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CLAREMONT AFFAIRS
The following report has been re­

ceived from J. W. Hurmer, secretary of 
Claremont Union, No. 725:

We held our monthly meeting on Sat­
urday last and had a good attendance, 
three new members joining. We are 
not very strong as yet, but I think we 
will get a strong union in time, as we 
have the right spirit round here. We 
decided that we were not strong enough 
financially to send delegates to the con­
vention, but we passed a resolution that 
this union do all it can to support a 
farmers’ candidate on U.F.A. lines. We 
also held a discussion on consolidated 
schools, but most of the members think 
that we should wait till the bonds of 
the old Bchoolhouse are paid for first. 
The crops in this district are looking 
fairly good, but not so far advanced as 
last year.

FOR POLITICAL ACTION
Badger Lake Union, No. 563, has just, 

held another successful meeting in 
which they took up questions of import­
ance, especially the Liquor Act, on 
which there was considerable discus­
sion. Altho the members do not con­
sider that this act is just what it ought 
to be, they hope that once it is estab 
lished it will be possible to have it 
amended, and voted in favor of the act. 
The question of nominating candidates 
in political contests was also taken up, 
and after some heated discussion a vote 
was taken which placed the union on 
record as being in favor of nominating 
candidates for federal and provincial 
elections or contests. The union be­
lieves that we must put men from our 
own circles in parliament if we wish 
to advance the principles of our organi­
zation. Crops in this district are heav­
ier than they have been for the past 
seven years, and unless they are wiped 
out by hail, the union hopes to bo in 
a position to purchase various neces­
sities cooperatively this fall. So far 
they have been unable to do this on ac­
count of lack of funds.

ON JULY FIRST
River Bend Union, No. 388, held a 

big U.F.A. picnic at Jenner on July 1. 
A large and enthusiastic crowd gath­
ered from many miles around, enjoying 
a day of fun and social intercourse. 
Baseball, tugs of war between visiting 
unions, foqi and horse racing, jumping 
contests, etc., were all sources of joyous 
excitement. For-true inspiration noth­
ing else on the day’s program equalled 
the earnest and eloquent appeal of 8. 
S. Dunham, of Lethbridge, who for a 
solid hour dwelt upon the domestic joys 
of the “old shack,” the rearing and 
beautifying of the new and more ample 
rural home, the virtues of contentment, 
the encouraging evidences of a glorious 
future for this land of pioneers, the ne­
cessity for sobriety, good business 
methods, political purity and sincere 
loyalty in co-operative effort by the til­
lers of the soil. The address was one 
to reach the heart and give much food 
for thought. It was followed by an 
address from Thompson Cuyler, of Med­
icine Hat, on behalf of prohibition, a 
point on which Mr. Dunham’s appeal 
was very strong. Mr. Spencer, local 
member for Medicine Hat, also made 
himself known to the people of these
parts in a pleasing and forceful address.
The proceeds of the refreshment booth 
and of the big dance which continued 
till daybreak, added a substantial 
amount to the funds. This union which 
now has a membership of 140, is still 
growing and doing extensive buying in 
carlots. Our co-operative association is 
taking the official initiative steps pre­
liminary to getting down to real mer­
cantile business.

ANOTHER GOOD PICNIC
The G Wynne Local Union U.F.A. and 

their Women’s Auxiliary held an an- 
jiual picnic on Dominion Day, which 
was favored with good weather and an 
excellent attendance. The picnic was
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voted a great success. The union oper­
ated a small refreshment booth and gave 
a bowery dance, which resulted in a 
small profit to the funds of the union. 
The members, who put in a great deal 
of work, feel amply repaid by the pub­
licity acquired.

SPECIAL NOTICE
In reference to the petition forms 

sent to all our unions recently for sig­
nature by women resident in the prov­
ince of Alberta and asking that ade­
quate provision be made by the govern­
ment for the rigid enforcement of the 
Liquor Act, which was carried by so 
large a majority on July 21, if there are 
any of these petitions still out in the 
country, please see that they are sent 
in at once to Mrs. Fred Langford, 324 
Superior Avenue, Calgary, Alta. These 
[petitions will be used at an early date, 
and we would like to have them in if 
possible not later than the end of the 
second week in August.

GOVERNMENT AND WEEDS
The secretary of Colinton Union, No. 

540, writes as follows:
At the meeting of the above union 

held on July 26, I was instructed to 
write you and have inserted in The 
Guido the following motion :

“That we, the members of Colinton 
Union, No. 540, are continually being 
reminded by our government of the im­
portance of good farming and keeping 
our ground free from weeds. I vast spring 
the government shipped into our dis­
trict carloads of seed oats for needful 
settlers, and a majority of the oats 
were filthy with wild oats, buckwheat, 
mustard, etc. Wild oats were a thing 
unknown in our district, but from now 
on we will get our lawful share, thanks 
to our government seed inspectors. We 
give the government all the honor that 
is due them for the information we de­
rive from the demonstration farms, 
demonstration trains, etc., but wo do 
consider it an injustice when they con­
taminate a new and virgin district with 
noxious weeds and undo the work done 
by the good farmers of the district. 
The men who had the,distributing of 
the seed were offered good seed oats by 
some farmers of this district, but they 
would not buy from them even at a 
reduced rate.”

WAR RELIEF FUNDS 
Belgian Relief Fund

Previously acknowledged .. ..$2,506.15 
Wood River Union, No. 456... 10.00
Gleichen Union, No. 06...... 25.00
Leighton Union. No. 512.......... 15.75
Sullivan Lake, No. 312.............. 5.00
University Union, No. 684 . . . 6.00
Melville Union, No. 50............. 2.00
Partridge Hill, No. 583 ........... 3.50
llorsehaven Union, No. 460 ... 10.00
Pino Creek Union, No. 624.,. 5.00
Sulphur Springs Union, No. 466 10.00
Gadsby Union, No. 120 (per 

Messrs. Reynolds and Me-
Morris ........................................ 10.00

Hanna Union, No. 536 ........... 10.00
Gadsby Union, No. 129 ................. 5.00

Total....................................$2,622.40
U.F.A. Patriotic Fund

Previously acknowledged .... $795.20
flharrow Union, No. 612 ______ 6.20
Stettler Union, No. 89 ............. 11.70
Partridge Hills, No. 583 ......... 7.50
Pine Creek, No. 624 .................. 3.00
Rodney Union, No. 57 ............. 13.05
Coaldale Union, No. 362 .... 33.94
Kinsella Union, No. 277 ........... 10.00
Summerview Union, No. 147 .. 43.70

Tdtal..................................... $924.25
Red Cross Fund

Previously acknowledged ............ $325.05
PaU^otlc Fund

Previously acknowledged ............$149.95

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT
The following is an interesting <r-

ticle on farmers’ credit, and is taken 
from the Weekly News Letter, United 
States Department of Agriculture, dat­
ed April 28, 1915, Bulletin Foreign Ag­
riculture Intelligence. The article is 
interesting in so far as it shows what 
might be done by any of our local 
unions under similar laws:

“Three plans by which farmers in 
actual practice have succeeded in im­
proving their personal credit and se­
curing loans at less than the prevailing 
rate of interest are outlined in Farm­
ers’ Bulletin No. 654, 1 How Farmers 
May Improve Their Personal Credit.'

“The first of these plans has worked 
out in certain localities in North Da­
kota so well that the farmer has been 
able to borrow money on hie personal 
note at 8 per cent, at a time when the 
usual rate in his vicinity varied from 
10 to 12 per cent. To secure this re­
duction in interest, the farmer agreed 
that the bankers should buy the dairy 
stock for which he wished the loan and 
sell it to him at actual cost. The pur­
chase in a number of cases was con­
ducted with the advice of state or fed­
eral dairy specialists. The men who 
furnished the money were thus in a 
position to make certain that it was 
used for productive improvements 
which would enable the borrower to re­
pay the loan. Under this plan, in fact, 
the farmer may be said to have bor­
rowed the improvement itself instead of 
the money to buy it with, for the dis­
position of the money was taken out 
of his hands.

“A plan of the same general charac­
ter was carried out a year or two ago in 
Southern Idaho, but in this case three 
or four banks united in the purchase of 
a carload of dairy stock. In another 
case in Nevada a local creamery sup­
plied the money and held back a part 
of the returns from milk arid cream de­
livered by the borrowers. Altogether 
491 cows and heifers were distributed 
among 64 farmers, the aggregate 
amount of money represented by the 
loank being $39,483. This is the simp­
lest of the three methods. It consists 
essentially in permitting the lender to 
say how the money that he loans shall 
be spent. Under such circumstances he 
naturally feels more secure, and the 
rate of interest lessens with the risk.

“In regions where for various reasons 
this plan has not proved possible, an­
other method is to have the farmers col­
lectively assume a certain guaranty for 
the notes given by individuals. In 
Southern Montana, for example, nine­
teen farmers organized an association 
and appointed trustees to represent it 
in negotiations with a local h ink. The 
trustees were authorized to guarantee 
a limited amount to the bank on the 
joint and several liability of the asso­
ciation members. With this additional 
security the bank agreed to advance 
$5,000 to the association at 8 per cent, 
when the general bank rate was 10 and 
12 per cent. Two delegates from the 
association purchased with the money 
two carloads of heifers, which were dis­
tributed among the members, each ani­
mal being charged with a proportion­
ate share for all the incidental expenses 
connected with the transaction. Each 
purchaser pledged himself to care for 
and breed the animals by methods ap­
proved by the trustees.
“In the third [dan the guarantee in 

furnished not by the fanners themselves 
but by an outside interest. As the plan 
was developed in Wisconsin and Min­
nesota, this outside interest consisted of 
local business men who were In their 
way as much concerned as the farmers 
with the general improvement of agri­
cultural conditions in their regions. 
Under this plan the business men sub­
scribed a certain percentage of the 
funds loaned with the understanding 
that this was to constitute a guarantee 
fund to protect the bankers. Otherwise 
the plan was in its essential principles 
like that adopted in Montana.

“ More of these methods require more 
than a temporary organization. A per­
manent co-operative credit association 
is. of course, a different matter, which

has. however, many advantages. Such 
associations encourage habits of saving, 
afford training in business methods, 
and may establish a collective fund for 
common agricultural purposes as well 
us providing loans to their members on 
more reasonable terms than they could 
obtain individually. The fundamental 
principle ' of their management is that 
no loan must be granted unless the com­
mittee in charge believes that the mem­
ber and the association will both be 
benefited. The funds for the loans may 
bo secured thru payments on shares, 
thru deposits, and by borrowing from 
outside sources. Associations doing 
business of this sort, however, are sub­
ject to statutory regulations, and it is 
of course important that these régula1 
tions be understood and observed by 
the management.

“A co-operative credit association 
must not be considered as in any way 
a substitute for other banking institu­
tions, but rather as an ally of them. 
Thé deposits in such associations are 
frequently in such small amounts that 
it is unlikely that thev would be placed 
in a regular bank. On the other hand 
the total of these small sums is fre­
quently considerable, and such part of 
it as is not loaned to members of the 
association is usually placed on deposit 
in the local banks. „Jn addition to the 
service which the association can ren­
der to its individual members both by 
aiding them to obtain proper loans and 
by preventing them from making un­
wise ones, the association can also be 
of service to the community in a num­
ber of ways, among which collective 
purchasing is perhaps the most promin­
ent.”

In commenting briefly on this article 
I would express the opinion that plan 
No. 1, in so far as it concerns the banks, 
is impracticable owing to the central 
control system of our banks in this 
country, which must carry with it strict 
limitations to the power of the local 
bank manager. In so far as the cream­
ery is concerned it would be possible, 
but sounds almost too much like the 
millenium. For the most part the 
settlement in this province is as yet 
too young and too uncertain to justify 
the risk. 3

The second plan is an extension of 
the one outlined in mv last annual re­
port. It is quite within the realm of 
possibility for any of our unions who 
will take the trouble to organize prop­
erly, and has already been tried nut on 
a smaller scale than the example given 
by two or three of our unions who pur­
chased seed grain this spring on this 
plan.

The third plan is the same as that 
which was proposed for the Oalgary 
district, and has been tried out at one 
or two places in Saskatchewan.

The co-operative credit association is, 
us the article says, a different matter, 
and in its full sense is pot possible in 
this country on account of our banking 
laws. The work of such an association 
can, however,fbe carried out in a modi­
fied form by any union properly incor­
porated under our Co-operative Trading 
Associations Act.

The working out of plan No. 1 and 
the co-operative credit associations in 
the United States should be a sufficient 
and convincing argument to those wor­
thy people—mostly bank managers and 
financial magnates—who are forever 
holding forth on the beauties of the 
Canadian banking system, which make 
it, it we are to believe all they say, one 
of the best—if not the best—mi the 
world, and a great asset to the Domin­
ion. The United States is not particu­
larly noted for the practical assistance 
that it has riven in the way of legis­
lation of a helpful nature to fanners' 
organizations, but the fact that these 
things can be done in the United States 
is simply one more object lesson as to 
how far Canada is really behind those 
countries where agriculture is recog­
nized officially as the backbone of the 
country and encouraged by every legi­
timate means possible.

P. P. WOODBRIDGl


