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346 PETERBOROUGH'S GENIUS.

first to last, been thwarted and hampered by jealousy,
malignity, stupidity, and irresolution on the part of
the king, his courtiers, and the generals who should
have been the carl's assistants, but who were his rivals,

detractors, and enemies.

It must be owned that Peterborough owed this

opposition in some degree to himself. He was impa-
tient of fools, and took no pains to conceal his contempt
and dislike for those whose intellects were inferior to
his own. His independence of spirit and eccentricity
of manner set the formal German and Spanish advisers
of the king against him, and, although adored by the
officers and men who served under him, he made almost
e\ery man of rank approaching his own who came in

contact withhim his personal enemy. Among the bulkof
the Spanish people of the provinces in which he warred
he was beloved as well as admired, and even to this

day legends of the brilliant and indefatigable English
general are still cur-ent among the people of Catalonia
and Valencia. No man ever served the cause to which
ho devoted himself with greater zeal and sincerity.

He was lavish of his (jwn pri\ate means in its interest,

and, even when his advice and opinion were most
slighted, ho was ready to .sacrifice himself, his rank, and
dignity, to the good of the cause. Had he had the good
fortune to command an army of his own countrymen,
unfettered by others, it is probable that he would
have gained a renown eijual to that of ihe greatest
commanders the worlil has known.
The great services which he had rendered were

warmly felt and acknowledged by the people of Eng-


