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OUR AUSTRALIAN LETTER.

Yustralia appears to be onithe eve of a boom. Just now
€

the weather is a little dry, (.’H:‘.f}g some' apprehension as to
]

, fand if we should have three

the fufure, but rain is promise
or four months of good \\:d(!ldr, the-boom will certainly

manifest itself. Prices have p?m- up in the most unexpected ,

fashion.. Even silver, which was supposed to go down In-
stead of up, has jumped up td 2§. 7d. per ounce as against
2s.” ¥4d. two or three years a;:i» The highest that tin has
reached for years, and that anly ifor a short time, was £170
per ton. It it quoted to-day ath £ 197, and it is expected that
over -£200 will be reached (';glel has advanced, and 9s. in

stead of 11s. per ton is \upp..}('d to be the fixed price at

|
Newcastle In pastoral products; wool has gone up another
5 to 10 per cent., and skins, hifles' and the other accessories
of the pastoral trade have gonefup in like proportion. Sheep

skins reached 9v4d. per pound last week, more tihan used

to betgot for the wool. Eveniwheat has felt the impulse
At the beginning. of the year 3s.i3d. was the quotation; to
day 3s. 64d., and but small supglies come forward even at

the advand It 1s quite p?'wltl!fl that the estimate of the

Australian harvest was too 'm;ﬂy There ought to be thir
teen million bushels yet to exppit, but the exporter cannot

ite it, so tl it is quite ppgsible that wheat will go
higher still hese urek arelddf course, inspiring the im
porte ¢ ind foF goads such as has not been
experienc for thirteen years] |As yet it has been kept

within bounds by the present dry weather, but should the
is bound tofextend. There never were
more enquiries for Canadian gpéds| at the Canadian office
than now, but there is a very \? t hesitancy t6 close either
for Canadian agericies, or to send prders for Canadian goods,

owing to the uncertainty of thgsupply. Orders, which if

the buyer were sure he could ofjtain them would be sént to

Canada are going to the Unitedf Btates. I.suppose there is
no help for it /

Natarally the st of living Hds advanced with the prices
f materials, and there are sdn complaints as to the
fashion in which it is going upj§! It is. suspécted that in
many the sellers as well #is the producers in New
South Wale re following the dhurse pursued in New Zea

land. Instead of fighting the dgyhands of the labor unions,

employer t have comf to an -agreement and
advanced t} 1 & even at ffjore rapid rate than the
wages. It m nteresting t® some of your readers to

et the wholesale prices of certflin staples in this market
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$40 per ton; flour,"Mani

I'he qu ) [ Flou
toba, $73 per ton; potatoes, $1 pe bushel; onions, $i per
bushel: tomatoes, $1.50 to $2.50 per bushel; apples, $2 to $3
per bushel; cabbages, 30 cents to J1.50 per dozen
\11 ¢ bove articles are in the season, and what they

e likely be later it is difficult to say It is alleged that
t Chin 1 \ I 1 st of the \wgw.l'v't«v con
sumed in Svdney following the example of the whites,
hav " ed a mb nd hence the price Ot
vegetables, thers are P p 1 1 to the instances uillﬂl(’ll
Meat 1s the one exception, but 1t s scarcely an exception
100w, a t v 18 very nearly the same price as the papers
qu stern Canada Hams, for instance, are quoted
wl sa it from 16 to 25 cents per pound, and yet the
pig grower complains that there is no money in producing
pork, just as he does in Canada, but with not so good
reas Buying in the quantities that the nary con
sumer does he would pay about 50 per cent. more than the
prices quote 'he Car usekeepe in congratulate
herself that on the whole her position 1s not the worst 1n
the we d

he prices of imports are advancing, but not in pro-

portion to those of exports as yet he cost of hhving must
produce a demand for higher wages, and that in turn will
make it more diffic for the local manufacturer to com

he arrangements for putting the Commerce Bill into

as about completed, so that a procla-

) I Xporters orf 10« ds .in(l
drinks should take note of this, and be careful that the label
shall be a true description of the article, and that its weight,
measurement, etc., are given. It will not do to label a case

iS Oone p

und when it contains only 14 ounces. One item is

likely to be affected in spite of the long usages of the trade

g f
It is possible ‘that nothing will be allowed to enter as

‘whisky” except that derived from the_distillation of malt

it, of course, may come in as “mixed spirits.” Until the
order-in-council has been issued this is by no means certain

Although fair, business is not as bouyant in New Zea-
land as it is in Australia. Collections are not as good as it

was hoped they would be, still the exports of its staple

products, if ‘not increasing

ry much in quantity are bring

ing better prices, and the islands are likely to enioy inother

year of prosperity Fhe exports of mutton and lamb have
recently mmproved in quantity and already have made up for
the deficiency for the early I t of the seas
lhe “Bucentaur,” the first sl ip of the new Cangdian-
New Zealand service, left Wellington on t 20th April last
but the only carg she took from New Zealand was 443
balgs of hemp, the rest of her space being filled up with
roOm \ustrals \ i
coa Iron straha New Zealand S grumbling at the
1ps the manage: d at the fact that there is no
ald stoe } rd nal thet ]
cold 12 board to ena em to irry the products
that might go to Vancouver if there were such provision
\
Mr Se e _—_ f N
. Premier of New Zealand, is
ex| ted \ a xt ! QO f the purposes of
1 NISSi S t SCus rel renn T
his 1 ( preferential agreement with the
Premier of ( A h. Canada can wish him every
su e 11 off ¢ } 2
Ce f I proper agreement
s hot b 1 ¢
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