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Opposition Still Scoring--Their
Searchlight on Public Affairs
Reveals Questionable Actions
-- The ¢ Red Herring” in Evi-
dence--An Angry Party and a
Beaten Party.

As the session of the House of As-!the

sembly grows older the forces of the |
Government become more confused
under the severe criticism meted out
by. the valiant Oppositionists led by
Mesrs. Kent and Clift, and yesterday’s
proceedings well illustrated Tthis.
Everything not in order, anything ir-
regular or unjust, shady transactions
and matters of public import
might be slurred over are uncovered |
and submitted to a searching fire of
criticism and merciless inquiry, and |
it might justly be said thaL the Gov- |
ernment is on its trial and is getting |
the benefit of the “third degree” in
the_strictest sense of the term. After
the routine preliminary matter was
disposed of yesterday the Assembly

went into Committee on Supply, when | {he Estimates.

Mr. Kent promptly challenged several
of  the votes therein and said that it
appeared to him that there would be

i

that |

|

i

i
| Kent) believed Wwere deserved,

present year to pay these
without taking a vote expressly, but
there was a special vote taken for
these at §1,260; but that did not ap-
pear in:the Estimates.. There =, was
also an increase in the Customs Boat-
men, though upon the Estimates they
were the same as the previous year.
Provision should be made for them in
the supply now before the House, This
would further indicate an additional
cstimate of about $9,000. There was
o tidewaiter at Botwood who did not
| appear on the Estimates. Surely in
these latter increases, which he- (Mr,
it was
not the intention of the Government

men

to drop during the coming year. If

[.not dropped, -they should be there in

an election next fall and that he hop- !

ed "the Government did not imagind
that they would be like “Tennyson’s
Brook” butf should keep the fact in
mind that they would not retain per-
manent possession of the benches op-
posite, and that there was every like-
lihood of an exchange of positions.

Théy may go on in blissful ignorance » deceived as to
of -the fact that the people outside | meant.

were watching and waiting to judge{ pear under the Estimates of

It was incomprehen-
gible to him why they were not in-
cluded in the Estimates which, ‘it ap=
peared-to him, had been prepared ‘in
a very perfunctory and careless man-
ner, which was unworthy. of the great
duty which those who compiled the

| listimates were bound to perform, and

which was also a great responsibility.
if they erred in over-estimating the
people knew of it, but if in under-
estimating, then the people ‘would be
what the estimate
The $2,000 voted did not ap-
last

them, but-such i8 the case, In deal|year as supplied this year, but they
ing with the Estimates he was doing!did appear this vear in the Estimaes

80 of necessity in”a most casual way tof last year.

after a more or less perfunctory
usal. Each department would come
up-for its own proper criticism at the
right time. They had tabled Wednes-
day evening the Report of the Auditor
General, and_. -unless he (Mr. Kent)
was much mistaken in the views he
took of that Report on the Estimates,
that there were items of expenditure

that should have been in the Estimates |
Take the Minis- |

that are not there.
ter’'s. own department, for instance,
the Department of Customs, Here the
salaries of the Lockers were placed
at the same figure as last year, yet,
according to the Auditor General, two
‘of these salaries have-been increased.
Theré are 18 tidewaiters, and

the !

It.would beé remember-

per-, ed that in the Hstimates of last year,

under the heading of Public. Chari-
ties, a sum of $367,5642 was voted,
whieh this year amounted to $373,652.
That meant in round figures an in-
crease of about $4,000 on last year's
Estimates. By the Auditor General’s

: Report they found that last year with-

ing three weeks after the House clos-
ed the Government ‘found it neces-
sary to enforce the extraordinary ma-
chinery provided fer in the Audif!Act
to get a further vote of $16,000 under
that same head. What rendered it
necessary to call up this extraordinary
power, he would like to know. Mr.
Kent here read the section of the
Audit Act which imparts this power.

same  official reports an increase for|They were not in a position to deal

each,
timates, which were the same as last
vear. The total difference in the Es-
timates would amount to $2,180, or in
other words the Estimates for tide-
waiters’ salaries instead of Tbeing |
$7,020 should be $9,300

of supernumeraries, he

but it did not appear in the Es-

i

In the case.|
understood |
that ‘it had been the practice up tof

with the expenditures of the current
vear. The. proper _investigation of
these, would not' come before the
House until next session. The reason
for that wag that the present financial
t year did not close until the end: of
June, but still the\ ‘thad“seme infor-
mation before them which should in-
dicate how the expenditure during

T. J EDENS

p & 000 Ibs. FRESH HALIBUT
5@ Ibs. FRESH CODFISH.
5 brls. FRESH HERRING.

Due by 8.8, Clty of Sydney..

P. E L TURKEYS-——-dl'esse&.
PLYMOU’H!* kecx emem
ﬁmn

30 cases VAL ORANGES.

‘ 10 cases JAFFA ORANGES.
120 casés VAL. ONIONS.

10 kegs GRAPES.
20. cases FLEMING’S JAMS,

25 cases HARTLEY’S JAMS.

3 sdes IRISH BACON.
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-}.months.

* | they- should ask for time:

_penditure he (Mr, Kent) had not tim
to calculate. Then ere was .a vote
for the years 1?11' ~of $ 4

e Departmeti ricul ang
Mines. Besidés’ pq,mcula ’%r fch
ot the depgrtma i

cause the Auditor General reportéd
that out of the bills incurred during

%<l that yeéar whose €xpenses were Cover-.
1ed, that -a sum: amount

ing t6 $10,000
was held ‘back from .that financial

“year .anid eharged: into ‘the . following | &

vear; the vear which is now. current,’
and the ‘accolints of which would not
be tabled until this time twelve
He'did- not know  whose
fault that was, but he thought it was
the duty of the Government and cer-
tainly ‘of the Minister of Agriculture
and Mines; to know. If it was His du-
ty to ,kno‘W, it was his duty to report
that' bills* were outstandiang. He
thought the practice of holdlng ‘aver
bills from one. year:{o.another, a most
reprehensible one. He. had’ ~already™
referred to the fact that the dstimay es
as provided here would not be ta

as the mnieasure of. the habﬂities

There were two factors to be taken]
into considerdtion in “judgihg -of’ the.
relations between the estimates as
originally tabled and the expenditures
as they ultimately camie before thé
House. They might take into account

{-the additional ‘estimates which would

be necessary and should then bear in
mind that invariably the expenditm‘e
exceeded the estimates. If then these
facts were taken irnto aceount then
he believed that during 1913-14 jn-
stead of estimates amounting to. $3,-
693,919, that they would have expend--
iture approximating, if not actually
topping the enormous sum @f $4,000.-
000. He also referred to the reSpon-
sibility of our growing public debt
It had increased by $7,200,000 entail-
ing -a large annual outlay for inter-

-est upon the people making a dolla:

for every man, woman and child in
the Colony, pér year to pay ' the in-
crease on this debt since 1909, or an
ayerage of $5 per man. Bnt these
obligations unfortunately do not cease
where they are at present. It is gen-
erally admitted that -a further loan
will be necessary .within the next one
or-iwo- years to earry on the obliga-
tions incurred by the present Railway
Contract. The egquipment of the Bon-
avista Branch Railway will: cost: as
much as he total equipment on the:
cross-country railway under' the con-
tract-of 1898. He hoped at the next

8itting to submit figures in . confirma-

tion ‘of this statement. The contraci
for-the Branch Lines open up intei-
minable obligations. Mr. Kent then
took up the question of the develop-
ment of our coal areas, held that they
were of prime importance and the
sooner dealt with the better. He
suggested that the Government give
the whole matter of the developmeni
into the hands of Mr. Howley to re
port as to them, and they would have
results .of a most satisfactory nature

Hon. Ministér of Finanee and Cus-
toms: replied in ' a rather heatec
Speech during which 'hé recounted the
goo_d things done by. the Government
designated the Opposition’s strictures
on ‘Government measures as “sickly
criticism,” said they were trying tc
unnecessarily alarm the people of the
country, said that Bond deliberatels
deceived the public, and: spoke or
matters altogether irrelevant to the
issues Dbefore the chair, endeavoring
to throw a large “red herring” across
the trail. of Governmental, misdeeds
This, however, was a signal ‘failure
and the next speaker was

Mr. Clift who said that the Hon
Minister of Finance and Customs was

anything but consistent in his re.

marks. One moment he: assurred the
House that he challenged the closest
scrutiny into his accounts, ‘and the
next he bécomes very excited over one
or two mild situations. A gentleman
of his position should be cool, calm-
and collected. Whatever he (M.
Clift) had to do as a‘member of the
Liberal Party or a Minister of the
Crown was not at all germane to the
present discussion. He did-not claim
that he hmlself or those associated
with him were ‘paragons of perfection
they had their failings; and it was ‘no
answer té anything the’ Opposition
might say for the Hon. Minister tc
gay that the Opposition members were
as bad as they were. They warited to
deal with the question before the

Chair, not with what occurred two or}

four or. six years ago. They had come
down to criticise the Estimates ‘tabled
by the Minister of Finance, théy pro-
posed to criticize -them as® much as
they pleased, and as long as they
pleased and nothing that thei Minister
would say would-in -any way inter-
fere with any criticism they had tc
make. They would say what they
thought of the public accounts and
the manner in which the public af
fairs of the Colony wére being adniin-

| istered and it is no use for any hon.

member of the Government to get €x-
cited or let his temper go up because’
it would not affect or. impress those
sitting in Opposition. It was difficult
for him to criticize the Estimates be-
cause it was only yesterday aftérnoon
they were furnished with details ‘of
expenditure and reports of the Audit-
or General. They wantedito see how
the’ monies. voted last year were ex-
perided - before they would vote for
similar expenditure this year.

only just under these condi

It was{
. consider
these accounts before being: called g—
o1 to express their views, upon the
Estimates. The Hon, Minister:

made, no. effort to reply to the
strictures of Mr. Kent. Het

great. things the Govefngqnt

: doing' and would do and

‘on ‘Beef amdl pork: Very little of that

plied to-tea.

acts in conneetion with thé estimates;
 showed how. difficult it was to com- |

year;

‘C'olonial Secretary for

‘\lr Kent that the Outport News De-

‘the Evening Herald,

+1Qth, 1913.

tions that

: custcmer of: ‘mine; was complétely: cur-

: .of relieving ‘the
he duties on tea, pork,

and that everything |
hermen is on the tree

There was collected dur

& opas_ :
year'ending 30th June, 1912, $220,000

on sugar; $6~f000 on tea, and on beef
and pork,” $87,000. ‘Now, how much
out-of these amounts, he would ask,
was patd by  ‘the
That $220,000 on sugar;

‘rule " fishermen .as  a
use little of thig article and he thought |

it safe torsay that out of that $220,000 %

‘tite fishermen as a body did not con-

‘tribute$60,000. The man‘who would |’

get ‘the Demefit of that reduetion of
tai - will hot be the fisherman, it

id" be the man“who could afford to
pay the duty, and he was the rich man
who’ was relfeved of: that burden up-

remission “of duties. would go into the
pockets “of the poor . fisherman ~ort
labourer. The duty upon a barrel ‘of p
‘beef was $1, or. about a half ‘céent af
'ponmr ‘and the fishérmen and labour-
ingelasSes (if' he, Mr. Clift, was cor- |
‘rectly informed) believed do not}
suse this "to the extent many would
“imagine. They buy by the pound not
by the barrel, and a half cent a pound
would not'be so very conducive to the
benefit of these classes. With pork it
was the Same, and thé men who dealt |
in these two articles were - those
who could ‘purchase by the bar-
rel. - Practiecally the same thing ap-
One would imagine froni
‘the” mannér in- which " the
spoke ‘that the whole of the duty on
tea Went back to the pockets of the
fishermen ;and labouring clsses. Some
$64,000 “was collected on this article. |
Qur, peoplé were great: tea drinkers,
but the fishermen and people of the
poorer classes consunied /a  cheaper
quality of tea, so that he did not'think
these classes contributed more than
$40,000"out of the $64,000 to the rev-
enue; so that it could be Seen that this
boasted return of $385,000 to the
fisherman and-labourer, was the most |
sggregious fallacy. Mr. Clift dlso scor-
ed the Government for. their callous-
ness in inflicting loss on small traders
by their lemissxon of duties instead of
allowmg a reasonable time to dispose
of their stoeks; hampered them un-
mercifully over their. .questionable

pare the present reguired estimates
with the past and last year’'s without
knowing exactly what was spent last |°
dealt with.the vote of $40,000
for the Agricultural Department, the
greater part of which he showed w as
spent in salaries for the two “ex-
perts” of the Department; and $10, 060
in the purchase-of bulls, $4.500 for ex-
hibitions. $7,000° for salaries and $2,-
104 for -peat cutting: Several other
votes were  keenly c-ommented upon,
and - Mr. Clift’s speech was possibly
the most incisive arraingment of Gov-
srnmental  delinquencies heard in the
Asscmbly for some time. Mr. Kent
also. brought the Government to se-
vere-account for unfair discrimination
in ‘granting bonuses to Deputy Heads
of Departments and clerks in the Civil
Service, and in this matter had an ex-
planation ‘from  the Premier as to a
bonus of $50 granted -to the steno-
grapher in- his Department.

-Several petitions were presented;
Mr. Clift; that S. W. Pacqget be made a
port-of ‘call; and Mr. Kent, for a pub-
lic wharf at Quidi Vidi; by Messrs.
Devereaux, Moulton, Parsons and the
various util-

ities.
The following dquestions

swered.
The Colonial  Secrefary

were an-

informed

spatch ig compiled by the Editor of
under arrange-
ment by the Government, the only
expense_being the payment 10: - Mir.
McGrath of . $200 per annum.

The  Celonial Seeretary informed
Mr. Clapp that Mr. Walter Crosbie is
employed in the Postal Service &as
Railway  Construction Clerk, at $60
per menth, During the winter months
ne is engaged as Relief Clerk on the.
trains. ;. Owing.to ill-health he wes
ziven: leaye of absence last summer
to attend the Hospital at St. Anthony,
and he has also been granted leave
of absence for one month from: March

The, Colonial Seeretar) informed
Mr, Clift that, Dy, Grant was last year
pald $215.2p, for. 1722 vaccinations.
Cost - of -vaceinge .$223.86. Dr. Brehm,
the Public Health Officer, has report-
ed te the Government:that every case
of -'smallpox in this Colony during re-
cent years has been traced to a sec-
ond clags passenger from Cape Breton |
and it is upon .Dr. Brehm'’s, Teconi-
mendation that, only _passengers . <_)£
that clags have been vaccinated. It is ,
sa.ﬁsfactm'y to note, that since .vae-
cination was K made compulsory, the
expenditure -on account of smallpox |
has’ greatly  dgcreased. In 1909 the
expenditug-e was $20.000, in 1910 $14,-

000, in 1917 $3,000 and = for . 1912 to |

date $1.800. _

\The, Minjster- of Agriculture inform-
ed Mr, Dwyer that the Agricultural
‘Farm  was sold to Mr., Harold Mac- |
sphersoh, for '$7,500 in October, 1912,

and.no help has been employed there | &

at the expense ~of the Government |

since. The Board is keeping one stal- ||

lion in fhe stables there now.
q‘l%x ouse -&djoumed till 3 pm to-

Miuhxdp Lintiment Cb., Limited.
Genﬂamen. —Theodore  Dorais, a|

T mwsm ‘after ﬂ\re _years - of |

“fishermen |

-Minister |7

1, Patrick's

Day Muste.

St. Pat,rik:k's,Day T R . e R Y R N sahen

Irish Quadriltes ..

Meqlev of IFISBIIES . .. .5 - .gi oL

Wearing of the Green ..
Killarney .. Rk

Come Back te er A
Kathleen Mgvourneen ..
Kathleen Mavouirncen

The Minstrel Boy ..

The Minstrel Boy ..

Mollie Bawn .. .. 5
The Snov»hbxeasted Peml 5
Believe me of all those endoannz
Irish Folk Song .. iapi e
ITIRD Love Song- .. .. .. .. ..
Irish Love Song .. .. ..

My Wild Irish Rose ..

The Low Backed Car

The Hat My Father W o;o'[- pon bt 1’ m 1(1\ s l)'l.‘

Irish Repartee .. .. .

Top of the Morning ..

Under the Irish.Moen ..
Tipperary S

Barney McGee ..

Nora Malone .. ..

Dublin Datsies .. . s
Has Anybody Here br(n }\ol]\

SINGLE

by Pryor’s Orchestra
..by Pryor’s Orchestra
Accordeon and Violin Solos
..by- John McCormack

.. by John MeCormdck.
..by John McCormack

.by John McCormack

by, Alan Turner

.. .. -.by Afan Tiurner
..by Joln McOormack
..by John MecCormack
..by John McCormack
young (h'u‘nN by John McCormraek
..by Mme. Gadski

.by Dan Beddoe

b\ Percy Hemus

b\ Hmr\ Macdonough

.by James McCool
.by Billy Murray
.by Portﬂr and Murray
.by Bilanche Ring
.!by Billy Murray
.. by Billy Murray
..by Ada Jones
..by Billy Murray
..by Bert Favour
..by Ada Jones

AND DOUBLE RL( ORI)\

The Royal

Stores, Lid.
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: Superfluous Men.

T h-e world
would . be better,
1 wist, and life
would be sweet-
er, I wot, if the
fellow who
carries a grist of
stories’ ‘as an-
cient as Let,
would suffer a
memory - lapse
and never more
mosey around to

worry industrious chaps with anted-
fluvian ‘sound. This life . would be

gayer, I swow, be more like a bright

day in Spring, if people who never
krnew how would cut out their efforts
to sing. 'The wails and the rumblings
and groans of pcople determined to
trill, give us pains in our left collar-
bon€s, and often, indeed, make us ill.
This life weuld be finer, I ween, our
spirits less likely to flag, if the .man
with a new -auto “machine - didn’t
make it his business to brz.lg. For
we're tired of the blithering. bores who
scy that their cars are the best, who
talk of their triumphs and scores till
we long for

‘the tomb and its rest.
This life would be nobler, and: death i
less comfort to people would give, if

=

SE00508

the ‘man with distillery breath would
talk when he must, through a siever
i Ior under the sun or the moon there's
' no cne so lacking in grace as the fel-
i lcw who leaves-a saloon, and blows
tLe free-lunch in your face.

SRR a%&mom

THEY COULDN'T
GO T0 BED

Till they had finished it. That reads

like a fairy tale, but ’'tis the absolute

truth. The book is i

“THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD)
by Joseph Hocking.

The men are: First—The confiden-
tig] man in one of our largest cor-
i porations. Second—The cashier of one
of our largest Water Street firms;

For two or three days we have been
advertising “The - Prince of - This
World,” and there has been a run on
it,; for ’tis an unusually absorbing
tale. .Nearly everybody who has
bought a copy within that time has
come back to tell us the tale with
which we 'began this ad. If for any
reason you do not want to retire
early, take a page or two of “The
Prince of This. World;” or if you en-
joy . a- mighty ‘good tale of leve and
romance, get *‘The Prince of This
World,” paper 50c., cloth T’Uc.. from

DICKS & Co., Lid:

Biggt-st, Brightest and Best Book,
‘Stationery and: Faney Goods
Store’ in' the City.

" Copyrizht, 1911, by
wiorge Malithew Adams

AS. ALREADY
ANNOUNCGED

Our 750c. “ENGLISH
BREAKFAST” tea will now
be sold under the new name
of “HOMESTEAD” at 40c.
per. 1b., with the usual dis-
count for 5 lb. parcels.

Ii"{yo,u are not already one
of our Tea patrons,just try

a poutid of ‘HOMESTEAD.
A pleasant surprise awalts

}

you. Vi 3

“ngMESTEAD” Tea, 40c.

“STAR” 40c. Tea now 33c.
Ib., with- usual discount
for 5 lb parcels

FINEST DEMERARA
CANE SUGAR, 3%ec. Ib.

AMERICAN GRANULAT-
ED SUGAR, 4c. Ib.

Sweet Valencia Oranges.
Sweet Florida Oranges. -

Sweet California Oranges.

4

10 1b. Valencia Onions, 25c,
The above new stock ex -

Durango to-day:

FRESH HALIBUT.

FRESH: HERRING.

‘1 tois,

chei 'ill‘ls Week.

A A A A A A AT A i,

Y We greaﬂy'l"egret to have tg
annon::;ghat} f‘:,:sltng thtlo the
© eal g0 er thif year,
wﬂhm “haveé Ho Easter 1ilies
available. ‘We shall, however,

ave - Daflodils, Tulips, Hjya.

8, Sweet Peas and Carna.
tions.

Yisitors: always
" Grove Hill.

’Phone 197.

J. MCNEIL,

welcome at

THE STEAMER

‘Prospero

Will Teave the wharf of

+

_rB_ow:ing Bros., Ltd.,

—ON

' Saturday, 14th March

at 10 a.m., calling at the following
plaees:

Cape Broyle, Ferryland, Feruivus
Trepassey, St. Mary’s, Salmo
Placentia, Marystown, Burin, St. Law-
rence, Lamaline, Fortune, G
Bank, Belleoram, St. Jasques, H:
Breton, Pass Island, Hermitage, (
Pushthrough, ' Richard’s Ha
Rencontre (West), Francois, Cap«
Hune, Ramea, Burgeo, Rose Blanche
Channel.

Freight
Friday.

For.freight or passage apply to t
Coastal Office of

Bowring Bres. Lid,

Coastal Mail Service.
Telepltone 306.

received until 6 p.n
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JUST REC EIVED

American Fine
Granulated: Sugar,

In Barrels.

CURRANTS!

Choice PatrasCurrants

In 50 1b. boxes.

TELEPHONE—-14.

H. J.Stabb& GO0,

Water Street East.

" Anthracite C oal

Now landing ex: Westwood.

Furnace, Egg, Stove,

i 44

HRMRYRYRYRYRYRYR YRR LAY YR YR LAY

L

Don’t
ren’s An
in 1 sty
10 yrs; d
Special,

I
-

MEN’S

.

44 doz.
nary fleec
make, wi
extra thick
Saturday,

Wire Straing
Hair Bande
Wax Taper
Sewing Mac

o

You'll £

low S
stitch -
Friday and

ten
flute

day and Si

Rods. Fri
day

WHI

nels,
80 W
ity is
Friday an

WHITE
3 pieces
asks. Gres
wide;, mos

facture. R
Friday and

TA

5 pieces

ens, assorte
good qualit

Regular 40
Friday and

PINK 1

1100 yard
widths ‘up
and beautif
that wears
isfaction.

* Friday and




