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The Russian Policy in the Orient

[¥rom New York ‘‘Nation’’]

The J‘m.u'\i!\g tatement { ¢ po l of the
Soviet Government in the Orient was contributed
by the chief of the Oriex livision of the People’s
Commissariat for Foreign Affai Arsene Vozne
ciens) 1, to the ‘‘Ne (1l byt ere tra ted
from the ‘‘Ni¢ Yorker V zeitung of December
B:

Our policy in the Orient has already been stated
in the péace decree unanimou dopted at the

gession of October 26, 1917, of the A Russian Con

gres of Worke , Soldiers’, and Peasant }"il—
uties. The Il.p'yi.fi regime created in the Kast a
,\])"l‘l.l‘ sort of hidden annexation, based upon so-
called rights of l;HM*[u;:w“‘u'x“‘ sions,”” or, a T;."\’
used to be called, ‘““factories,”” and upon the insti
tution of “4':|[n"w-,1?‘lnk;.” the arrangement by

which persons belonging to foreign countries were

withdrawn from the domestic jurisdiction and

thereby from the laws and regulations of Oriental
countries. Thus imperialist countries, supported by
the armed force which they had at their disposal on
foreign territory, consisting partly of their own
military forces and partly of native organizations
formed on the spot, ereated conditions in the Orien
tal states in which their citizens and their interests
were especially protected at the expense of the
Oriental state. They have their own ‘‘concessions’’;
that is, settle-

ments within which the native population are on the

they have ereated for themselves
level of slaves or even are not permitted to remain
at all.
independence of the authority of the state in which

They have put on the armor of complete
they live, and in this way they have to a certain de-
gree erected an unapproachable citadel from which
they can gradually extend their power over the
subject peoples of the Kast. Although this state of
things may appear to have been sanctioned for cen-
turies, Socialist Russia, from the first days of the
October revolution, has made known to the enslaved
peoples of the Kast that it was not only ready itself
to renounce such rights,”” bhut that it would also
exert all its powers to secure, in union with the
peoples of the East themselves, the abolition of this
erying injustice and to make it possible for them
We have ab-
rogated all secret treaties which the ruling elasses
of Oriental countries had
Government, whether from their own interest or

to win back again their lost freedom.

made with the Czar's

from fear of foreign violence, and by means of
which the masses were kept in subjection for de-
cades and even for centuries. In the same way we
have withdrawn our troops from the occupied ter-
ritory of Persia, and recalled our military instrue-
tors who were in command of a native army for the
protection of the interests of Russian capitaliSts and
the support of Persian absolution.
to China that we renounce the annexations of the
Czars' regime in
the sovereignty of China in those regions in which

We announced
Manchuria, and that we restore
lies the most important channel of trade and com-

munication—the
property of the Chinese as of the Russian people,

Chinese Eastern Railway, the
which has swallowed up many millions of the peo-
ple’s property and for this reason can belong only
to the two peoples and to no one else. We intend
to permit China to acquire the interest of the Rus
sian people
get by the contract that was foreed on China, if
China Russian
people on the construction of the road. We have
recalled all our consular guards which the

(in that railway) even before the date

repays the amount spent by the

Government, and the Kerensky Government like-
wise, had sent to China to maintain the auntoeracy
*and arbitrary power of the old Russian bureau-
eracy.
extra-territoriality of our citizens in China,
golia and Persia.
those contributions which were imposed upon the
peoples of China, Mongolia and Persia under all

It is our purpose to renounce the right of
Mon-
We are ready to renounce all

y the old Russian Government
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arisen a movement

which rgeards the creat of

to our Soviets, as the

demoecratic organs, similar
only means of salvation from the yoke of foreigners
and of the l‘|||i||1_: classes who have sold them to

the foriegners. In south China, with its more
awakened population, open revolution already rages,
and we have ourselves received l"‘t't'H]"\ the admis-
sion of the leaders of this movement that the faet
of the eight months’ existence of a Socialist

2ov-
ernment in Russia is alone sufficient to convince
the peoples of the East that they, too, need such a
new, firm order of society. There in the Far East,
also, the people are struggling against the secret
treaties that have been forced upon them. The rep
resentatives of revolutionary China have given pub-
lic notice to all the democracies of the wor!d that
China does not

recognize the recently-concluded

alliance with a neighboring power—a treaty which
robs ithe Chinese people of the right to determine
for itself its own destiny and draws it irresistibly
into the bloody war.

Intelligible also is the great influence which the
Russian revolution has had upon the capitalist sys-
Already

there was a rising of the working masses of Tokio.

tem in Oriental countries. in February,
The movement was nipped in the bud by the Jap-
anese Government, and five of the most important
representatives of the embryonie Social-Democratic
The

exerted itself morst zealously to precent any pub-

party were arrested. Japanese censorship

Our revolution-
ary Sibervia is still threatened with

licity regarding events in Russia.
foreign inter-
ference, and since April 5, moreover, a Japanese
detachment has occupied Russian soil. But in Japan
the struggle for the right of the people to deter-
mine their own destiny is slowly and surely begin
ning, and this strugele has also already had results
The

be regarded as the author of the

m the struggle over intervention in Russia.

man who must
Japanese intervention policy—a representative of
the dying but still strong feudal

.\lul!nh)_ the

system, Count

former ambassador to Russia, who
stands in close relation with the Russian reaction-
ary ‘‘emigres’’ who have fled to Japan—was obliged
to leave his office. Today, the chief opponents of
intervention are the moderate liberal elements who
would, indeed, be glad to get from us certain defi-
nite advantages for themselves by peaceful means,
but who do not wish to ereate in Russia an ever-

]ul.\Yil!'_" enemy of “hrm\n‘i\v\ ‘;ml'-t-\r;m«l

fully that

They

mmterference in Russian affairs might

shape in momentous ways our mutual relations and
:l'&\ll_ }1«1\\i|l‘)_ the I!i\?t\"}' of the whole further de-
velopment of the Far East.

We are ready

who desire

to concede to the Japanese citizens

to develop the natural resources of Si-

beria opportunity to take a larger part g our in-

(]H\H'i:\] .‘Hlll wun'[m'!'ri:ﬂ Hlltn We nlc«".‘ﬁ:'n‘ n?l!'\t':\l S

ready also, in case China will agree, to renounce

our rights to a part of the Chinese Western Railway
and to let Japan take hy pur he southern sub
\idi;lr'}‘ ‘i"v‘\‘ of ‘V'}i\ !‘.Y;‘(i We are \‘l\‘: ”,,,.!;_, to

both ex-

every possible facility in regard to

wares to

port and import of Japanese

tussia We are also ready to renew the commer-

treaty and the fishery treaty

with Japan, the

ter of which is the basis of popular welfare for
"J}h: , the Russian fish being not o1 ‘A‘. the most im-
el « t I the 1« od o 1€ .|; panese 11\.“.;'
t an almost indispensable fertilizer for their rice-
eld The J ipanese Government is informed as to
inte ons of our and a formal exchange of

1lews concerning them has already taken place.
The Japanese people should know this. They
should be aware how far we are !l‘:-i_\ 10 20 10 meet
their wishes and i ficance this has for them
But perhaps it is ret from them, like so

much else that happens in Russia.

Perhaps the Jap-
that the Russian

anese people are not even aware

people are eager to offer them their hands to build

1p Russo-Japanese relations on a sounder and firmer
hasis,

The Japanese publiec should know that if

this is not done, if our outstretched hand is not

taken, the blame falls on those classes in Japan w ho,
knowing all this well, have kept it secret from the
Japanese people for the sake of their own }H‘("[il—
tory interests. If it should happen that Japan, fooled
and blinded by its military class, decides on a reck-
revolutionaries in

less step against the Russian

order to stifle them
Russia will rise like one man to the defence of their

good—the

then the working classes of
greatest and dearest winning of the
Socialist revolution.

[The Paris ‘““Populaire’” of November 10 has a
events in Russia
1917, to November, 1918.]

summary of from November,

LONDON ANXIOUS
LONDON, Jan. 2—Russian affairs are causing
the British foreign office considerable anxiety. says
the Mail. The necessity of formulating a &‘lctini‘te
Allied policy as to Russia is extremely urgent and
it has been decided that the Russian question will
be the first to be discussed at the peace conference.

The International Revolution

(Continued From Page Seven)

have gone through the course of study in the new
proletarian military schools, and other thousands
who have only gone through the hard school of war
itself. Our southern front is the front against the
whole Anglo-French imperialism, against the most
important opponent we have in the world. But we
do not fear this opponent, for we know that it wil’
soon face the struggle with its ‘““internal enemv.’’
Three months ago it waf said that only the ]!;Nf—
crazy Bolsheviki could believe in the German revo-
lution; but today we see how i the course of a few
months Germany has changed from a mighty em-
pire to a rotten tree trunk. The force that has over-
thrown Germany is also working in England. It is

only weak today, but with every step that the E

lish and French advance in Russia, this force will

\T'.'l“:‘\' rise to power .‘111{ \\i” even ill"’Al“iv‘ more

terrible than the Spanish influenza.

The seriousness of the situation must he apparen

"

\ . . ] ] : . .
) every worker who knows what he is aiming at

and he must make the masses see it, too. The mass
of workers and peasants is mature enouch to be
allowed to

know the whole truth. The daneer is

great, but we

must, and shall overcome it, and for
this purpose we must deve ‘H]" and solidify the Red
\

Army without halting. We must make it ten times

1S strong and large as it is Our forees must grow
with every day, and this constant erowth will give
arantee, as before, that international Socialism

e the victor.
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