
350 A woman's reason.

She spentthe week with the Butlers, who were nowtoo well used to her eccentricity to attempt any protestagainst this new phase of it. They had all reconc ledthemselves to her refusal of Lord Rainford ; even MarianRay had accepted the inevitable, and^she and Helen hada^ ong quiet talk about the matter, in which therf^U^^

about k^'^nHM^"^ 'T/1 ^^^^^ quarrel betweeJtherJabout It, and Marian told her the latest news of him and
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her v/.th a manly self-abnegati'on which per-mitted no question of her conduct throughout.

.r.A ' .^'^T^ generous," said Helen, witha sigh-

JhatZt^T^^^r^!? ^^^^ ^^y which' made herlei^at the word was hardly adequate. She had gone withMarian, who wished to give some instruction! about apicture she wa^ having framed, to the shop where Helen
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^ir^'-^ble meeting with Lord Rainford; andwhen the business was finished, the proprietor said, with
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looking at some imitation Limoges in the
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«nA 'fT ^^^^?^d bought them after you went awayand said he would send his address; but we've Zvlrheard of him from that day to this, and we don't wani
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proprietor. And as she said nothme

«' WhlTf"^^^ ^"T? ^^^«^" apologetically away
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Why didnt you let me give his address?" asked

v,„ .1. ...'ri'"™ ^^ ''^*"' '"'ended to take them awavhe thought they were hideous," Helon answered She


