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Oyster Farming.

EpITOR ‘‘ THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE"':

From early Roman days down to the
present, the oyster has held first place
as a table delicacy. This is dae, not
only to the favoritism of the epicure,
but also, because of its high food value,
and its economy.

An Oyster farm in Texas is far more
valuable than a land farm is; it is also
far more interesting. One might think
it would be an easy matter to farm
water, but the oyster farmer will -assure
you that it is no smap at any stage of
the game. Owing to the long growing
season, and the mild climate, Texas
offers a prolific field for the culture of
oysters. There are so many natural
oyster beds in the numerous lakes,
bays and coves along the coast that the
oyster farmer never lacks seed for the
sowing.

Only a bona-fide resident of the State
of Texas may obtain an oyster farm in
the state. As much as fifty acres may be
located. A small surveying fee of ap-
proximately $10.00, and a yearly rental
of ten cents an acre is paid for the first
five years after which the farmer pays a
yearly rental of twenty-five cents an
acre.

Like the land farmer, the oyster farmer
must first prepare his land, plant his
seed, and harvest his crop. He must
see that there is a suitable bottom for
the cultivation of oysters. This means
a firm substratum overlaid with a soft
bed of mud. A muddy bottom is to be
preferred to a firm, sandy one, as it is
more likely to be stecked with the small
erganisms on which the young, or seed
oysters feed. Even in muddy bottoms
it is necessary to prepare the surface in
some way in order to prevent the oyster
becoming submerged and suffocated in
the soft deposit of mud. In making
new beds man must follow Nature's
plan. Choosing a location free from too
severe currents and supplied with food,
the debris is cleared away and a suitable
bottom or bed is prepared for the ‘“spat”
to light upon. Oyster shells, clam shells,
gravel or sand is strew around, serving
the double purpose of preventing the
young oysters becoming submerged and
affording places to attach themselves.

There are two ways of planting,
either the ‘‘seed’” oysters being used
or the ‘“spat’ which has been caught in
the spawning bed.

Oysters spawn in the spring of the year.
A female usually produces 16,000,000
young, which, at spawning time, are
mere microscopic specks. This may
seem like ‘some family’, but scientists
tell us the oyster has but one chance in a
million to grow up.

After spawning, these tiny, whirling
specks float away from the parent oyster
and swim about until the first appearance
of shell. Then, the free life ceases, and
the minute oyster becomes attached to
some support, and proceeds to develop
his crust or shell. It is henceforth
now as a ‘spat’. A

If the water is warm and the bottom
well-supplied with shells, rocks or other
supports, a good ‘set’ may be expected;
a cold spell will kill the young, and rough
water will drift them out to sea.

Oyster reefs, old banks of oyster shells
and rocks, are furnished by Nature for
a nursery, but the oyster farmer can
make as good a one with limbs
?r[ trees, tin cans, shells, brush and scrap
on.

The ‘spat’, when large enough to be
transplanted, are known as ‘seed’ oysters.
hese may be very small or good sized
ones which will be ready for the market
in_five or six months after bedding.

The seed is sown at the rate of from
three to six hundred bushels per acre.
(t 1s scattered over the-beds as evenly as
possible from boats. = The farms are
as evenly staked out and planned as are
the land farms.

. The oyster farmer has to experiment
0 order to find out the best fattening

grounds. This entails the expenditure
of much time and some capital. The grow-
Ing and fattening conditions may be ex-
ceedingly good but there may be currents
which would carry all the food organisms
away,
¢ Sometimes stockades have to be built
0 protect the oyster beds from the
sh. The thrifty oyster farmer will
f}:me“ his beds by driving stakes into
e bottom close enough to prevent the
Passage of fish between them.
he h'e< fariwer and  fruitgrower thinks
as ai “awful” time of it fighting
pests, but le cam spray and keep them
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EASTLAKE . o e EMPIRE CRUISES 'a_v
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WEST INDIES

AKE your buildings last a

lifetime. Let us show you
the savings made by using

§ORTNIGHTL' SAILINGS

By Twin-Screw Mall Steamers.

SPECTAL PACILITIES FOR TOURISTS.

) “Eastlake” Galvanized Shingles, “Empi' N
Corrugated Iron (for roofing and siding,) “Metallic” Rock and

Naxt Salling from HALIFAR.

R.M.S.P. “Chaudiere,"” May 19, 1916,

Brick Faced and Clapboard Siding, “Halitus” Ventilators, “Acheson” Roof
Lights, “Metallic” Ceihngs, Eavetrough, etc. 168
Write us for information and booklet % on yearsof experience in farm buildinga.

Metallic Roofing Co. Limited, Manufacturers, Toronte and Winnipeg

The Royal Mal Steam Packet Ce.
6758, Granville Street, NALIFAX (xa.)

on vo vua
Local TIOKET AQENOIES.

Men’s Clothing' For Sale

Get your new suit from Catesby's. London,
England, for half what yeu pay locnlyuilor. Best
materials, style, fit guaranteed, or money back.
Write for free catalogue, self m ment form
and patterns. Address:—

CATESBY'S LIMITED, C fiice
119 West Wel ton sme:?.‘l‘d:::nt?l. 1
Mention “Farmer's Advocate'

POTATO INSURANCE

No excuse for not spraying well
and often. Four rows at once,
thorough coating on leaves
and stalk. An acre in 20
minutes. Profits sure.
Can you afford to
take the chance
of losing your
crop?

4-ROW
SPRAYER

Made In Canada
FREE to potato-growers,
48-page book, “Money in Potatoes.”
CANADIAN POTATO MACHINERY
CO., Limited, GALT, ONT.
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Your Floors Need Paint

Paint preserves the wood. Paint keeps
floors sanitary and healthful. Painted floors make
the rooms bright and cheery. Painted floors are
easily cleaned—a damp cloth keeps them free of
dust and germs. Paint your floors and thus have
them always Spic and Span.

Senour’s Floor Paint

“MADE IN CANADA”

is all ready to brush on—anyone can applg it
evenly and smoothly. It gives a hard, durable,
lustrous finish, that stays fresh and bright, and
wears, and wears, and wears. And it costs less to
use than other floor paint, because it covers more

surface and wears longer.

Senour’s Floor Paint comes in 14 beautiful
colors, suitable for every floor in the house from

kitchen to garret.

Write for a color card, and a copy of our
entertaining book, ‘“The House That Jack Built”.
Written for children, but ‘‘grown ups’’ get a lot
of fun out of it. We’ll also give you the name of

our nearest dealer-agent. .
ADDRESS ALL ENQUIRIES TO

cre MARTIN-SENOUR &o.

LIMITED
655 DroLET STREET, MONTREAL.
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