to know what their revenue is likely to be
until the close of the year, when theexpen fi-
ture has all been incurred. Kven up to
within a week of the close of the church
year 1 feared that nearly all of the schemes
were to be behind, Tu give an illusiration
of the difficulty of forming an estimate of
what is likely to be got. The receipts for
Home Missions in February, 1903, were
abnzrmally large because of a special appeal
then made. 1 estimated that we might
receive as large an amownt in February this
year, though this was doub ful. As a matter
of fact instead ot $41,000, (the amourt got
in February last year,) we this year received
upwards of $56,000 that month. The result

of the year's work should call forth devout |

gratit de to God upon behalf of the whole
church. I desire 10 express grateful thanks
to the many generous tricnds who so liberally
contributed 10 bring abiut the result and to
the large number of ministers to whose
influence and help we are so greatly ine
debied, At the same time it is well to state
that had all ministers and congregations
responded as so many have done, the receipts
of the year would have been at least filty per
cent greater than they are.  The work of
the church is expanding in every direction
and tne Committees are undertaking liabili-
ties for this new year considerably in excess
of those of the past. To insure sufficient
funds to meet these liabilities it is very much
to be desired than in every congregation and
mission station of the church, there shou d
be some systematic plan adopted to raise
money, and that instead of delaying until the
Jast month of the year, steps be immediately
taken to secure contributions. It is not
necessary to state that people generally will
contribute a much larger sum if they are
asked to do so weekly or monthly than if
they are only asked to do so in one payment
towards the close of the year. With the
hearty co-operation of ministers and sessions
the amount raised by our church for its
mission and benevolent work can, without
difficulty, easi'v be doabled.
Toronto, March 14, 1904. R.H.W,

Echoes From Our Pulpits.
A King's Daughter,

Speaking in Knox church, Hamilton,
under the auspices of the Y. W. C. A, he
remarked :  W.man's glory, was her
womanheod. No matter what else she had,
unless she had true womanhood, she had
nothing. The peculiar characteristics of
womanhood were puiity of heart and life,
gentleness, ¢ nsideration, spirituality, Queen
Victoria's greatest royalty was the grace of
her charcier. Woman's sphere was her own,
She was not undeveloped man,  The glory
of manhood was its majesty, of womanhood
its grace.  Her sweetness and moral height,
her gracious household ways, her power to
uplift society were woman's sphere.  Her
influence was enormous. Endowed with
true womanhood she was life's fragrance,
strength and anchor. The place for her
influence was the home, but she also could
do great good in benevolent and philantro-
phic work  The family was the fundamental
principal in a woman’s Lfe.  Society had
gone crazy, and the women must get it bick
toits pr. per place. He touched, m passing,
on gambling, drinking and other social vices.
The modern conception of society seems to
be that its object is pastime and gossip. It
was in woman's power to bring it back and
make it pure and up'ifing.  Woman should
enforce the same law and life for man as
woman,  Woman without Christ he consid-
ered o« monstrosity, for all tha' she has she
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to come out for Christ and the home,
A Wonderful Book,

Speaking of the B bic ata mecting of the
British and Foreign Bibl: S wiety in Toronto,
Rev. Robert J shasion -, D.D, of Montreal,
sud there were three predominating features
about it—it" unity, its vitality and its adapta-
bility. Under the first head, though the
matter composing the Scriptures covered
1500 years, and came from many minds,
from many lands and from many ages, the
same divine insprration still pervades the
whole. As a proof of the vitality eof the
Bible, man of vast intellect in every age had
attempted to overthrow its teaching Neither
the genius of a Voltaire nor a Pune had yet
succeeded in doing this,  Iis adaptability is
evidorzed by the fact that the Bible is the
only ! ok that can be translated imto differ-
ent laguages without losing any of its charm
of language.

A Crisis in India.

Rev. Dr. Wilkie, returned Missionary,
who preached in MacKiy and Erskine
churches on Sunday, says Inliais at the pre-
sent time at a crisis i1 her history,  Whaat
direction her futare will take will depend
largely on what the Briush people do within
the next few years to win the land ftor
Christ,

He points out that while the country is
still steeped in the worst sort of superstition
and misery there are many signs which go
to show that the masszs of the peple are
looking for something different than they
have.

The caste system is likely in time, if
Christianity is systematically preached, to
make India Christian. The low caste
natives who are about three quarters of the
whole population are becoming greatly dis-
satisfied with their lot. Under the caste
system, a man who is born a boot maker
must live and die a boot maker. He cannot
rise in the social scale.  Branminism teaches
that afier some 4,800,000 rebirths a low
caste native may nse to be a Brahmin or
high easte, but when the 1w caste natives
see other low caste who adopt Christianity
secure well paid positions under the British
government they begmn to think that it was
time that the caste system was abolished.

So to-day there is a strong tendency on
the part of the low caste natives to throw
themselves wholesale into Christianity, The
high caste natives discourage the education
of the low castes The low castes know
that under Christianity they will get it To
day the low castes are up in arms against
the Brahmins. Christians everywhere <houid
pray th t the door be n t suddenly closed in
India as the result of the present war in the
far east.

Dr. Wilkie adds that one of the brightest
signs that woman in India will in time be
emancipated from her degraded position, s
the movement of educated young men to
have educated wives, As the result of the
aemands for educated wives, gitls’ schools
are springing up all over India. As the
tendency of Hinduism is to break up tamily
life, the move towards the education of
women will be another blow to priestcralt
and superstiton,

Preclousness of the Bible.

On “Bible Sunday” Rev. K. W. Panton,
M.D., preached a sermon on the **Precious-
ness of the possession which we have in the
Bble.”

1. It is precious because it is from God.
The not lor th characer and the pr f under
the genius of the man who gives his fellow-
men a great work the more valuabi= it 15
their eyes, Since this is a principle that
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applied to God, owr Heavenly Father, as the
author of this blessed Bible.  Our God is a
God of infinite wisdm. This word was
suited to all classes and conditions of man
and as H: was of infinite love its truths have
come down through the ages as a benedic-
tion to cheer and inspire the hearts of men
thiough all time.

2 It is precious because of its illumina:
ting power,  Peter says, “Ye do well to take
heed to it as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place,” The preacher then went on to
quote the benighted aondition that prevailed
among the chidren of man, a darkness so
obscare in the carlier ages that nothing but
this revelation was able to shape. Nor do
we require to look far bick in the world's
history 1n order to see the glorious illuminat-
inz power of God's word. Compare
Christian England with any nation where
this Word has never found entrance, and we
are m de at once to sce its transforming
power over the hearts and lives of men,

3. Because it is a certain revelation, and
up n this its importance centres:  For what
after a!l, al'hough the word is ranscendent
in its conceptions, if we are not certain
as to its source, If it be not from
G d then with one blow its authority
is destroyed and its teachings  will
drop to the level of those of Socrates,
Piatsy or Bacon. It is no wonder,
therefare that the church, early in her his-
tory, through her councils, prayerfully sought
to settle the important matter of the Canon
of Scriptures.

Perhaps the inspiration of Scripture, has
never been attacked with such tury as during
the last twenty-Rve years by those who are
designated the higher critics.  These men
have brought the profoundest scholarship
and the keenest scrutiny to the word of God
to try to discover the slightest flaw. But
after all it is discovered that while there are
some slight errors, every fundamental truth
stands in its integrity. Here the preacher
enlarged on the preciousc -« of the Bible as
referning to man's future ¢ tiny.  Since all
that has heen said is true, concerning God’s
Word, how precious ought we to regard it
who have been so richly favored by its pos-
session, an1 how glad we should be to have
it in our power to send its good tidings to
those who are still in the dark places of the
earth. .

The controversy about the use of a Com-
munion cup commor to all communicants is °
extending in Germany, and, in the absence
of more important topics, is creating consid-
erahle sir in ecclesiastical circles, It has
become quite a usual occurrence for congre-
gations to hold meetings to discuss the evil
conseqences followiug on the use of a
common chalice, and it is to be feared that
the fewer the communicants in a congrega-
tion the greater the interest taken in this
question .
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People who feel an inclination, as most
do, to “read up” on Japan, Korea, and
Russia and their relations and entangle-
ments, will find in Tue Living Ace for
March § a very serviczable classified list,
several pages long of the freshest and
most accessible books on these countries,

The article on **The Most Corrupt City
in the Weorld” which I'ne Living Ace for
February 20 reprints trom 7he National
Review, accords the doubtful distiaction
expressed in the title to Philudelphia and *
cites an abundance of evidence to justily




