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people should iit this n^e. If not l)efore. {jive them-
s»«lvcH to iio(\.

TIkti* in iintiirally nii-w"! jimt hero, the relation of

th'iH p(>rio<l of (liHturbant-e to earlier Christian training

and t<» a child's profeMsion of i.'hristian faith As a
heliev(»r in early piety, in boys ot eijifhf and ten years
hein^ tn-^ ('hristians and eligible forC'hurfh nienibur-

siiip; an». further, in children nurtured in the admon-
ition of the Lord never knowiuff the bejfinnings of

tlu'ir l<»vin>,' faiti' in C'hrist, I must seriously consider

the entrance of th<^ young Chri.itian up<»n this troubl-

<ius time. Concerning this it may Uv said that the
eruptive time comes both to the hid Chr'::tian as vv«»ll

as t«> the Ijul thoughtless. He begins to criticise him-
self and all things. Hitherto his religion has been
based on im it tion and taken on authcu'ity. He has
trustfully accepted the dictum and religious forms of

parent and Church, and nourished himself in their

atmosphere of faith. But now rushes on the era of

(juestioning.and authority and beliefs and ceremonij's.

yea, and his own soul-life are impaled on an interroga-

tion mark. Along with this conu^r. the natural breaking
away from the proprieties of child-life, its haV)its of

Bible reading, Sunday school and church attendai "e,

its demure and feminine attitude towards the esta.-)-

lished order of things. This movement, weak or strtmg
as it m.'y be. is inevitable. It is the growing man
within the boy seeking the man's footing for the

man's faith.

Tlu; Christian boy will come safely through into

Christian numhood if. for one thing, the habits of his

r-digious life have been strengthened in him as a < hild.

An intelligent acquaintance with the BiMe. the prac-

tice of prayer and attachment to the Christian ser-

vices, form a strong boat to carry the soul thi'ough the

surf. Another aid is a warm, frientdy atmosphere of

oldei- Christians. At this time we should '-ease to be
exacting and discouni any sceptical talk, and be

lenient with aberrations of conduct. A ben»'diction on
the on or woiaati who will take time to expltiin and
attcctionately assist in the diHiculties of this period,

and assure ""he troubled one that tlie Saviour of his

childhood ^s his Savioui- still.

The second striking feature of adolescence is the

deri'loptnent of the soctnl histinrt. Fourteen-year-old
is a social animal. They run in flocks and droves, they


