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the mackerel, “and we mig' 
it all before he comes back.

MAKING OUT THE SCHEDULE.

pocket the mackerel of the Tyrrell family. He 
opened?!t, laid it*fiat upon^theJtable'pM'fore him, and 
eliviileelit by imaginary lines into six parts.

“Here,” said he to himself, “are breakfasts for 
six days 1 would it were a week. I like to have 
things' square and even. Had that man Isiught the 
ten-vent fish that I saw offered him, there would 
have been seven portions. Well, perhaps I can 
make it do, even now let me sis* ! A little off 
here and the same off this -ho

At this moment something very strange occurred. 
The mackerel, which had iM*en lying, split open, 
upon its hack, now closed itself, gave two or three 
long-drawn gasps, and then heaving a sigh of 
relief, it Happed its tail, rolled its eyes a little, and 
deliberately wriggling itself over to a pile of ledgers, 
sat up on its tail, and looked at Nkafridge. This 
astounded individual pushed hack his chair and 
gazed with all his eyes at the strange Hsh. But he 
was more astounded yet. when the Hsh spoke to 
him. “ Would you mind." said the mackerel, mak­
ing a very wry face, “getting me a glass of water ? 
I reel all of a parch inside."

Skarridpe mumbled out some sort of an assent, 
and hurried to a table near by, where stood a 
pitcher and a glass, and Hlling the latter lie brought 
It to the mackerel. “ Will you hold it to my 
mouth?” said the Hsh. Stephen complying, the 
mackerel drank a good half of the water.

“There," it said, “that makes me feel lletter. I 
don’t mind brine if I can take exercise. But to lie 
perfectly still in salt water makes one feel wretched. 
You don’t know how hungry I am. Have you any 
worms convenient ?”

" Worms !" cried Stephen, “ why, what a ques­
tion! No, I have no worms.”

"Well,” said the Hsh, somewhat petulantly, 
“ you must have some sort of a yard or garden ; go 
and dig me some."

" Dig them !" cried Stephen. “Do you know it’s 
winter, and the ground's frozen ail’d the worms 
too, for that matter ?"

“I don’t care anything for all that," said the 
mackerel. “Go ymi and dig some up. Frozen or 
thawed, it is all one to me now ; I could eat them 
anv way.”

The manner of the Hsh was so imperative that 
Stephen Skarridge did not think of disobeying, lut 
taking a crowbar and a spade from a pile or agri­
cultural implements that lay in one corner of the 
room (and which bad at various times been seized 
for debts), lie lighted a lantern and went down into 
the little hack garden. There he shoveled away 
the snow, and when he reached the ground he was 
obliges! to use the crowbar vigorously before lie 
could make any impression on the frozen earth. 
After a half-hour’s hard labor, lie managed, by 
most carefully searching through the earth thrown 
out of the hole he had made, to find live frozen 
worms. These* lie i-oiisieleml a sutticiemt me-al for 
a Hsh whie-h would scarcely make* seve*n meals for 
himse-lf, ami so lie* threw down bis implemidita and 
went inte» the* house*, with his lantern, his live* 
froze-n worms, and twice* as many fre*ze*n Itngeix. 
When he* reached the* Imttoin of the* stairs lie was 
evrtain that he* lu-arel the murmur of voice's from 
above. He* was te-rritle-el. The voices e*ame from 
the room where nil bis treasures lay ! Could it Ik* 
thii'ves ?

Extinguishing his lantern a nil taking off 
bis shoes, he softly crept up the* stairs, lie* 
had not epiite* e*|ose*el the* desir of the* mean 
whe*n he* le*ft it, and lie* e eudel now look 
through an opening which commanded a 
view of the* whole* apaitnieuit. Anil such a 
sight now me*! his wide-stretched **ye*s !

In his chair his own arm-chair by the* 
table, there sat a elwarf, whose* head, as 
large* as a prize* cabbage, was plae*t*el upon a 
lieicVy se> small as not to be* notice-able*, anil 
from which elepenile-el a pair eif little* le*gs 
appe-aring like* the* roots eif the* he>forc-nieu- 
tiomd vegetable*. On the* table, busily 
e-ngageel in elusting a day-book with a pen­
wiper, was a fairy, no more* than a foot 
high, and as pretty and graceful as a queen 
of the* lialled vie-we-el from the* divas cire-le. 
The mackeii'l still leaneel against the* pile of 
ledgers; and oh horror! upon a great 
iron Imx, in one corner, there sat a giant, 
whose* he*ad, liael he* stooel up, would have* 
re-ached the lofty e-eiling!

A chill, colder than the frosty e*arth ami 
air outside e-oulel cause, ran through the* 
frame* of Stephen Skarridge, as be* crouched 
by tbe crack of the* door and looked upon 
these* ilmielful visitors. And their 1*011 ver­
nation, of which he* e*imill he*ar distinctly 
every word, caused the* freezing perspira­
tion to trickle* in ie*y globule-s elown his 
back.

“ He*’s gone to ge*t me* some* worms," saiel 
as well settle 
For my part

I’m very sure of what I have liven saving."
“Oh, ye*s," said the* dwarf; “there can Im­

ho doubt about it at all. I believe it, every

“Of course* it is so," said the fairy, standing upon 
the day-book, which was now well elustid ; “e*viry- 
bedv knows it is."

“It couldn’t be otherwise»," said the* giant, in a 
voice like thunder among the pines; “we’re* all 
agnail upon that.”

“They're mighty jMisitive* about it, whatever it 
is, ' thought the* trembling Stephen, who continued 
to look with all his eyes anil to liste-n with all his

“Well,” saiel the* dwarf, Inming lme*k in the chair 
anil twisting his little le*gs amuml e*ae*h other until 
the*y lookeil like a rope's e*nd. “ l>*t us arrange* 
matters. For my part, I would like to sei* all 
ere Miked things inaele* straight, just as quickly as 
IMissible*.*’

"Ho woulil I," saiel the* fairy, sitting down on the* 
ilav-lsHik, and e*rossing her dainty satin-coveml 
ankles, from which she* stooped to brush a trifle* of 
elust ; "I want to se»e* everything nice, and pretty, 
and just right."

" As fen* me,” saiel the mackerel, “ I'm sonu'wliat 
divided in my opinion, I mean but whatever yem 
idl iigrei* iqMin will suit me, I’m sure*."

"Them," saiel the* giant, rising to his feid, anil 
just escaping a violent contae*t of his he*ael with the* 
e-eiling, “le*t us ge*t to work, and while we* are* 
alsmt it we-'ll make* a clean sweep of it."

To this the* others all gave assent, and the* giant, 
after moving the* mackerel to one corner of the* 
table*, ami reipiesting the* fairy to stanel 
beside the Hsh, spre-ad nil the* tedge-i-s ami 
elay-biMiks. anil cash, anil bill, ami memo­
randum iMieiks upon the* table, ami opened 
the*m all at the first page.

Then the elwarf cIiiiiIniI iqi on the table* 
and took a pern, anil the fairy eliel the* same*, 
ami they both se*t to work as hard as they 
could, te’i take* an ae-e-ount of Htephem Skar- 
rielge*’s |M»sse*ssions. As soon as e*ither of 
them hail adeled up two page's the giant 
turned over the* leaves, and he hail to In- 
very busy about it. so ae-tivi- was the* elwarf, 
who had a sple-neliel be-ael for accounts, and 
who bail balanced tin* same* be-ael so long 
upon his little* le*gs that he* liael no manm-r 
of eliHIciiltv in lialane-ing a fe*w lulgia**.
The* fairy, tes», ran up ami elown the* 
columns as if she* we*re* elam-ing a measure 
in which the only movements were “For­
ward one!" ami “ Bae*kwaiil one I" ami she*
Sot over her business nearly as fast as the* 

warf. As for the* inacke*ii*l, he e*i»uld not 
add up. but tin* fairy told him what figures 
she had to carry to the* next column, anil 
In* remembered the*m for her, and thus 
In-hied he r a great ele*al. In le*ss than half 
an hour the* giant turned over the last page* 
of the* last iMsik, and the* dwarf put down 
on a large* sliei't of fiMi|se*ap the* sum-total 
of Stephen Hkarri<lgi*'s wealth.

The* fairy miel out the* sum, and the* woe­
ful listene-r at the* elisir was fomil to admit 
to himself that they liael got it exactly

"Now, then,” said the giant, "here is the* 
re*nt list. 1s t us make out the* scheilule."
In twe-nty minutes the* giant, tin* elwarf ami 
the fairy the* last muling out the* names

of Stephen's various tenants, the* giant stating 
what amounts he* ilei-med the* due* of each one, and 
the elwarf nutting down the* sums opposite their 
name's bail made* out tbe* scheilule*. aril tin* giant 
ivnel it over in a voice* that ailmitle-el of no inattedi-

“ Hurrah !" s* id the* elwarf. “That’s elone*, anil 
I'm glael, ' and lie* ste-ppul lightly from tin* table* to 
tbe* arm of tin* e-hair, anil them "elown to tin* sent, 
ami jumped to the floor, balancing bis licael in the* 
most, wonderful way, as In* |M*rformed tlie-sc agile

“ Ye»s," saiel the* mackere'l, “ it's all right, though 
to be* sure* I'm sonn-wbat iliviilul 

“Oh! we won't re*fer to that now," saiel the giant :
" le*t bygone's be* bygones."

As for the* fairy, she* elieln't say a worel, but sin* 
list Isiunced on tin* top of the* elay-liook that she* 
mil elusted, anil whie*h now lay closed near the* edge* 

of the* table*, anil she* elam-eil siicb a charming little* 
fttntaittir tbat eve-rylndy gaze-el at ln*r with de-light.
Tin* giant stoo|sil ami o|te*neil bis mouth as if lie* 
ex|Hi*ted be*r to whirl lie*i*ae*lf into it wbe*n she* was 
done; and tin* mai'ki-re-l was initially moved to 
te-ars. ami tried to wipe- bis e*ye*s with bis (in. but it 
was not long eiiougb, ami so tin* te*ars rolled elown 
ami bareli'inil into a white* e*rust on tin* given baize* 
which coveml the* table*. Tbe* elwarf was on tin- 
He Mir, anil he* just stead still on bis little* (im-s, as if 
In* hail Itei'it a great top ele-ail asle*e*n. Kve*n Nte*nhe*n, 
though In* was te-rribly agitateil, thought thee lance 
was tin* most henntiful thing In* bail e*ver si*i*n. At 
length, with a whirl which made her le*e»k like* a 
snow-ball on a pivot, sin* stopped stiM-k-still, staml- 
ing on one* ten*, as if she* liael falle-n from the sky 
ami hail struck upright on tin- elay-hook.

“Bravo! bravo!" cried tin* elwarf, and you enuld 
hear his little* hamls clapping be*ne*ath bis be-ael.

“Hurrah!" cried the* giant, anil In- brought his 
gmit palms toge-tbe-r witli a e-lap that rattled the* 
window-|iane*s like tin* re|s»rt of a cannon.

"Very nice! ve*ry nie*e*, imleid !" saiel tin* mack­
erel. “Though I’m rather di 

“Oh, no, you’re not!" i-rieil tin* fairy, making a 
suddey joyful jump at him, anil putting lie*»* little* 
ham! on his somewhat distorted anil mlainly very 
ugly mouth. “You're* nothing of tin* kind, ami 
now h*t’s have him in here ami make him sign. Do 
you think he will elo it?" saiel she, turning to the* 
giant. That mighty inelivielual doubled up his 
real right list like a trip-hammer, and he opened 
is gfe-at left hand, as harel ami soliel as an anvil, 

and ne brought the two together with a sounding 
whang !

“Yen,” said lu*. "I think he will.”
“In that nisi*," saiel the* elwarf, “we might as 

we*ll call him."
“I sent him afted* some* worms." saiel the* mae-k- 

«*re*l, "but In* lias not lsi*n all Ibis time getting 
tin-in. I shoulel not wonele-r at all if he* liael be*en 
listening at the* ilesu* nil the while.”

“ We-’ll SIM III se-ttle* that," saiel the* elwarf. walking 
rapielly across the* room, his liniel rolling from siele* 
to side, but still pre-sed-ving that aelmininle* hulam-e* 
for whie*h it was so justly noted. When lie* re*ae*heil 
tbe eh Mir be pulled it w’iele* ope*ii. anil the*re* stooel 

MMir Sti-iibe*n Skarridge*. trembling from be-ael to 
not, witli the* Hve* freeze»!! worms firmly grasped in ^ 

his hands.
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