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THE UPWARD L
One of Cod's Angels

vHE Lord gave, and the Lord hath
X taken away: blessed be the
name of the Lord.—Job }:21

Have you had one of God's own
angels In your home for two and a
balf happy . years? Those that have
Dover had one could have no concep.
ton of the Joy over such a ong Then
God took her,

At iz8t, In the bitter griel und tor
rible miesing, the heart refuses to be
comforted. One cannot put away the
thought of the planned for ang the
anticipated years, of what that Hittle
one was to do and be. But one must
know, thet in some way, in God's

e

il be realized
en, too, there are the glad ung
precious memorfes, that wil) last
one's lifetime, of the glad and pre-
clous days she was with us, Can you
imagine what 1'fe would be now w ith
» out these metr ories?

With deep gratitude we can thank
Him for the joy and the &ladness she
brought us. If we had not had her,
We could have had no conception of
the joy and happiness that life holds
in the possesston of little children

We can thank Him for the wonder-
ful influence on our own lives, of
that little life so far. She has guided
us and led us, and given us such a
knowledge of higher and deeper and
nobler longings and hopes and de
sires, to develop the best that is
within us. Though life will have many
desolate moments without her, yot
how mueh more grandly fuil it is, and
will alwoys be, on account of her

B/ with us, “Blessed be the

e LoM."—1. H

N.

What the Year Ha; ;raugh( Us

With th: Household Editor.

OW quickly time speeds by, It

{ seems but a few ghort weeks

since we were greeting the year
7. and now it has sped from us. In
the morning of life we are apt to
ahead, and think our time on
earth is apt to be very long. As we
Erow older, however, the whoels of
time seem to apoed faster and faster,
80 that one Christmas searcely Passos
before we realize that another one s
upon us. A year of unknown possi.
bilities lios before us, We cannot 1ft
the vell from one of the 365 myater-
ieh come to
meel us in winele file Pprocession.
But when the right moment comes,
God Himself will Nft the vell, True,
A new year begine every day, but we
are only in the habit of counting them
as calendar years. At the beginning
of the calemdar year many engaged in
business purenits alm to balance thelr
Accounts. Some of uk also try to
balance our Iife accounts, and all the
world takes a frosh hold and bogins
to count the days over again,

In looking over the past year, we
Are naturally led to wonder what we
have learned. 1t §s a good thing to
take a vearly inventory of one's ns-
Sets, labilitles and  future posaibill.
ties, cataloeuing the mistakes as well
a8 the suoneseas for future reference.
What has 1917 taneht us about con.
serving time valnes, mind values,
strongth values amd soul values—the
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things by making use of time which
befora the outbreak of hostilities was
oftentimes squandered. There is still
mueh for us to learn, however, regard
ing time values,

Then comes mind values. The year
1917 has taught us to think more sert-
ously—to fhink less of frivolity and
more of the worth-while things. When
Wwe commence to think seriously we
Are also improving our minds. A
great philosopher once said “My
mind to me a kingdom s, and the
berson who pays some attention to
sloring the mind, keeping it active
and outreaching, unconsclously fulfills
this idea more and more as time
Passes, and mental pleasures take the
place of the more aotive ones of youth,

thus proving a wonderful asset in
mature life.

Probably, too, the majority of us
have learned something during 1917
about strength valyes There have

been so many calls for help of varl-
ous kinds and go many ways in which
we have been anxious to “do our bit"”

that we have perhaps had & tendency
to forget our physical limitations
We should not measure our tasks and

duties by what others ean do or what
they think we ought to do, but by
what we know we can de without
overtaxing the body. Health is one of
our most valuable resources, yet too
often t Is not valued until it 1s Jost
throuzh _ignorance or overtaxing of
our bod:

And what about sonl values? Times
like the presant bring out the best
and the worst there fs In mankind
Selfish greed and lust, on the one
skde, debase man Into the class of the
lower animals: while dhivalry, nobil
Ity and unselfishness, on the other,
crown him with that true nobility
which makes it possile for the sorely-
bereaved ones to proudly lift their
heads, realizing in a new ana per.
sonal manner that living truth which

@ of Galllee spake when He said
'ater love hath nc man than this
that he lay down bis life for his
friend.”  Has 1917 not been teaching
us that gold is purified by fire, that
Apparent calamities frequently prove
blessings, and to litt our eves with
hope in an earnest gaze for the first
glimmer of a brighter day?

Some of the events of 1917 have
taught us to think more serfously and
to study more about Scripture pro-
Dhesies and the relation of the events
of today with Christ's second com-
Ing.” This is particularly true in con-
nection with Jernsalem falling into the
hands of the British. It was prophe-
sled that Jernsalem would he down
trodden by the Gentiles until the
“times of the Gentiles were fulfitled,”
and that Jerusalem would then be
given back to the Jews Indleationa
would lead us to believe that prophesy
is being fulfilied at the present time

Has 1917 not taught us also to ap-
preciate to a greater extent the trye
Soirit of Christmas—the spirit of love,
devotion and true unselMishness? 1t we
could all catch and reflect the elory
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and joy of God t 1918, the
year would stand out Itke a star in
history. Hamoiness s a very import-
ant part of Christianity. As someons
has mald: “In Christianky the firat
thing necessary is cheerfulness, the
second {s cheerfulness, and the third
Is chearfulnems.” None of us are so
instenificant that our example has no
force or our acts no power for good
or evil,

There s an old saying, and a true
one, that “The room for Improvement
18 the lareest room in the world.” No
mattor what we may have aceom
Plished during 1917, we can do still
better tMs year. And shall we not
*exnect greater things of ourselves?
Who dares claim that he is all he
micht be? Life Is full of Tresh opnor.
tunities and hidden forces and glad
surprises. It is the unexpected that
I8 always coming to pass. o ono
knows what 1 day may bring forth,
and therefore the way In always open
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