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ARE WE WORTH DYING FOR?

F romaSermon for Stay-at-Homes,
by Rev. John Haynes Hol-

mes In the Volce.
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there is something much more mo-|of man, Something there must be ——— ;:t:rl B vt

mentous in this war than any mere
however serious
For it

personal relations,
and searching these may be.
we may trust the interpretation plac-
ed upon the conflict by the govern-
ments of the Allies, the American sol-
diers are not fighting for Americans,
any more than the English soldiers
are fighting for Englishmen or the
French poilus for Frenchmen. Not
even may we believe that the Belgian
troops are fighting for the men and wo-
men and ravaged soil of Belguim. A-
bove and beyond all these personal
and national considerations, we are
old, is the cause which they all rep-

the world has ever seen.” 4

This is our civilization as we had it
three years ago. If you ask me if that
civilization is werth dying for, I tell
you, No! And yet it is being died for
by millions of noble men in every great
country of the modern world. Why,

here which seems to most men today
to be worth while. Something there
is here now; if not before, which has
been made eternally worth while by
the sacrifices which have been offered
on its behalf. And if this something
is not to be found in what civilization
actually was yesterday, then must it
be found in what civilization may be
tomorrow, and what the millions ef
these fighting men are willing to pledge
their lives it shall be tomorrow. Not,
therefore, in what civilization was, but
in what good men desired and had
faith that it might be made—not in
the reality that festered like some poi-

of 2 most remarkable sepule $ind
that wherein they are buried o m

as that other wherein theip g ;
laid up, on all occasions both of*
and deed, to be remembered everman
These who valiantly fighting h.y.,m.
we must be zealous to emulate, 3§

Here is what two leading C““df\?
Liberal papers say: %

When Mr. William E, Lemon,
former Assistant Postmaster, and for,
Post Qffice Department, was Vester-
day officially installed as POBtma.t‘i
of Toronto—head of the largest and
busiest Pest Office in the Dominin“l\
the Government gave gratifying evie
dence of the sincerity of its determipal
ation to banish the spoils system from
the outside Civil Service.—Toronte
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the battle, this is-what our young men

have gone, or are going, into this war,

!serve or to restore the old order. No-

“Now you go ahead as before! You,
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are preparing to die for on the fields of | are willing, nay glad, to lay down their | needn’t bother me with any detajls S et e
France. - Our civilization as a cause | Jjyes, They are not fighting to pre- | All I want is my salary! In other words, - S h g 1 l I M U
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what is today at stake in the Great
War.

Now the very moment that this
interpretation of the European strug-
gle is accepted, our question, Are we
worth dying for? is shifted from the in-
quiry as to whether you and I as per-
sons are worth dying for, to the ques-
tion as to whether the society of which
we are a part is worth dying for. And
here I must confess that I find myself
confronted by an answer that is not
altogether different from the one which
I gave in reference to the query about
ourselves. The civilization which we
have been building during the last
three or four hundred years, judged by
its fruits at least, is not anything to
boast of, and I doubt very much if it
is anything really worth dying for.
Indeed, if I thought that the final and
total result of this vast srtuggle be-
tween Germany and the Allies, with
its millions of dead and wounded, its
incaleulable destruction of property
and treasure, its indescribable misery of
‘unoffending peoples the world

body wants to see the world that crash-
ed to ruin three years ago brought
back to curse mankind. If the old
boundary lines, the old armaments, the
old alliances, the old balances of power
the old suspicions, jealousies and ha-
treds, are to be revived, then is the
sacrifice of these millions of young
lives a futile and a tragic thing. But
if on the ruins of the old world, gone
forever, a mew world shall be built,
then indeed may we declare that these
unnumbered dead “‘shall not have died
in vain.” Hence the programs of re-
construction in government, econom-
ics, domestic relations, international
institutions, religion, which are the
product of all the thiaking minds of
France, England and America at this
moment!

Now, it is just here,in this matter of
reconstruction, that there comes the
message for the stay-at-homes: We
have more upon our hands this day
than the confession of our sins,and the
rectification of our inward personal

around, was to be nothing better and lives, We have as well the building of

to question if the cause was worth the
life of a single soldier in the ranks. Uni-
versal discontent with our political
and industrial achievements, was the
characteristic feature of our life three
years ago, and this discontent was
based upon the undisputed fact that
our civilization, whatever its material

| of Calvary.

The Kingdom of

od, of which Jesus talked so many
years ago, is laid upon our souls as it
has been laid upon no other generation
of Christians since the dreadful day
Here are these myriads
of youthful lives poured out in bounte-
ous sacrifice!  Here are these millions
of dead bones sowing the sweet earth
as for a divine harvest! Here are the

salary you ought to get!”

Let the Union Government main-
tain the standard set in Toronto in
the matter of appointments and even
the scepties will be convineed of the |
good intentions of the group at pre-
sent in power.

£

VAST STORES HELD AT RUS-
SIAN PORTS. ;

A statement issued yesterday by
the National City Bank of New York
regarding the value of war materials|
shipped to the Russian Artici ports of
Archangel and Kola, where a state of
war now exists, gives an indication of
the great amount of stores which are
stacked up in the neighborhooﬁ"d‘
those ports and which are being g
ed by American marines as
fighting men of the other allies.

Since the beginning of the war §7560,-]
higher than the restoration of civiliza- “:s, n?“:1“;0-”d{},thebc?nsFmﬁ'lon ?f (t:ls 000,000 worth. of materials Were sent
tion as it existed just before the war : “ 505; :t’ d? _ o sl Bl e
broke out, I think I should be tempted SN AT bever day,

to the two ports from this country.
But the rail service between the séa-
board and the interior early became
clogged. In 1917 the shipments to
Archangel, and Kola totalled $314,630,
000 most of which probably remains
there. Since the beginning of this year
$3,000,000 worth of supplies have been
sent.

Including materials sent to the Paci-
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Ladles of McGill University Women's Union making surgical dréssin

rs. W, Grant Stewart, Miss V. Hame!l,

Mrs. C. W, Colby, Mrs. F. D. Adains,

gs of Sphagnum Moss. |

Mrs. E’ Maxwell, Mrs. R. w.

Lee,
Misg Mitchell.

fic port of Vladivostok, American has
sent to Russia, altogether, goods to the
value of $1,080,000,000 since the war
began.—New York World, July 9.

triumphs, was a moral and spiritual
failure. It is true that knowledge
had never been so widespread, mechan-
ical efficiency so marvelous, natural
resources so abundant and accessible.

blood and tears and agony not of a na-
tion’s but of a world’s despair! What
is it all for? How is it to be made
worth while?  Only by the supreme

i
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orter, Miss Neilson, Mrs. Peck, Mrs. J. C. Kennedy, Mrs. C. E. Moyse.
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covered, and the science of communi- g , : Jai ‘Smith, the American Sphaa:r OWn expense at Arichat, Cape Breton, |examined with a view to locating the
cation developed to the point of mir. dEmotracy of man, the world as Chﬂst MARITIME NAMES IN CAS-|,.m expert, is one of Canadu’s and collected and prepared a large | largest supplies of good material and
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poor, starvation, disease and prosti- | World, every struggle for social eman- SERVICES. but demand for and extenslvie ll;Be |Mr. Smith as organizer and Dr. J. A.|usefulness of different kinds of Sphag-
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blighted the hearts of men. The old | ness interests, political interests, class lm 8o great has become the de-|developments have been very rapid |Who have been trained to know good
evils, in a word, were at the best only |interests, national interests, These Gassed. mand that Great Britain is no longer | The demand for dressings has Increas |moss from ‘bad, and even an experi-
tempered it ;8 oppositions seemed defensible at that|F. Herman, Dartmouth. ible #o fill it, and Canada and the|ed to such an extent that the Canadiar | enced collector will often have diffi-
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time, but they are now defensible no
more. Henceforth they stand as the
sin against the Holy Ghost. Millions

were added the new and yet more
dreadful evils of great cities, industrial
monopolies, economic imperialism,
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tury dawned, man had such power in | my friends—and the pledge must be bogs of Eastern Nova Scotia until he |coast. Mr. Smith, with the help of the | Union was organized during the first

his hands as was never wielded even | redeemed., Said Mr. Britling, writing . %as able to locate supplies of material [Canadian Sphagnum Committee, pro~‘r“,'e‘3kﬂ of the war from among the
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suspicion, hate-—and now at last; as the | perors- and priesterafts and bands of pcsal by  the University M.edk-,al‘hls death while searching for moss for :_';a)de un by its members into socks,
natural spawn of such a breed, the uni- adventurers, the traders and owners Behoq’l'ln'._ e susutin _of 1916, ‘aud lthe Canadlan Red Cross, and thus set | SF5 fulers, pyjamas, shirts, etc., tol.

g d f 11 / from that day until this has heen pre- y“’" seal to a life of exceptional gener- |2 total of about 9,000 articles of cloth-i
versal cataclysm of the Great War! afx .oresta. ers who betrayed man Paring moss and shipping dressings.|0sity and nobility, Ing alone, to say nothing of an im-
We look at the horror which is Ger- | kind into this morass of hate and blood iR e Another fmportant function of this or- | Sphagnum grows in molst and boggy | 1¢PSe number of sphagnum dressings,|
many and shudder; but I am not alto- | —ia which our sons are lost—in which Zanization has been to make up ex- ’P'ﬂceﬂ. and can be found in alinost al) |t G

Derimentsl. sphagnum dressings of |Parts of the sountry: but the moss to ‘T““; Organizer and first president of
Many gorts to try out the different |be useful must have exceptionally ful the Unfon wag Mrs, H. Walter; since,

‘frades of Canadian material under |2nd soft foliage, and the stems whi]e | NeN the chajr has been filled suc-|

we flounder still.”
Such is my question, Are we worth
dying for? And such is my answer!

gether sure that this military monster
is not the fruit which gives us know-
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edge of the tree. Said Alfred Russell SESSION.. 9 "

h 4 ’ REME COURT. conditions. tough and elastic must be flexible, ae | S°SSIVEly by Mrs. k., E. Howard, Mrs.|

Wallace,second only to Darwin among| We are not worth dying for, as we '.J'.'.)’\'nll;.l’:i the winter of 1917 another Otherwise the dressing would he tiable |J- B- Porter and Mrs. J. W. Ross, the
the scientists of our time, a man of ex- | stand today—either ourselves, or the Ottawa, July 13—The Canada] ¥ork room was started at Dalhousie ;toFg’a.uae llrrmmon. Jgg;-‘:z;lit" Pretslient .The Sphagnum|
J & " i world that we have made. Had A S gity, Halifax, and the Canadian rst class material has been foung ;ree of the Union was organized|
act knowledge, careful observation, W€ Gazette today contains the formal no! University. coast, and equally good moss grows|!™ 1916 under the chairmanship - of|

p : i adopted sphag-
tice calling the Supreme Court in spec. m ?mé:’;mlwge“mé’ and "ri'
ial session on Thursday July 18 to m’ed to open working centres on &
hear argument as to the validity of| lirge scale. Unfortunately the 'changes
the order-in-council of April 29, can- ""th.‘1"?4"”"“‘;,-0:)IE:;zsgtricst’:;astt’l(gi
celling exemptions in classes under "M‘;h  warfare necessitated a tempor-
the military service act. It is ex- :l:m:' but the work of explora-
pected that argument will not take

ton and development was continued.
up more than a couplé of days and{, The late Mr. Harry James Smith of

been worth dying for, there were no
need to die. But death has come to
others; and to us, the stay-at-homes,
must come the stern resolve that it
shall not be in vain.  Like the Athen-
ians of old, we may well give heed to
the words of Pericles, spoken over the
bodies of the soldiers dead in the first

and sober speech, after naming in de-
tail the evils characteristic of modern
civilization— “Taking account of
these various groups of undoubted
facts, many of which are so gross,: so
terrible, that they cannot be over-
stated, it is not too much to say that
our whole system of society is rotten
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