l"or blitzen’s sake, can |

Neglecl

Dlgwt:veaﬂmenixarefrequenﬂym&ed.
Peoplesay“lt’sonlyahmchof’ iges

it will go-away.” What begins aﬂumh.
dlsoomfortlsaﬂowedmbwom

<

you not find some traveled road to-
"day? ‘Why do yon hunt secluded lanes
and through lone pastures go? Drive
through the town where other. wains:
are weaving to and fro.” “Shut up,” I
said, in accenis meek, while hitting
seven knots; “day after day, week af-
“ter week, I'll seek the lonesome spots.
Until I have the proper skill to safely

. {Arive. this dray, T11 stick to  the  se--
- {‘questéred hill, no 'odds what spinstebs |
| say. Till then I will not tool this-van

around a city block, and it you do not
1ike my plan yow'll please get out gnd |

walk. Tdntmlndmouunmthoir‘

ilhh 6rs:

bmtndohfu
thick it jars the eye. Ten thousand |
mw.n‘mmmm-ﬁm

These widespread epidemics seem to |

“.“Spanish ‘Tnfivenza,” |§

The word .GO on aﬁ Winter Overcoats,
_ gﬁrdleu'oi what prices they go, for every
le is mch:ded in the clear away. - ]

“Each $14.98 to $35.00

.‘;m?s LIGHT FAWN MACINTOSHES

. Genuine. bargams, Enghah and American
makes. Worth $10. 00 b5

Children’s Coats -

In shades of Navy and Fawn, to fit c¢hild-
ren-up to 6 years

Turkish Towels.
Of good gquality, in Plain Whlte and Cream
with ‘stripe border.

Per Pair 49¢. to 79¢c.

MII.LMRY :

See Our Basement Sel
Children’s and Misses’ H
Silks, Straws, Velvets an

BOYS’ FLI'ICE LINED

Per

DAMAGED COTTON.

Large pie:

A i
Men’s Hose.~
A splendld line of Men’s Hose, in wool and

mercerized cotion, assorted shades;

er Pair 49c, to 9%c. QUlLT COTTON.
Floral desis

7]

- Liadies’ Chamoisette Gauntlets. .

With strap at wrist, in shades of Fawn,
Beaver and Brown,

Per Pair $1.39 to $1.98 CHILDREN’S.WOOL

Ifany pretty

YARD GOODS.

White and Red Flannel

White Shlrtmg, 36 inches
finish .

Meh's Wool
Underwear.

Well made, will, give
lnnz ‘and satisfactory

Blue Chambray ..+, .

'$149 t0 $1.98 | Bed Tick .. .. .. .. i+
-'| London Smoke, good qu

Blue Serge .. .. ... ...

Cup ToWelmg e e

und 55¢.

Per Palr $1 49

MEN'S axmoumwovmm

Men’s Extra ‘Quality Stripe Denim Over.

Per pair $1.79

Ear Rings.

Just arrived, a new shipment of Ear ngc ”

in all the latest styles.
Per Set 49
|

Cortwelh Wool, . .

j  .,th 856

o~

N2
Babys’-Winter Bonnets.:

‘Warm cosy Bonnets of soft velvet mater
fals, some of brushed wool, ribbon and sik
trimmed. Reg. $1.69

e _,..... RS
* | Celluloid Knitting Needles.
Large and small sizes.

Per Set 19c¢. to 39

b o

Men&Cpat Sm

eavy Jerseys- for* the out- ‘
in shades of Navy and Brown. s

A, Each $3 7

_Men’ Blue Pullover Sweaters.
Each $2.49

Table L"inens. £ |
Not in_many months have we 'been able to |

offer Table Damask .0f Ii |
10W. 5 price, B lndl: wier &} Ll 8t &

»  Per Yard 79c. to 98c.

ﬁf ellinltical !ve inches long. They ha
ecquired, dyring their long entom”
ment, a buff-colored coating. The pos

8 under Dr. | tign of the eggs indicated that dind
MWW  aurs l?ade their nests just as do &
from 4 wis of to-day. The expeditios
tered by the American Museum ¢
- difio- | Natral mmty, also led to the di
10,000 years | covery of seventy-one skulls ant




