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91n's Don, Showl.ng Constance Collier as Nancy, Marie Dora as Oliver, Nat Goodwifl as
Bil Sykes.

Pagin and Lyn Harding as

Six N-ew Plays in One Week
An Inieresting Group of Lenten Offerings, Including a Dickyens Play

By J. E. WEBBER
Our New York Correspondent

VITH tbe produceion of six new plays, thelirst week of tbe annual Lénten fast took
on tbe proportions of a tbeatrical
"gorge." That terni at least describes

gastronomic sensations of those who were
1ed ta devour aîî six in as mnany days. The
aLable list includes Mrs. 'Fiske, in "Lady
»icia," at the Empire; "Oliver Twist," in thie
e version of J. Comnyns Carr, at the New Ain-
iam; a Pinero coiwedy, "'Preservipg Mr. Pan-
e," with Gertrude Elliatt, at the Lyceum; Mme.
"ne, in Louis N. Parker's "The Lady of

anis," at the Hudson; "The Truth Wagon," a
ýern American comedy at Daly's; and a spaciaus
)(1raina, "The Greybound," at the Astar.
Ers. Fiske's new offerig "Lady Patricia," is by
101f Besier, tlie author of "Don." The story
ýern<s a woman wlio bas married a man pre-
,ably for bis intellectual attractions. Althaugh
luPPlies miost of tbe'cravings of lier heart, there

il1 a romnantic void which a breezy, slangy, prac-
1 youith scems tai fill ta ber satisfaction. Solici-
Sfor hem husband's welf are, should the know-

le Of bis wife's innocent fondness for anather
le ta him, Lady Patricia goes ta great pains ta
ceal lier secret. But it Sa happens that the hus-
d is cammying on a little initrigue on his awn
D1unt. When matters are likely ta came ta a

Ou1s point, the.affairs of the two are taken in

Id by the youth's mnother,,and the father of the
Latuousý girl.

Ma ESSRS. LIEBLER & CO., ta, womi we already
a we "The Garden of All.al," "D iaeli" and

Mme. Simone's visit, are responsible for tbe single
stage contribution ta the Dickens Centenary. Thle
Comyns Carr version used for this occasion is the
one prepared for Beerbohmi Tree's London produc-
tion and differs materially from the older dramatic
versions of the novel. There are five acts. and nine
scenes in the present play, some of the scenes being
reproduced with startling effectiveness. Tbe coim-
pany includes Nat Goodwin in the raie of Fagin;
Lyn Harding-who played the samne 'part in the
London production--as Bill Sykes; Constance Col-
lier as Nancy and Marie Dora in the namne part,
Oliver Twist. From the standpoint of acting, scenic

,effects and literary interest, the piece will rank as
one of the big events of the season.

In the title of his new comedy, "The Truth
Wagon," Hayden Talbot lias pressed a tolerably
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MRS. FISKE,
in -,Lasdy PatrtclL."

familiar colloquialism into new service. The story
bas ta do witl? one John Ross, Jr., who bears a
national reputation as a prevaricator. To please
bis father, who has accepted a nomination for the
Governorship, lie agrees ta go an the trutli "wagon"
for ninety days. At about the saine time hie falîs
in love with the daugliter of a man wba is holding
on tast to a dying newspaper, noted for its hanesty.
He buys out the paper and proposes ta make it live
Up ta its reputation. The circulation of The Truth
increases rapidly, but advertising falîs off in about
tbe samne ratio. The young man's fortune is wiped
out at the end of tbree months as a resuit, but the
sacrifice bas gained for bim tbe respect of the com-
munity and the love of the girl.

"Preserving Mr. Panmure," which had an ex-

tended run at the Comedy Theatre, London, re-
salves itself into a puzzle of wbo kissed the gov-
erness. The off ence is aggravated by the f act that
the gaverness is very pretty and well wortb kissing.
Lt bappened at the country borne of Mr. Panmure,
a weedy, fussy, dense gentleman, wliose chief griev-
ance is that lis yaung wife bas condemned huan to

preacli a sermonette twice a week at family prayers.
In gratitude ta the governess for baving given him

a subject out of the Aro.stolic Encyclapaedia, lie im-
pulsively kisses hier and she refuses ta give him
away. AlI of the ather men in the bouse are sus-
pected by thieir wives and it fin ally devolves upon
Mr. Panmure ta conduet a judicial inquiry., Matters
become sa strained finally tbat tbe private secre-
tary of one of the visitors confesses ta the deed.
This establishes a dangerous-moral precedent ta be
sure, but Pinero lias taken good care not ta give
fussy rnaralists an innings. 'Besides, Miss Gertrude
Elliott plays the part of tbe ggverness-a fact that
in itself would. exonerate Mr. Panmure or anyane
else.

"T- HE Lady of Dreams," adapted by Louis N.
à Parker, f rom Rostand's "La Princesse

Lointaine," places Mme. Simone, an intensely
modemn realistîc actress, in a romantic role. The
play is one of considerable beauty. It tells the
story of the beautiful Princess Melîssanda of Tri-
poli, about wliom. Prince Geoffrey Rudel dreamns
until bis dream becomes ta mucli a part of his if e
that bie starts on a perilous voyage ta Tripoli ta
meet the reality. Arriving at Tripoli, the Prince
is sick nigli unta deatb, and Bertram volunteers ta
go asblore and bring the Princess ta the ship. The
way ta the palace is beset witli many difficulties,
but Bertram finally reaches the Princess, who mis-
takes him for Geoffrey, and a mutual lave springs
up between themf. How Bertram is faithful ta his
friend and bow tbe Prince is rewarded for his pil-
grimage is all told in the play.

Excepting the first act, whicli is laid in the poorer
quarters of- San Francisco* tbe action of "The
Greybaund" takes place on board a transatlantic
liner. Amrong the principal cliaracters of the play
are the mnembers of a band of thieves and swindlers
who are operating on the slip, but wbo are being
watched by a well known detective- agency. The
love staries are provided, one between a detective
and the wif e of one of the crooks,' the other betweeu
a ricli girl and a poor young football player.


