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Vov proor of the inltcr rend rlie foMowing, " Troinde, h\
reburaj;endis, ^\ e.'l nobis perfpicicnda Dei volunfas quam
veibo iuo declnnt. • Fiirthcrmore, in our dain^rs thut will

of God is to be lbllf)wed, which we have exprelsly dcojarcfl
to us in the zvt^rd of God."* Hooker, whole name yoti ititro-

duce moic than once with-profoiind rcfpei:!, and who was :\

r/^/r/ epifcopalian, fays of Calvin, "\ think him the wifi-ifc

man the French Chinch did enjov, fince the h(/iir it enjoyed
him. His brint^in^ up was tn the (hidy of thd civil law. Di-
vine knowledge he «j;athcRd, not by heaving or reading, fa
much as by teaching others. For though th >ulandsVere
debtorsto him, as toucln, ;j knowleflge in that kind

; yet hcj

to none, but only fo Cod, rhc author of that molt blelled
fountain, the Book of LilV- ; and of the admirable dexterity
of wit, together with the'h-lp of other Jearning, which were
hisguixJcs." And in the tame preface to his Ecclefiafiiffal

Polity he alio fays, " Two things of principal moment therfs

are which have (lef(rvf(i/i/ procured him honour tJiroughoui
the zcor/(l; the one his exceeding pains in compofing the
hijlilutions of Chri^ian JMlginn ; ihe other, his no let'i

jnduflrious travels for expolition of Holv Scripture according
unto the fame InJIiliitions."' Such was my " progenitor
Calvin" in the opinion of onp who was not warped by pre-
judices againft the very nnma of that Reformer, becaufc of
the anflerify of thofiS^|inets which are afcpbed to him, though
id reality taught bt Wher long before Calvin appeared;
and becaufc of his fuppofed conne6tion with thn Kirk, though
in reality he had as much fo do with the Church.

The only fpecimcns of your critical powers with which
you have favored us, involve both errors and fallacies. You
may call us Prefl)yterinus for any reafon you pleafe, for we I

certainly do not admit of the aut'hority of Biftiops as diftin6l

from, and fuperior to, Vrejhyicrs. Kay, we maintain thatj

by attending to the original meaning of the words, Prr/hyter,

is a more honourable deh'gnation than BiJJiop. The one is

exprclTive of authority, the other of duty ; Prefbyfer implies

the dignity and power of a rn/cr, Bilhop conveys the idea of
ieor/c, or of executing a prefcrihed iajk.—Your remarks on

* Ir.fiit. X. 17. 5. Article Seventeenth.
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