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world once more. tJhe was no longer threatened with
burial beneath the ashes of a dead religion ; she had again
become ber own mistress ; she could go forward to her destiny
as a liberating and justice-dealing power. And u she had
conquered it was solely by the means of that primary educa-
tion which bad extracted the humble, the lowly ones of her
country districts, from the ignorance of slaves, from the
deadly imbecility in which Roman Catholicism had main-
tained them for centuries. Some had dared to say, ' Happy
the poor in spirit !

' and from that mortal error had sprung
the misery of two thousand years. The legend of the bene-
fits of ignorance now appeared like a prolonged social crime.
Poverty, dirt, superstition, falsehood, tyranny, woman ex-
ploited and held in contempt, man stupefied and mastered,
every physical and every moral ill, wert! the fruits of that
Ignorance which had been fostered intentionally, which had
served as a system of state politics and religious police.
Knowledge alone would slay mendacious dogmas, disperse
those who traded and lived on them, and become the source
of wealth, whether in respect to the harvests of the soil or
the general florescence of the human )nind. No ! happiness
had never had its abode in ignorance ; it lay in knowledge,
which will change the frightful field of material r.nd moral
wretchedness into a vast and fruitful expanse, whose wealth
from year to year culture will increase tenfold.

Thus Marc, laden with years and glory, had enjoyed the
great reward of living long enough to see his work's result.
Justice resides in truth alone, and there is no happiness apart
troin justice. And after the creation of families, after the
loundation of the cities of just work, the nation itself was con-
stitutetl on the day when, by decreeing integral education for
all Its citizens, it showed itself capable of practising truth and

THE END
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