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-le Second Year of Slaughter
SOTHING could be more significant of the tera-

per of the British Empire than the way in
wbicb its cîtizens are facing the second year
of conhlict. There is; nothing resembling

pair to be seen, aithougli the lista of those who
e died for England and freedom are beart-breaking
Ibeir lengtb. Germany is to be conquered, only
,nore men and more munitions, and the supply is
ýe kept up, as long as there is the awful demand.
there is no tbought of peace-nor can there be-

long as the Germans remain -on Belgian soul.
ish women, as weli as their fighting brethren ln
field, are prepared to stand the contest te the

-no matter bhow bitter the struggle may become.

e Fund for Prisoners
>OS'1' of us seem to have made up our minds that

*It is better to risk sending cigarettes and
chocolates te Germans than to miss comfortIng

own soldiers with mucb-needed parcels. The
eus associations for the men who have been
ýln captive by the enemy are in a flourishing con-
)II, that known as the Duchess of Connaught fund
1g especlly well supported. Mrs. Rivers Bul-
ýY, formerly known to many Canadians *as Miss
lYn Pelly, is at the head - f the fund ln England,
is assoclated with the Canadian Red Cross Se-

Y In, England, in the adminlstering for the
oners' benefit.

eWork of Women
711ATEVER wrangllng there n ' ay have been in

years of peace, concerning wernan's place and
'work, -the war bas brought a sudden calm.

rpractical considerations remain, and woman's
k is wiratever ber hand flnds to do, for either
e or country. There is littie need to speculate
Ifter-tbe-'war conditions. The present'can easily
)rb all our energies, and the place for the woman
o-day is wherever she can contribute tôwards
force wbich will win the strife for'llberty and
lization.

BRIN.

Wîith the Red Cross in Russia
ANY Canadian women are serving the Empire

in foreign countriesý, but few bave been called
te do their bit In such rernote and alleu sur-

idings as bas Miss Gertrude Nicol, daugbter of
and Mrs. W. L. Nel, of Vancouver, who, before
g te that city in Its early days were residents
Ziagara Falls. Miss N-Icol is worklng under the
Cross banner in Russia, at Alexandrople, a rnaill

travelling in Russia, and was near. Tiflis. The diffi-
culties whicb at that time were placed In the way
o! travellers were almost insurmountable, and she
promptly decided that instead of making futile en-
deavours to reacb England she would stay where she
was andf direct ber energies toward fitting herseif
for service, and ýshe at once entered a hospital in
Tiflis, wbere she took a course in nursing. She ib
an exceptionally clever lînguist, and during her so-
journ in thbe country had been studying the language
in which allas bad become fairly proffeient, s0 that,
altbough ber examdnations were In Russian, shea
passei tbem successfully, a very dIffîcuit, feat, as any-
one who knows anytblng of thle language will under-
stand.

For the past tbree rnontbs Miss Nicol bas been
working under the Russian Red Cross Society and was
stationed In Tiflis until lately, whben shle, was sent te
Alexandrople. Writinig of ber flrst impressions thero
she says:i

"Alexandreple lis a queer littIe place, as niuch Ilke
one of -Dur praiie towns as it is possible for an Orien-
tai town te be lkeh a Western one. It is sltuated on a
plateau in the mounttins at an altitude of four thou-
sanfi feet. The population ds comp-osed almost en-
tirely of Armenians, but the rnilitary -element ls, o!
course, Russian. The -barracks, wbich la known as
ýCossacks' Post,' is a short distance frorn the town.
There are tbirty-eigbt buildings already ln use and
stil many more to be fitted up. As thiis 18 a receiv-
Ing poi nt we get aour patients direct from the front
and will -have befis for three thousand. There are
many poor fellows wibho have nervous and mental
troubles. Those wbo are wounded are kept bore un-
tii they are curofi of their physical Ills and tben sent
off to sanatýoria or asyl-ums, andi tbe others are sent
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on at -once te Tiflis ia trains especlally doslgned for
sucb cases.
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MISS GERTRUDE NICOL.
0f Vancouver, who is serving In a Russian mllitary
hospital in the Caucasus Mountains, close ta the Cau.

casus and Turkey-in-Asia.

wbicb tbey are stationofi. There are tbirty foreiga-
Sers In the place.) "'On our way.we bave to wait thir-
teen bours at a smaîl Chinese station and aise spond
a nigbt on a' Chinese train wblcb ls net always t-he
cleanest-but we are fortunate In belng able te travel
on this lino by an express or 'white rnan's' train
-wilcb provides good accommodation and cleanllnoss
In the first-claska coach. Wben wo arrivefi at the sta-
tion and lookefi up the steop inountain aide It made
one feol quoer. l wondered how we shouid ever reach
the top, -but wo placefi ourselves in Chînese mountain,
chairs and let four coolles labour with our weight. In
sorne places the grade of the path ils so steep that one
cannot but f ool like tumxbling over tihe back of the
chair, but the coolies pant, hoar andi cllai2b, and fin-
ally bring you three miles, or 3,500 foot sbove the
son lovel to the place of settiement on the top of the
ihl. Wben we reached the summIlt we were amazed
at the nnumber and at the structure of the bouses, and
aise to see only a very occasional Chinese house. It
seerned like a gllrnpse of horne-the !bouses are mostiy
plain yet ail o! them bave large verandalhs, and ail
are built o! brick or stone, bocauso these materials
caa be secured In piontIful quantitles bore and at
very littie cost. The bouses are dotted ail over t1je
blills, each man trydng to finfi a place wbiere lie can
have tbe most perfect view of the' valiey and sunset.
Tihus there is no law or order, and betcween aIl o! thern
are wrladi-g patýhs. The air ils qulte cool, and the only
unpleasant part is tihat during June and J'uly there ils
a great deai of main'and Tnlst, aud every fine dey
everytblng In the bouse bas te be bung out la the sua-
s bine or It la liable to mlldew. But a everyone bas
Chinese help it dees not mean so xnuc'h work for tbe
rest o! us. We lve la a camping fashIlea andi de net
attempt te brlng mucli boyond the necessîties for
summer use.

'4We see very few Cblniese here except the servants
and the inen who corne round each day selhlng vege-
tables, fruit, eggs and chlckens, se that it le a cern-
piete rest for the nmissionarles. But at borne lt
weuid aimoqt need te be called a nillllonalre's bhl,
for it wouid cost se mucli te have -people, baggage and
provisions taken up the -ascent. But boere inany cool-
les earn a living doing what I would eall one of the
hardest lç.nds ef werlc, an~d I belleve recelye abo>ut
ten cents for carryling Up 150 pouafis. Labour is
very cheap, for a man's wage bore is a~bout tien cents
a day, andi we geV sowlng -women for about Èive cents
a day. se one rnay be free frorn darniing stockiags and
mending.

"Vegetables are plentiful bere. Just now we are
havlng new potatoes, Spaafsh enlens, cabbage, beets,
beans and cucumber, and we bave had heaps ofstra-w-
berries, apricots, plums and poaches, and now the
raspberrles are comIlng In. We can buy ail the eggs
wo want at four or flve cents a dozen, and chickens
at about fifteea cents. We hiave te use mainily con-
denseâs mili, as the mlik we get frorn the C-hlnese le


