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PRESS CLIPPINGS

=—’——‘———"1 Mr. Gladstone’s

Papers Fill |
750 Volumes

By a Special Correspondent of the

THE trustees of the British

Museum appealed to Mr.
Gladstone, as long .ago as 1887, to
allow hisg papers and correspond-
ence to find their final resting
place with them “on any terms
and conditions he might impose”.
His reply has not been recorded,
but in 1929 the hopes of the
trustees were realized when his
son, Henry Gladstone, afterwards

Lord Gladstone of Hawarden,

 presenfed them, on behalf, of the

Gladstone Trustees, to the mu-|time
seum. :

The muniment room at Haw-
arden was speedily dismantled
and its 300,000 documents des-
patched in two large vans to
Bloomsbury, where they were
placed alongside the papers of
Gladstone’s former chief, Sir
Robert Peel.

Some 50,000 of these papers
were not retained by the mu-
seum authorities and the collec-
tion was thus left at its preseni

litical and social history
Victorian era. This work, with
index of some 20,000 headings,
has now been completed and has
resulted in a formidable array of
750 wvolumes. Nearly two-thirds
are devoted to the statesman’s
enormous correspondence with all
sorts and conditions of men and
women.
i * ’ * »
gI'r has been said that a man’s
character, may be judged by the
books he reads. If this be so, how
‘much more true is it of the letters
he writes, though reading be-
tween the lines may at times be

is borne out lndtl;:man nature
: itself at its highest and,
alas, at its lowest.

phy” are among the Iletter-
writers, Naturally for one€ whose

first and last Cabinet colleagu

»~" Office of

" The Prime Minister
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as Prime Minister, from 1858 to=—

his last in 1894. Accompanied, as
they are, by memoranda from
other Cabinet ministers they must
prove of high value for the stu-
dent of history.

- Next are the notes, some very
voluminous, for his speeches be-
ginning with “my maiden .speach
at the society” (the Eton Debat-
ing Society) in 1825 and ending
70 years later. Then come the
manuscripts of Gladstone’s lit-
erary output — Homer, Butler,
confributions to magazines, and
articles, some wunpublished, on
subjects of all kinds. They begin
with’ a paper written for the
Essay Club, known as the Weg
from its founder’'s initials, at Ox-
ford in 1830 on the "Compmble'

had given the devotion of a life-

The final section of the Glad-
stone Papers is probably by far
the most important of the whole

years
old—an account, with verse, of
an escape from being killed “by
& madman with a hatchet”.

This is followed by .work at

and Oxford — La

tract my mind so much”. Then
“dear Oxford” and the beginning
of his Parliamentary career.

* . >

LITICAL memoranda—“high- _

ly important”, notes Lord Mor-
ley—are abundanf. Memoranda in
Gladstone’s case were not mere
jotting on a half' sheet of paper,
but frequently extended to close
on 200 quarto pages. The com-
position of inscriptions, and epi-
taphs had a great attraction for
Gladstone, and here are many of
them. :

A series of nearly 200 sermons

written by Gladstone during a|
" period of 30 years for family use |

lie close to records of fore:gn

journeys. Of music he was always |
fond and some of his musical |

compositions, one ‘of which was
heard at Eton a few years ago,
meet- the eye. Singing, too, is
oilen referred to, but Lord Mal-
mesbury's statement that he was
enthusiastic about Negro melo-
dies, especially such as “Camp-
town Races”, needs corroboration.

, | Conversations with, among others,
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Queen Victoria, Prince Albert,
Pius IX, Samuel Rogers, Lord

¢for | Brougham, and leading statesme

are minutely recorded. ;

, Gladstone’s a utobiographical
notes, mostly written during the
last four years of his life, fiil

| two volumes.

No sooner was the announce-
‘ment made that the papers had
reached the British Museum than

*| application to t them came
{in, if not from to Peru, at

least from China o Brazil. A
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